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Dear Sir: In compliance with the provisions of chapter
131 of the General Acts of the year 1919, the State Board
of Retirement presents the part of its annual report for 1920
which will contain a request for legislative action, accom-
panied by a draft of a bill embodying the legislation recom-
mended.

Very truly your

JAMES JACKSON,
Chairman.
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
TO BE CONTAINED IN THE ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE STATE BOARD OF RETIREMENT FOB
THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING NOV. 30, 1920.

The law regarding the eligibility of officials appointed by
the Governor for fixed terms to membership in the Retire-
ment Association has been subject to varied interpretations.
The Board has established rules under which certain facts
would determine whether these officers of the Common-
wealth would become members of the association, but has
had considerable difficulty to administer the provisions of the
law and the rules prescribed when there appears to be a
legal difference of opinion in the matter. A section should be
provided in the law to establish definitely the status of such
officials with respect to their membership in the Retirement
Association.

The retirement act prescribes a certain age limitation
beyond which no person subject to its provisions should
remain in the service of the Commonwealth. The law makes
it a mandatory function of the Board and empowers them
with full authority to retire all members of the association
at the age of seventy. It prescribes, also, that certain in-
dividuals who were too old to become members of the asso-
ciation when they were employed shall not remain in the
service after reaching the age of seventy, but it does not
give the Board any authority to enforce this provision and
restrain any violations thereof. The law should give the
Board an effective way to see that its provisions have only
one interpretation effecting all, and a section similar to the
one now in the civil service law should be provided in the
retirement law to accomplish the desired results.
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