
Accompanying the petition of Frederick E. Pierce and others for a
change in the manner of nominating candidates for public office (taken
from the files of last year). Election Laws. January 11.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-One.

AN ACT
Relative to the Nomination of Candidates for Offices filled

at State Elections.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Each political party shall biennially elect
2 a state committee, the members of which shall hold
.3 office for two years from the first day of January next
4 following their election and, until their successors shall
5 have organized. Said committee shall consist of one
6 member from each senatorial district, who shall, except
7 in the Suffolk senatorial districts, be elected at the con-
-8 vention held for the nomination of a candidate for senator
9 to be voted for in said district at the biennial state elec-

-10 tion. The members of said committee for the Suffolk
11 senatorial districts shall be elected by direct plurality
12 vote in caucuses or primaries and the person who in the
13 aggregate of all the ballots cast at all such caucuses or
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14 primaries in each district for such members shall receive
15 the highest number of such votes shall be the member
16 elected.
17 The members of the state committee shall, in January
18 following their election, meet and organize by the choice
19 of a chairman, a secretary, a treasurer and such other
20 officers as they may decide to elect.
21 The secretary of the state committee shall, within ten
22 days after such organization, file with the secretary of the
23 commonwealth, and send to each city and town com-
-24 mittee, a list of the members of the committee and of its
25 officers.
26 A vacancy in the office of chairman, secretary or treas-
-27 urer of the committee or in the membership thereof shall
28 be filled by the committee, and a statement of any such
29 change shall be filed as in the case of the officers first
30 chosen.

1 Section 2. Each political party shall, in every ward
2 and town, biennially elect a committee to be called a ward
3 or town committee, to consist of not less than three
4 persons, who shall hold office for two years from the first
5 day of January next following their election and until
6 their successors shall have organized.
7 The members of the several ward committees of a

8 political party in a city shall constitute a committee to
9 be called a city committee.

10 Each town committee shall, between the first day of
11 January and the first day of March next following their
12 election, and each ward and city committee shall, within
13 thirty days after the beginning of its term of office, meet
14 and organize by the choice of a chairman, a secretary, a

15 treasurer and such other officers as it may decide to

16 elect. At such meeting the committee may add to its

17 number.
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3 its proceedings and relative to caucuses called by it, and
4 may fix the number of persons of whom it shall consist,
5 which number shall be announced in the call for the
6 meeting at which they are to be chosen. Each city or
7 town committee may make reasonable regulations, not
8 inconsistent with law, to determine membership in the
9 party, and to restrain persons not entitled to vote at

10 caucuses from attendance thereat or taking part therein.
11 But no political committee shall prevent any voter from
12 participating in a caucus of its party for the reason that
13 the voter has supported an independent candidate for
14 political office. A state committee may make rules and
15 regulations, not inconsistent with law, for calling conven-
-16 tions.

1 Section 6. Except as provided in this act, no caucus
2 or meeting shall be entitled to nominate a candidate for
3 public office whose name shall be placed on the official
4 ballot for use at a state election, to elect delegates to a

5 political convention for the nomination of such candidate,
6 to elect delegates to conventions held for the election of
7 delegates to national conventions for the nomination of
8 candidates for president and vice president of the United
9 States, or to choose a political committee.

1 Section 7. No nomination of a candidate to be voted
2 for in an electoral district or division containing more

3 than one town or more than one ward of a city, shall be
4 made by caucuses, except as provided in section seventy-
-5 nine of this act.

1 Section 8. All caucuses of political parties, except

2 primaries and for special elections, for the choice of dele-
-3 gates to political conventions which nominate candidates
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4 to be voted for at the biennial election, and for the nomi-
-5 nation of candidates to be voted for at such election, shall
C be held throughout the commonwealth on a day desig-
-7 nated by the state committee of the political party for
8 which said caucuses are held, but not later than the
9 eighth Monday preceding the election, and all of said

10 delegates shall be elected, and all of said candidates shall
11 be nominated, at one caucus. Such caucuses shall be held
12 at the call of the state committee of the political party
13 whose caucuses are to be held, and the chairman and
14 secretary of the state committee of each political party
15 shall, at least twenty-one days before the date on which
16 the caucuses are to be held, forward a copy of the call,
17 with designation of date, to the chairman and secretary
18 of each city and town committee of their party.

1 Section 9. If in a city, except Boston, or town
2 wherein elections are held by precincts, the city or town
3 committee of either of the two leading political parties
4 shall file with the aldermen or selectmen, at least two
5 weeks prior to the time of holding its caucuses, a notice
6 that such party desires to hold its caucuses by precincts,
7 or by groups of precincts in any ward, the aldermen or
8 selectmen shall furnish a polling place in every such pre-
-9 cinct or group of precincts in any ward, for the use of

10 such party, as provided in section twenty-nine of this act,
11 and the caucuses of such party shall be held accordingly.

1 Section 10. No two political parties shall hold such
2 caucuses on the same day. The party first filing with the
3 secretary of the commonwealth the copy of the call as
4 above provided shall be entitled to precedence on the
5 days named.
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1 Section 11. Caucuses relative to a special election
2 shall be held at such time and place and subject to such
3 reasonable notice as the political committee whose duty
4 it is to provide for holding the same may determine.
5 Calls therefor shall be issued by the chairman and secre-
-6 tary of said political committee.

1 Section 12. Every caucus of a political party shall
2 be called by a written or printed notice. No caucus or
3 meeting of a political party not so called shall be recog-
-4 uized as valid under this title. It shall be the duty of
5 the presiding officer at a caucus to open such caucus at
6 the hour appointed therefor in the notice thereof.

