
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts, in General Court assembled.

The undersigned petitioner, a citizen of Holyoke, in this
Commonwealth, represents that at an election held November
2, 1920, in Wards 5 and 7, in said Holyoke, comprising the
Eleventh Hampden District, the petitioner was one of the
candidates for the office of representative from said district.

That the sitting member, James F. Sweeney, was guilty of
issuing in the course of his campaign for election as repre-
sentative in said Eleventh Hampden District a circular letter
to the voters of said district, (a copy of which circular letter
is hereto annexed and marked “Exhibit A”), in which
circular letter he misrepresented his own acts as a member
of a previous legislature, misrepresented the acts of a mem-
ber or members of said previous legislature, by making
statements which were and are false, upon matters vitally
affecting the campaign; and in which circular letter he de-
liberately and wilfully by improper insinuation connected
your petitioner with said false statements so as to place
your petitioner in a false position with the voters of said
district, said statements in said circular letter being as
follows, viz.:
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Chamberlain Sex-Hygiene Bill
This bill, better known as the Chamberlain Physical Health Bill,

which, if it becom.es a law, would mean nothing more than the cen-
tralization of power, which would be given to men appointed to the
office and, if you were not satisfied with the course laid out to your
children, your only redress is an appeal to the governor.



JOHN A. CALLAHAN.
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A bill which would be compulsory teaching of Sex-Hygiene and
Birth Control to children and ten years old, against the parents’
wishes.

A bill which would take the child away from the parent and put
them under the direct supervision of the State.

A bill which would disrupt the moral of your children.
I bitterly opposed this bill on the grounds that the child belongs to

the parent and not to the state and if we must have physical training,
it should be under the control of your local school board, as it is the
School that is public and not the child.

My opponent, who was elected to the office of School Committee-
man last year, and has two more years to serve openly boasts that he
will not resign if he is elected as representative.

My opponent is also a sexagenarian and, in my opinion, would not
be able to serve your district properly.

Wherefore your petitioner prays that such action may be
taken as may be necessary, so that he be declared elected
as representative from said district, and be seated in the
place of the said James F. Sweeney, or for such further
action as may be deemed proper in the premises.



Exhibit A.
Photograph Voters of IVards 5 and 7.
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0f RE-ELECT

James F. Sweeney. JAMES F. SWEENEY, Representative
Experienced and Capable to look after

City State and Nation
Alderman Representative Soldier

I desire to call your attention to the fact that after serving you
Honorably and Faithfully for the past year as your Representative at
the State" House, Boston, from the 11th Hampden District (Wards
Five and Seven), that I am a candidate for Re-Election and seek your
consideration at the polls, Tuesday, November 2.

Having served three years on the Board of Aldermen, Fifteen
months in the U. S. Army (12 months overseas) and for the past year
your representative, and with the experience gained, I can assure you,

if I am re-elected I will be in a position to Benefit my City and District.
Having been guided by my district on matters of importance which

have come before me for consideration the past year, such as the
Holyoke-Springfield Bridge Bill, Sunday Base Ball Bill, Maternity
Bill and Chamberlain’s Sex Hygiene and Birth Control Bill and num-
erous others, I can assure you will not make any mistake by Voting
for me.

By untiring efforts by myself and the other Representatives we were
able to get a favorable report from the Legislative Roads and Bridges
Committee which saved the City of Holyoke approximately one-half
million dollars (500,000). The report was laid on the table until the
next session. Do you want to change your Representative now!

Below are two of the most important bills which have come before
the Legislature in years and which every woman should read and give
it plenty of consideration before she decides to change her Representa-
tive.

A bill to give aid to expectant mothers, before and after confinement
with skilled nurses and medical attendance, for which she pays if she
is able. I voted for this bill but it was referred to the next session.
This is no time to change your Representative,

Maternity Benefit Bill.

To the Women Voters.

To the Voters

Served your
Your Legislative Needs.

Holyoke and Spbingfield Bridge Bill.
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Chamberlain’s Sex-Hygiene Bill.
This bill better known as the Chamberlain Physical Health Bill

which if it became a law would mean nothing more than Centraliza-
tion of Power which would be given to men appointed to the office,
and if you were not satisfied with the course laid out to your children,
your only redress is an appeal to the Governor.

A bill which would be .compulsory teaching of Sex-Hygiene and
Birth Control to the Children, Ten and Twelve years old, against the
Parents’ wishes.

A bill which would take the child away from the parent and put
them under the direct supervision of the State.

A bill which would disrupt the moral of your Children.
I bitterly opposed this bill on the grounds that the child belongs to

the Parent and not to the State, and if they must have Physical Train-
ing it should be under the control of your local School Board as it is
the School that is public not the Child. Again I ask, do you want to
change your Representative?

My opponent who was elected to the office of School Committeeman
last year and has two more years to serve, openly boasts he will
not resign if he is elected as Representative.

My opponent is also a sexagenarian and in my opinion would not
be able to serve your district properly.

And, so I make this personal appeal to your reason, in closing, with
the assurance that you will not regret your action in voting for me.

Yours very truly.

Note. Don’t be misled with the prohibition Issue. Why look
for something that we already have. No man whom you elect to serve
you in Boston has anything to do about the Volstead act. Your
Congressmen in Washington are the only body who have the power.

Representative James F. Sweeney


