
die Commonluealtli of s®assacj)usetts.

HOUSE No. 231

REPORT OF THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF
THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX RELATIVE TO
THE WIDENING OF BRIDGE STREET IN THE
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE.

Resolved, That the county commissioners of the county of Middlesex
are hereby directed to investigate the necessity or expediency, and the
probable cost, of widening Bridge street in the city of Cambridge to
such a width as the commissioners deem proper, and to report thereon
to the next general court, not later than the second Wednesday in
Januarv.

In accordance with said resolve, the Middlesex County
Commissioners respectfully report as follows:

Bridge Street in Cambridge, over the portion sought to be
widened, extends from the Somerville line to Lechmere
Square, a distance of about 1,800 feet, and over this length
is 50 feet in width, except that for a short distance between
Third and Fourth streets it is about 47 5 feet in width.
Somerville Avenue, which is a continuation of Bridge Street
in Somerville, is about 75 feet in width for a distance of about
300 feet from the Cambridge line to where the approach to
the bridge over the Boston & Maine Railroad begins. The
width of the street on the approach to the bridge on the
easterlv side is about 60 feet, and the bridge provides two
roadwavs, there being a center truss on the bridge dividing

Chapter 75 of the Resolves of 1920 is as follows:
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the traffic. The width of the roadways on the bridge is about24 feet, including space occupied by the street railway track,the bridge being about 60 feet in width over all. On the
westerly approach the width is about 60 feet. The bridge
and its approaches were constructed about ten years ago
when the grade crossing was abolished, the city of Somer-
ville contributing 10 per cent, the Commonwealth 12 per
cent, the West End Street Railway Company 13 per cent,
and the railroad companies 65 per cent of the cost. The
continuation of Bridge Street beyond Lechmere Square to
near Commercial Street is about 75 feet in width, and across
Craigie Bridge to Boston to Charles Street it is about 85
feet in width. Where the Boston Elevated “Railway viaduct
crosses Bridge Street, a short distance easterly of Lechmere
Square, the abutment of the viaduct narrows the width at
this point to about 55 feet. The supporting posts of the ele-
vated structure also tend to narrow the width near this place.

The double track of the street railway company occupies a
width of about 15 feet in the center of the street, and side-
walks on each side of about 8 feet in width leave only about
93di feet for vehicles on each side of the tracks from the
tracks to the curbstones. When the street cars occupy the
tracks, the available space between the curbstones and the
street cars is reduced to about 8 feet. Many trucks occupy
more than 8 feet in width, and this space is inadequate for a
vehicle to pass a car or for a car to pass a vehicle safely, un-
less it be a narrow and small vehicle. The number of street
cars operated by the Boston Elevated Railway Company on
Bridge Street is considerable. From 6.30 a.m. to 8.30 p.m.

for four days in September, 1920, an average of about 465
cars used the tracks on the street, or one car for about every
one and eight-tenths minutes through the day. The number
of vehicles using the street during the same period was about
900 or about 65 vehicles per hour, or more than one each
minute through the day.

The street is closely built upon over the greater portion of
its distance on the southerly side. From the Somerville line
to Fourth Street on the southerly side the land which abuts
on the street is at present vacant. On the northerly side the
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land, in part, is used for lumber yards, is in part built upon,
and is in part owned by the Boston & Maine Railroad
Company.

The widening of Bridge Street in Cambridge between the
Somerville line and Lechmere Square to a width of 75 feet,
which the commissioners feel
mated to cost about $200,000.
the city engineer of Cambridge
on a widening of 25 feet on the
of property taken and affected
to the extent of about $84,000.
sists of construction expenses,
allow a space between the rail:

is a proper width, was esti-
This estimate was made In-

in May, 1919, and was based
southerly side, and theamount
was estimated to be damaged

The balance of the cost
The width of 75 feet would
and the curbstones, allowing

for 8-foot sidewalks, of 22 feet, which would allow two lines
of vehicular traffic on each side of the street railway tracks

The street is at present uneven as to its surface, the gran-
ite block pavement being old and not satisfactory. If the
sidewalks be restricted to a width of 6 feet, the space be
tween the street railway tracks and the curbstones could be
widened 2 feet, except over the narrow portion between
Third and Fourth streets, and one line of travel for vehicle
could be successfully maintained between the curbstones and
the street cars. If the street were paved smoothly, it would
help a great deal in the convenience of the vehicles using the
street.

In connection with the consideration of the whole subject
it may be said that in Boston at the junction of Charles and
Leverett streets, to which the traffic coming from Somerville
and points beyond by way of Bridge Street leads, the streets
like Leverett and Lowell streets in Boston, are narrow and
inconvenient for the amount of traffic using them, and the
widening of Bridge street would tend to increase this conges-
tion to some extent

It is possible to reach points in Somerville and territory
beyond without using Bridge Street, although the distance is
lightly longer, and Bridge Street would form in a measure

the most convenient avenue for parts of Somerville leading t
the north and evest ends of Boston

The commissioners find that the street would be adequate
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public travel at its present width if the street railwayfor

5 did not make for congestion of travel,
are of the opinion that the widening of
■able, but, in view of the high costs of
excessive burdens of taxation, it is not
irk be done at the present time.
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