1 Section 13. Notices for caucuses shall apply to all
2 members of the political party calling them, and to them
3 only. No person having voted in the caucus of one
4 political party shall be entitled to vote or take part in
5 the caucus of another political party within the ensuing
G twenty-four months. Except that voting or taking part
7 in the caucuses of any municipal party by any voter shall
8 not affect his legal right to vote or to take part in the
9 caucuses of any other political party, whether national,

10 state or municipal, for any election; and having voted or
11 taken part in the caucuses of another political party for

12 any previous election, whether city, state or national, shall
13 not affect his right to vote or take part in the caucuses

14 of any municipal party. No voter shall be prevented
15 from voting or participating in any caucus if he takes the
16 following oath, which shall be administered to him by

17 the presiding officer of the caucus:
18 You do solemnly swear (or affirm) that you are a

19 registered voter in this ward (or town) and have the
20 legal right to vote in this caucus; that you are a member
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21 of the political party holding the same, and intend to
22 vote for its candidates at the polls at the election next

23 ensuing; and that you have not taken part or voted in
24 the caucus of any other political party for twenty-four
25 months last past.
26 Such voter may be challenged like any other voter.

27 Any person whose right to vote is challenged for any
28 cause recognized by law shall not be permitted to vote
29 until he has taken the foregoing oath; and the clerk or
30 secretary of the caucus shall make a record of the ad-
-31 ministration of said oath to every person who takes the
32 same, which record shall state whether or not said person
33 voted. Said record shall be returned with the proceedings
34 of said caucus and shall be prima facie evidence in any
35 court that such person took said oath and voted in said
36 caucus.

1 Section 14. In balloting, the voting lists furnished
2 under the provisions of section sixty-seven of chapter
3 eight hundred and thirty-five of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and thirteen shall be used as check lists and no
5 person shall be entitled to vote or to take part in a
6 caucus whose name does not appear upon said lists.

1 Section 15. The persons receiving the highest num-
-2 ber of votes in a caucus shall be declared elected or

3 nominated. If there is a tie vote for delegates to a con-
-4 vention, or a place unfilled in a delegation, or a vacancy
5 occasioned by inability or neglect of a delegate elected
6 to attend a convention, such vacancies shall be filled
7 only by vote of the remaining members of the delegation
8 at a meeting called for the purpose. Such meeting shall
9 choose a chairman and secretary, and the secretary shall

10 notify the secretary of the convention of the action taken
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11 relative to such vacancy, except that, if only one delegate
12 or two delegates were to be elected, the delegate or the
13 remaining delegate, as the case may be, shall fill such
14 vacancy and notify the secretary of the convention of
15 such action.
16 If there is a tie vote for members of a ward or town
17 committee, or for caucus officers, the members or caucus
18 officers elected shall fill the vacancy.
19 If a majority of a delegation, of a ward or town com-
-20 mittee, or of caucus officers is not elected, or there is a

21 tie vote for candidates for an elective office, the caucus

22 shall at once proceed to another ballot unless some one
23 present entitled to vote objects; in which case the caucus
24 shall adjourn to any subsequent day. The hour and place
25 shall, if practicable, be the same as that named in the
26 call.

1 Section 16. The presiding officer and secretary or
2 clerk of each caucus shall within three week days after
3 its final adjournment deliver or send to each delegate to a
4 political convention, to each member of a political com-
-5 mittee, and to each caucus officer a certificate of his
6 election, and to each candidate for an elective office a
7 notice of his nomination.

1 Section 17. Returns of all caucuses of political
2 parties at which are made any direct nominations for a
3 district comprising more than one ward or town, or where
4 caucuses are held in one precinct or by groups of pre-
•s cincts in any ward, shall be made according to the pro-
-6 visions of section forty-nine of this act. In Boston the

7 election commissioners and in other cities and in towns
8 the registrars of voters shall canvass said returns and de-
-9 termine the results thereof. Except that for the purpose
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10 of tabulating and determining the results of all such re-
-11 turns for members of the state committee in the Suffolk
12 senatorial districts the chairman of the election commis-
-13 sioners of the city of Boston, the city clerks of the cities
14 of Chelsea and Revere, and the town clerk of the town
15 of Winthrop, shall constitute a canvassing board for the
16 first district; the election commissioners of the city of
17 Boston and the city clerk of the city of Cambridge shall
18 constitute such board for the second district; and the
19 election commissioners of the city of Boston shall consti-
-20 tute such board for the remaining districts. Said can-
-21 vassing boards shall meet for such purpose at the office
22 of the election commissioners in Boston at ten o’clock in
23 the forenoon of the Monday preceding the day on which
24 certificates of nomination for senator are required by law
25 to be filed with the secretary of the commonwealth. Said
26 canvassing boards shall tabulate and determine the re-
-27 suits of all such returns, and each canvassing board shall
28 certify to the facts required by law. They shall furnish
29 to the members of the state committee elected in the
30 Suffolk senatorial districts certificates of their election and
31 shall send to the secretary of the state committee of each
32 political party the names and residences of the members
33 of such party so elected. Recounts of ballots shall be
34 made as provided in section fifty-one. In the case of
35 candidates for a state office in a district comprising more
36 than one ward and wholly within any one city, the city
37 clerk, or in Boston the election commissioners, shall file
38 in the office of the secretary of the commonwealth the
39 certificate of nomination required by law. In the case of
40 such candidates for a district not wholly within any one
41 city or town, each city and town clerk in such district,
42 or in Boston the election commissioners, shall file in the
43 office of the secretary of the commonwealth, in the
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44 manner and within the time required by law for filing
45 certificates of nomination, copies of the record of votes
46 for such candidates, and the secretary shall canvass them
47 and determine the results thereof.

1 Section 18. If there is a tie vote for any candidate
2 of a political party nominated directly for any office, for
3 a district comprising more than one ward or town, the
4 vacancy shall be filled by a regularly elected general or
5 executive committee representing the election district in
6 which such vote has been cast, or, if no such committee
7 exists, by the members of the ward and town committees
8 in the wards and towns comprising such district, but the
9 vacancy shall be filled only by the choice of one of the

10 candidates receiving such tie vote.

1 Section 19. The provisions of this act relative to
2 caucuses of political parties, except those of sections fifty-
3 six to seventy-two inclusive, shall apply to caucuses of
4 such parties held for the choice of delegates to conven-
5 tions to elect delegates to national conventions for the
6 nomination of candidates for president and vice president
7 of the United States: provided, that such caucuses shall
8 be held by wards or towns, and that in Boston and in
9 cities and towns in which at any caucuses preliminary to

10 the last state election the provisions of sections twenty-
-11 four to fifty-five, inclusive, were in force, there shall be
12 appointed by the city or town committees of the several
13 political parties to serve at such caucuses of the respective
14 parties a warden, a clerk, and at least five inspectors, and,
15 in wards having more than five precincts, such additional
16 inspectors as the city committee may determine, such ap-
-17 pointments to be made at least ten days, and notice
18 thereof to be sent by the secretary of the committee to



HOUSI No. 272,1921.] 11

I

19 the appointees at least seven days before the date on

20 which the caucuses are to be held. A majority of the

21 caucus officers so appointed present at a caucus may fill
22 vacancies and elect additional inspectors as hereinbefore
23 provided. No other additional officers shall be appointed.

1 Section 20. At least two weeks prior to the date on

2 which caucuses are to be held the chairman or secretary

3 of the city or town committee shall notify the aldermen
4 or the selectmen respectively of such date, and said
5 aldermen or selectmen shall, at the expense of the city or
6 town, provide polling places for said caucuses, in case of
7 a city, not less than one for each ward; and shall, at least
8 ten days prior to the date of said caucus, give said chair-
-9 man or secretary notice of the places so provided.

1 Section 21. Notice of caucuses, signed by the chair-
-2 man and secretary, shall be issued by each city and town
3 committee not less than seven days prior to the day on
4 which they are to be held. The notices shall state the
5 place where, and the day and hour when, the several
6 caucuses are to be held. They shall be conspicuously
7 posted in at least five places on the highways or streets,
8 and if practicable, in every post office in the city or town,
9 or shall be published at least twice in one or more local

10 newspapers, if there are any. The hour fixed for calling
11 the caucus to order shall not be later than eight o’clock
12 in the evening. The notice shall designate by name or
13 office the person who shall call such caucus to order, and
14 he shall preside until a chairman is chosen. If he is
15 absent at the time appointed, any member of the ward
16 or town committee present shall call the caucus to order
17 and preside until a chairman is chosen. The first business
18 in order shall be the choice of a chairman, a secretary
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19 and such other officers as the meeting may determine.
20 No person shall serve as a caucus officer at any caucus in
21 which he is a candidate for elective office, or for a nomi-
-22 nation to an elective office.

1 Section 22. A ballot ’shall be taken for the choice of
2 any candidate, delegate or member of a political com-
-3 mittee, to be selected by such caucus, and the polls shall
4 be kept open at least thirty minutes.

1 Section 2.3. The secretary of each caucus shall forth-
-2 with, after the ballots cast therein have been counted,
3 transmit the said ballots and the check list used at the
4 caucus to the city or town clerk, as the case may be, who
5 shall preserve them for ten days. If during said time ten
6 voters entitled to vote in said caucus shall file with said
7 clerk a written request so to do, he shall preserve the
8 ballots and voting lists for three months, and shall pro-
-9 duce the same if required by any court of justice or con-

-10 vention having jurisdiction or authority over the same.
11 If within three week days after any caucus a person
12 who has received votes thereat for nomination or election
13 to any office, delegation or political committee shall file
14 a statement in writing with the said clerk, claiming an
15 election or nomination or declaring an intention to con-
-16 test the election or nomination of any other person, the

17 clerk shall preserve the ballots for such nomination or

18 office until the claim or contest has been finally deter-
19 mined.
20 The clerk shall immediately give notice in writing to
21 the persons affected and to the chairman and secretary of
22 the caucus, fixing a time within twenty-four hours there-
-23 after and a place at which said ballots will be recounted.
24 The chairman and secretary of the caucus shall, at said
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25 time and place, recount said ballots and determine the
26 questions raised. Each candidate affected may be present
27 during such recount, or may be represented by an agent
28 appointed by him in writing. If it shall appear upon a
29 recount that persons were nominated or elected other
30 than those declared to have been nominated or elected,
31 certificates of such change shall be made as in the case of
32 the original certificate.

1 Section 24. All caucuses for the election of caucus
2 officers, of delegates to a convention, of a political com-
-3 mittee, or for the nomination of candidates for any state
4 or city office in any city or town held by a political party
5 which has adopted the provisions of law for the use of
6 official ballots shall be called and held as hereinafter pro-

vided.

1 Section 25. Any city or town committee shall, at
2 the written request of fifty voters, members of its party,
3 call caucuses of said party to determine by ballot whether
4 the provisions of law for the use of official ballots shall
sbe adopted. The notice of said caucus shall state the
6 purpose for which it is called, the place, the day and the
7 hour, not earlier than six o’clock and not later than half-
-8 past seven o’clock in the evening, of holding said caucus.
9 It shall be issued at least seven days prior to the day

10 named therefor, and shall be published at least twice in
11 one or more local newspapers, if there are any, and shall
12 be posted in at least five public places in each ward or
13 town. The polls shall be kept open at least one hour.
14 If said caucuses shall vote to adopt said provisions, all
15 caucuses of said political party in said city or town shall
16 thereafter be called and conducted accordingly.
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1 Section 26. A political party in a city or town which
has accepted said special provisions may, not less than

3 one year after the date of the caucus wherein such pro-
-4 visions were adopted, revoke such action at a caucus
5 called and held in the manner provided in the preceding
6 section. Upon the adoption of said provisions or upon the
7 revocation of such adoption, the secretary of the city or
8 town committee of such political party shall, within ten
9 days thereafter, file with the secretary of the common-

-10 wealth and with the clerk of the city or town and the
11 secretary of the state committee of the political party so
12 voting, a notice thereof.

1 Section 27. All such caucuses of a political party for
2 the choice of a political cc mmittee in cities, for the choice

or town election, and for the3 of candidates for a city
4 choice of delegates to a
5 dates for such election,
6 special election, shall be
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held on the same day in each
or town committee shall fix the
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10 and secretary.
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12 the same day. The party first filing a copy of the call for
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fixed.14 precedence as to the day
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•h papers; the place where and
which such nomination papers
on which the several caucuses
issued not less than eighteen

7 the day fixed for issuing su<
8 the day and hour prior to

9 shall be filed; and the day
10 will be held, and shall be
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1 Section 29. At least two weeks prior to the day
2 named for a caucus the chairman or secretary of the city

3 or town committee shall give notice of such date to the
4 aldermen or to the selectmen, or in Boston to the election
5 commissioners, who shall, at least ten days prior to such
6 date, notify the city or town committee of the places
7 selected for holding the caucuses, and .shall, at the expense
8 of the city or town, provide polling places, in a city' not
9 less than one for each ward, and in cities and towns

10 where elections or caucuses are held in voting precincts
11 one in each of such precincts, as the city or town com-
12 mittee shall designate, but not less than one for each
13 ward, and furnish them with booths, registering ballot
14 boxes, guard rails and the like, as they are arranged for
15 state elections.
16 If twenty-five voters of a ward or of a town shall re-
17 quest in writing at least twelve before any caucus
18 of the political party to which they belong, the aldermen
19 or selectmen shall so arrange the polling place of such
20 ward or town as to allow voting to proceed in two or
21 more lines at the caucus

1 Section 30. At least even days prior to the dayr
city' or town committee shall
ucus will be held, stating the

named for a caucus the

3 issue a notice that such
4 place, the day and the I
5 hour shall not be earlier t
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of holding the same. The
two o’clock in the afternoon
n o’clock in the evening
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7 Notices relative to the filing of nomination papers or for
8 caucuses shall be published at least twice in one or more
9 local newspapers if there are any.

1 Section 31. The city or town shall provide, and the
2 city or town clerk or election commissioners shall season-
-3 ably prepare, for each political party, blank nomination
4 papers for use in the different wards of the city or in the
5 town. Such papers shall state the place where, and the
6 day and hour prior to which, signed nomination papers
7 shall be filed. On the back of each, sections thirty-two
8 to thirty-eight, inclusive, of this act, shall be printed.
9 They shall be delivered to the chairman or secretary of

10 the political committee for whose use they have been
11 prepared, and to no other person.

1 Section 32. Nominations of candidates for elective
2 offices, for delegates to a convention, for caucus officers,
3 for a ward or town committee, and in the Suffolk sena-
-4 torial districts for members of a state committee, to be
5 voted for at a caucus, shall be made by nomination
6 papers, as hereinafter provided. Such nominations shall
7 be made on the blank nomination papers prepared and
8 delivered in accordance with the preceding section; and

9 no nomination paper offered for filing shall be received
10 or shall be valid to which is attached any card, paper or

11 other device containing the name of a candidate, his
12 written acceptance, or the signature of any voter required
13 by this section. Such papers shall be signed in person by

14 at least five voters of the ward or town in which the

15 caucus is to be held, who shall be members of the political
16 party holding the caucus, and who shall add to their
17 signatures the street and number, if any, of their resi-
-18 deuces. Such papers for a district composed of more than
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19 one ward or town shall be signed by a number of voters
20 equal in the aggregate to not less than five voters for each
21 ward or town in said district. Nomination papers shall
22 not contain a larger number of names of candidates than
23 there are persons to be elected. No nomination paper in
24 Boston, and no nomination paper in any other city or
25 town except for a delegate or delegates to a convention,
26 shall be valid in respect to any candidate whose written
27 acceptance is not thereon. No vacancy caused by the
28 death, withdrawal or ineligibility of any of the above
29 candidates in Boston, and no such vacancy in any other
30 city or town, except for a delegate or delegates to a con-
-31 vention, shall be filled in the manner provided by law,
32 unless the person entitled to fill such vacancy files the
33 written acceptance of the candidate who is nominated to
34 fill the vacancy.

1 Section 33. The nomination paper for an elective
2 office shall give the name of the candidate, the street and
3 number, if any, of his residence, and may, in not more
4 than eight words, state his occupation, the public offices
5 he has held or that he is a candidate for renomination,
6 provided that he is at the time an incumbent of the
7 office for which he seeks renomination for another term,
8 but not otherwise.
9 The nomination paper of a candidate for a caucus

10 office, for a ward or town committee or for a member of
11 a state committee shall state the street and number, if
12 any, of his residence.
13 There may be added to the name of a person proposed
14 as a delegate to a convention a statement of not more
15 than eight words that he is favorable to, or is pledged to
16 support, or oppose, any person for an office to be filled,
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17 or is favorable to, or opposed to, any public measure, or
18 is uncommitted.
19 If, under the provisions of this section, any delegate or
20 set of delegates is described on a nomination paper as
21 favorable to, or pledged to support, any person for an
22 office to be filled, such person may, within two week days
23 after the announcement thereof, file with the secretary of
24 the city or town committee a written request to have said
25 statement stricken from the nomination paper, and the
26 secretary shall do the same forthwith, and said nomina-
-27 tion paper shall thereupon be void and of no effect.

1 Section 34. All nomination papers shall be sealed up
2 and filed in the office of the secretary of the city or town
3 committee not less than ten week days previous to the
4 day on which the caucus is to be held for which the
5 nominations are made, and the secretary shall indorse
6 upon them the time at which they are received by him.
7 They shall not be opened until the time for their filing
8 has expired, when the secretary, at his office, shall
9 publicly open them and publicly announce the nomina-

-10 tions therein made.

1 Section 35. The secretary of the city or town com-
-2 mittee shall immediately give notice to the person filing
3 the nomination paper of any error, irregularity or in-
-4 formality appearing therein, and such person may, within
5 two week days after the time when the nomination
6 papers were opened, correct the same, or said secretary
7 may make such correction.

1 .Section 36. If, in a city, nomination papers placing
2 persons in nomination for all the offices to be filled at a
3 caucus in any ward are not filed, the secretary of the city
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1 committee shall forthwith notify the chairman or secre
5 tary of the committee of such ward, who shall forthwith
6 call a meeting of said committee, which may nominate
7 candidates for all offices for which nomination papers
8 have not been filed, and shall immediately file with the
9 secretary of the city committee nomination papers signed

10 by all the members of the committee who agree to the
11 nominations therein made. In case of disagreement two
12 sets of such nomination papers may be filed. If, at the
13 expiration of two week days after the time at which
14 nomination papers were opened, proper nomination papers
15 have not been filed for all the offices to be filled, or upon
16 any vacancy caused by death or otherwise, except a with-
-17 drawal, the chairman and secretary of the city committee
18 may file nomination papers for such offices or vacancies.

1 Section 37. If, in a town, nomination papers placing
2 persons in nomination for all the offices to be filled at a
3 caucus are not filed, or upon a vacancy by death or other-
-4 wise, except a withdrawal, the chairman or secretary of
5 the town committee shall forthwith call a meeting of said
6 committee, which shall have all the powers relative to
7 the nomination of candidates conferred in the preceding
8 section upon a ward committee and the chairman and
9 secretary of a city committee.

1 Section 38. A person who is nominated by a nomi-
nation paper may, within forty-eight week-day hours

3 succeeding five o’clock of the day fixed for opening nomi-
-4 nation papers, withdraw his name from nomination by a
5 request in writing signed by him with his own hand and
6 filed with the secretary of the city or town committee.
7 Thereupon, the secretary shkll immediately give notice
8 of such withdrawal and of the provisions of this section
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9 to the person who filed such nomination paper, and 3uch
10 person may, within twenty-four week-day hours succeed-
-11 ing five o’clock of the last day fixed for making with-
-12 drawals, present a new name on a nomination paper
13 signed by himself with his own hand; otherwise the chair-
-14 man and secretary of the city or town committee may
15 file nomination papers for the vacancy. If at any time
16 subsequent to the expiration of the time for filling
17 vacancies it shall appear that a vacancy has been created
18 by death, the chairman of the city or town committee
19 may file with the city or town clerk, or in Boston with
20 the election commissioners, a new name to fill such
21 vacancy, and, if the time is sufficient therefor, the new
22 name shall be printed upon the official ballot.

1 Section 39. Not less than seven week days before
2 the day upon which the caucuses are to be held and
3 before five o’clock in the afternoon of the last day, the
4 secretary of each city or town committee shall deliver to
5 the city or town clerk, or in Boston to the election com-

-6 missioners, the nomination papers filed with him.

1 Section 40. If an error or informality is found in

2 any nomination paper, it shall be forthwith returned to
3 the secretary of the committee by whom it was filed, for

4 correction; and if it is not corrected and again filed before

5 five o’clock in the afternoon of the day following its re-

-6 turn to said secretary, it shall be void.

1 Section 41. Objections to nomination papers, and

2 all other questions relating thereto, shall be considered in
3 Boston by the ballot law commission of said city; in

4 other cities by the board 1 of registrars, the city clerk and
5 the city solicitor; and in towns by the board of registrars.
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1 Section 42. The city or town shall provide and the
;-ity or town clerk, or in Boston the election commission-

3 ers, shall prepare ballots to be used in caucuses, in accord-
-4 ance with the provisions of this chapter, and no other
5 ballots shall be received or counted. No ballots as herein
6 provided-shall be printed in any printing establishment
7 owned or managed by the city of Boston.
8 The chairman and secretary of the city or town com-
-9 mittee may determine the number of ballots to be pro-

-10 vided for each ward or town, not exceeding one for each
11 voter therein. If they fail so to do, the city or town
12 clerk, or in Boston the election commissioners, shall de-
-13 termine the number. At least six facsimile copies of the
14 ballot, printed on colored paper, shall be provided for
15 each polling place as specimen ballots.

1 Section 43. At the top of each ballot shall be printed
2 the words “The official ballot of (here shall follow the
3 party name).” On the back and outside of each ballot
4 when folded shall be printed the words “Official ballot of
5 the (here shall be inserted the party name) ”, followed by
6 the number of the ward or the name of the town for
7 which the ballot is prepared, the date of the caucus and
8 a facsimile of the signature of the secretary of the political
9 committee. Names of candidates for each elective office

10 shall be arranged alphabetically according to their sur-
-11 names.

12 Names of candidates for caucus officers, for ward or
13 town committees, and for delegates to conventions shall
14 be arranged in groups in the order in which they are
15 filed.
16 Against the name of a candidate for a caucus office, for
17 an elective office, for a ward or town committee or for a
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18 member of a state committee shall be printed the street
19 and number, if any, of his residence.
20 Against the name of a candidate for an elective office
21 or for a political convention shall be printed the state-
-22 ment contained in the nomination paper placing him in
23 nomination.
24 No names shall be printed on a ballot other than those
25 presented on nomination papers. Immediately following
26 the names of candidates, blank spaces equal to the num-
-27 ber of persons to be chosen shall be provided for the in-
-28 sertion of other names.

29 The number of persons to be voted for, for the different
10 offices, shall be stated on the ballot.
11 A star (*) against a name shall indicate that a person
12 is a candidate for re-election. The form of ballots and
13 the arrangement of printed matter thereon shall be in
14 general the same as that of the official state ballots,
15 except as herein otherwise provided.

1 Section 44. A cross (X) marked against a name shall
2 constitute a vote for the person so designated. A cross
3 in the circle at the head of an entire group of candidates
4 for ward committees or for delegates to a convention shall
5 count as a vote for each candidate therein. A voter may
6 vote for one or more candidates in any such group by
7 marking a cross against the name of each such candidate,
8 or he may insert another name and mark a cross against
9 it. If he votes for more candidates than the number to

10 be elected, his vote shall not be counted.

1 Section 45. The city or town clerk, or in Boston the
2 election commissioners, before the opening of the polls on
3 the day of the caucus, shall, at the expense of the city or
4 town, prepare and deliver at the polling place to the
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5 warden or, if he is not present, to the clerk or, if both art

6 absent, then to any inspector, ballot boxes, the ballots
7 specimen ballots, voting lists, suitable blank forms and
8 apparatus for canvassing and counting the ballots and
9 making the returns, a seal of suitable device and a record

10 book for each polling place. The presiding officer at each
11 polling place shall, before the opening of the caucus, con-
-12 spicuously post in such polling place at least six specimen
13 ballots, which shall be kept so posted until the polls are
14 closed, except that where voting booths are provided, two
15 of such specimen ballots may be posted on such booths.

1 Section 46. Caucuses, except as herein otherwise
2 provided, shall be held in general accordance with the
3 provisions of law for the conduct of elections and the
4 manner of voting thereat.

1 Section 47. The order of business shall be as fol-
lows

First, Any necessary preliminary busine
4 Second, Balloting until half-past eight o’clock in the
5 evening, when the polls shall be closed unless the caucus
6 shall vote to keep them open until a later hour; but
7 every voter waiting in line at the hour for closing the
8 polls shall be allowed to vote.
9 Third, After the polls have been closed, any other

10 business which is properly before the caucus.

1 Section 48. If the right of a person offering to vote
is challenged for any legal cause, the presiding officer shall

3 require him, or some one in his behalf, to write his name
4 and residence on the outside of the ballot offered, and
5 before it is received the presiding officer shall add thereto
6 the name of the person challenging and the cause alleged
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i for the challenge; but no caucus officer shall receive any
8 ballot which by law he is required to refuse. No officer
9 or other person shall give any information in regard to a

10 ballot cast by a challenged voter unless required by law
11 so to do.

1 Section 49. Immediately after the polls have been
2 declared closed, but not before, the ballots shall be
3 counted in full view of the voters. When they have been
4 counted and the result has been ascertained, the presiding
5 officer shall make public announcement thereof in open
6 meeting, and the clerk shall, in open meeting, enter in
7 words at length in the record book the total number of
8 names checked on the voting list, the total number of
9 ballots cast, the names of all persons voted for, the

10 number of votes for each person, and the title of the
11 delegation or office for which he was a candidate. The
12 clerk shall forthwith make a copy of said record, certify
13 and seal the same, and transmit it to the city or town
14 clerk, or in Boston to the election commissioners. He
15 shall then, before the adjournment of the caucus, and in
16 the presence of those who counted the same, seal up all

17 ballots cast, with the voting lists used, and a statement
18 of any challenge which may have been made.
19 The warden and clerk shall indorse upon such package
20 the name of the political party holding the caucus, its
21 date, its purpose, and, if in a city, for what ward
22 the ballots were cast. The warden shall forthwith trans-
-23 mit, by the officer detailed to attend the caucus, to the

24 city or town clerk, or in Boston to the election commis-
-25 sioners, the ballots cast, the voting lists, the ballot boxes,
26 the ballot box seals, the counting apparatus, the copy of
27 the records, and the record book.
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28 The city or town clerk or election commissioners shall
29 safely keep such sealed packages for ten days. If within
30 said time ten voters entitled to vote in said caucus file
31 with them a written request so to do, they shall preserve
32 said ballots and voting lists for three months and shall
33 produce them if required by any court or convention
34 having jurisdiction or authority over the same.

1 Section 50. The city or town clerk, and in Boston
the election commissioners, upon written application,

3 signed by at least ten voters of a ward or town, for a
4 copy of a list as checked, may open the envelope contain-
-5 ing the voting list used at any caucus in such ward or
6 town and shall furnish to them a certified copy thereof as
7 checked.

1 Section 51. If before five o’clock in the afternoon of
2 the second day next succeeding the day of any caucus,
3 ten or more voters of any town or ward shall sign,
4 adding thereto their respective residences on the first day
5 of April of that year, and file with the city or town
6 clerk, or in Boston with the election commissioners, a
7 statement under oath that the records and returns made
8 by the caucus officers of such town or ward are erroneous,
9 specifying the error, or that challenged votes were cast

10 by persons not entitled to vote therein, said city or town
11 clerk shall forthwith transmit such statement to the
12 registrars of voters with the sealed packages containing
13 the ballots, and voting lists, and said registrars or election
14 commissioners shall give notice in writing to the person
15 affected, fixing a place and time, as early as may be, at
16 which said ballots will be recounted and at such place and
17 time shall open the packages containing the ballots and
18 voting lists and recount said ballots and determine the
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19 questions raised, and shall reject any challenged vote cast
20 by a person found not to have been entitled to vote; and
21 such recount shall stand as the true result of the vote
22 cast in such caucus. Each candidate affected may be
23 present during such recount, or may be represented by
24 an agent appointed by him in writing. If it shall appear
25 upon a recount that persons were nominated or elected
26 other than those declared to have been nominated or
27 elected, certificates of such change shall be made as in the
2S case of the original certificate.

1 Section 52. At the caucus held for the choice of
2 delegates to the state convention, there shall be chosen
3 biennially a warden, a clerk, and at least five inspectors,
4 and, in wards having more than five precincts, such addi-
-5 tional inspectors as the city committee of the political
6 party whose caucuses are to be held may determine.
7 They shall be voters of the ward or town in which they
8 are elected and members of the political party whose
9 caucus is to be held. No person shall be eligible to the

10 position of warden or clerk or inspector who is a state,
11 county or city employee, or who is a member of a ward
12 or town committee, and no person shall serve as a caucus

13 officer at any caucus wherein he is a candidate for a nomi-
-14 nation to an elective office, or for a ward or town com-

-15 mittee. Every caucus officer shall hold office for two
16 years, beginning with the first day of the month succeed-
-17 ing his election, and until his successor is elected. He
18 shall, before entering upon the performance of his duties,
19 be sworn to the faithful performance thereof by the
20 warden, clerk, or a justice of the peace, and a record of
21 such oath shall be made upon the record book of such

reus. The respective duties of caucus officers shall be
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in general the same as are required of election officers at
elections.

Section 53. A majority of the caucus officers present
at a caucus may fill temporary vacancies and elect addi-
tional officers to serve in that caucus only. Such tempo-
rary officers shall be duly sworn. Permanent vacancies
shall be filled by a majority vote of all the caucus
officers.

Section 54. A city or town committee of a political
party which has adopted the provisions of law for the use
of official ballots shall, at least ten days before holding
any caucus thereunder, appoint caucus officers in each
ward, town, or voting precinct in cities and towns where
elections or caucuses are held in such precincts, to serve
at the first caucus to be held thereafter.

Section 55. In a newly incorporated city, or upon a
redivision into wards of a city to which the said pro-
visions apply, the caucus officers to serve in the first
caucuses held in the next succeeding year shall be ap-
pointed by the city committee; and at such caucuses the
regular caucus officers shall be chosen. Where additional
polling places are provided, after the election of caucus
officers, officers to act in such polling places shall be ap-

pointed by the city committee.

Section 56. All caucuses of political and municipal
parties in Boston and in cities, and in towns using official
ballots, which vote that primaries shall be held therein,
except caucuses to elect delegates to conventions held for
the election of delegates to national conventions, and for
the choice of ward committees after the change of ward
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7 lines, shall be held at the same time and place as pri-
-8 maries, and shall be conducted in general accordance with
9 the provisions of law concerning the conduct of elections

10 and the manner of voting thereat, except as otherwise
11 provided herein.

1 Section 57. In any city or town which has adopted
2 the provisions of law for nominating by primaries, the
3 following question shall be put on the official ballot at
4 any city election or annual town meeting on petition of
5 five per cent of the voters registered at the time of the
6 preceding city election or annual town meeting, filed with
7 the city or town clerk on or before the last day of filing
8 nomination papers: “Shall joint caucuses or primaries
9 continue to be held in this city (or town)?” In any city
10 or town not nominating by primaries the following ques-
-11 tion may, by similar petition, be put on the ballot at the
12 next city election or annual town meeting: “Shall joint
13 caucuses or primaries be held in this city (or town)?”
14 In the event of an affirmative or negative vote on these
15 questions, primaries shall or shall not thereafter be held

case of an affirmative vote in16 accordingly, except that in
17 a town the provisions shall
18 nomination of town officers

not apply to caucuses for the
, unless expressly provided in

19 the vote
which vote to hold primaries
all forthwith notify the secre-

20 Clerks of cities or town

21 or to rescind such action s
22 tary of the commonwealth of such vote

1 Section 58. Notices of intention to participate in

2 primaries shall he furnished by the city and town com-

-3 mittees of such political and municipal parties as are cn-

-4 titled to and desire to participate therein not less than
5 twenty-two days prior to the day on which the primaries
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6 are to be held, to the election commissioners in Boston,
7 the city clerk in other cities or the town clerk in towns.
8 Said notices shall state the number of delegates to be
9 chosen to each convention and the number of members

10 of a ward or town committee to be elected in each ward
11 or town.

1 Section 59. In Boston notices of primaries shall be
issued not less than twenty-two days prior to the day on

3 which the primaries are to be held. Nomination papers
4 shall be sealed up and filed in the office of the secretary

5 of the city committee of the party making the nomina-
-6 tions not less than fourteen week days prior to the day
7 upon which the primary is to be held for which the nomi-
-8 nations are made; and the secretary" of each city com-
-9 mittee shall deliver to the election commissioners, not less
10 than ten week day's before the day upon which the pri-
ll maries are to be held and before five o’clock in the after-
-12 noon of the last day", the nomination papers filed with
13 him.

1 Section 60. Primaries shall be held on the eighth
2 Tuesday preceding state elections, on the third Tuesday
3 preceding city elections, except in Boston, and on the

1 Tuesday preceding town elections, provided that
at special elections all primaries shall be held on the third

6 Thursday preceding the day of the election
In Boston they shall be held by precincts as established

8 for elections; elsewhere, wholly" or partly by wards, pre-
9 cincts or towns, as the board of aldermen or selectmen

10 may from time to time determine.

1 Section 61. Nominations shall be made in accordance
2 with the provisions of sections thirty-one to forty, in-
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3 elusive, of this act, except as otherwise provided in section
4 fifty-nine.

1 Section 62. Ballots for each political and municipal
2 party, ballot boxes, voting lists, specimen ballots, blank
3 forms and apparatus, seals and record books shall be
4 provided and treated in accordance with the provisions
5 of sections forty-two to forty-five, inclusive, of this act,
6 except that the number of ballots shall be determined by
7 the election commissioners in Boston, by the city clerk
8 in any other city, and by the town clerk in towns, and
9 shall not for any ward or town exceed one ballot of each

10 party for each voter therein; and the ballots for each
11 party shall be printed on paper of a different color from

12 that on which the ballots for any other party are printed.

1 Section 63. The provisions of law relating to election
2 officers, voting places for elections, election apparatus and
3 blanks, calling and conduct of elections, manner of voting

4 at elections, counting and recounting of votes at elections,

5 the provisions of section three hundred and eight of
6 chapter eight hundred and thirty-five of the acts of nine-

-7 teen hundred and thirteen, corrupt practices, and penal-
-8 ties, shall apply to primaries, except as otherwise pro-

-9 vided in sections fifty-six to seventy-two, inclusive, of

1 Section 64. The election commissioners in Boston,

2 the city clerks in other cities, and the town clerks in

3 towns may designate two inspectors and two deputy m-

-4 specters, representing the two leading political parties,

5 instead of a larger number, to serve at the primaries, and

6 from the whole body of election officers they may desig-

-7 nate officers equally representing the two leading political
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8 parties to serve as tellers in any precinct or ward during
9 part of the day for the purpose of receiving ballots, check-

-10 ing names, or canvassing and counting votes, such tellers
11 to receive such part of a full day’s compensation of elec-

-12 tion officers as the election commissioners in Boston, the
13 board of aldermen in other cities, or the selectmen in
14 towns may determine.

1 Section 65. In wards or towns where at elections
2 voting is by precincts, but at primaries by wards or
3 towns, the city or town clerk shall designate which of the

4 election officers shall serve as primary officers.

1 Section 66. Except in Boston no person shall be in-
-2 eligible to serve as a primary officer because he is a
3 candidate for or member of a ward or town committee.

1 Section 67. The polls at every primary shall be open
2 during such hours, not less than nine in cities or four in
3 towns, as may be designated by the board of election
4 commissioners in Boston, the aldermen of other cities,

5 and the selectmen of towns.

1 Section 68. When in a primary the voter seeks to
2 pass the guard rail, he shall be asked by one of the
3 ballot clerks which party ballot he desires, and the ballot
4 clerk upon reply shall distinctly announce the same and
5 give him such party ballot. The voter’s selection shall
6 be checked on the voting list used by the ballot clerks,
7 and said list shall be returned to the election commis-
-8 sioners in Boston, or to the city clerk in any other city,
9 or to the town clerk in towns, for preservation during the

10 succeeding calendar year. A copy of the party entries
11 on such list shall be used at subsequent primaries for de-
-12 termining with what party the voter has been enrolled.
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13 No voter enrolled under the provisions of this act shall
14 be allowed to receive the ballot of any political party
15 except that with which he is so enrolled, but he may
16 change his enrolment by appearing in person before the
17 election commissioners in Boston, the city clerk in any
18 other city, or the town clerk in towns, and requesting in
19 writing to have his enrolment changed to another party;
20 but such change shall not take effect until the expiration
21 of ninety days after the voter so appears; but the
22 political party enrolment of a voter shall not preclude
23 him from receiving at a primary the ballot of any mu-
-24 nicipal party, though in no one primary shall he receive
25 more than one party ballot.
26 No voter who denies the accuracy of his enrolment
27 may deposit his ballot until he takes the following oath,
28 which shall be administered to him by the presiding
29 officer of the primary:
30 You do solemnly swear, or affirm, that you are a
31 registered voter in this ward (or town), and have the

32 legal right to vote in this primary and that you are a

33 member of the party participating in the same

34 and are incorrectly enrolled as a member of the

36 The clerk or secretary of the primary shall make a

37 record of the administration of said oath to every person

38 who takes the same, which record shall state whether or

39 not said person voted. Said record shall be returned
40 with the proceedings of said primary and shall be prima
41 facie evidence in any court that such person took said

42 oath and voted in said primary. Such voter may be

43 challenged like any other voter.

1 Section 69. In the counting of \otes when the
2 ballots are removed from the ballot box they shall first



HOUSE No. 272 j1921.] 33

3 be soi'ted into piles, one for each party, and each pile
4 shall be counted and sealed separately. Votes shall be
5 counted only for nominations of the party on whose
6 ballot they appear.

1 Section 70. The election commissioners in Boston,

2 the city clerks in other cities, and town clerks in towns,
3 shall canvass the returns of votes, determine the results,

4 issue proper certificates thereof to the successful candi-
-5 dates, and notify the chairmen of the city or town com-
-6 mittees of the respective parties as to the persons who
7 have been elected delegates to conventions and members
8 of ward and town committees.
9 They shall also certify to the facts required by law as

10 to certificates of nominations of representatives to the
11 general court, and shall file such certificates with the
12 secretary of the commonwealth on or before the Thursday
13 designated by law therefor.

1 Section 71. If a majority of a delegation or of a
2 ward or town committee is not elected, or if there is a tie
3 vote for candidates for an elective office, the vacancy
4 shall be filled according to the provisions of section two
5 hundred and seven of chapter eight hundred and thirty-
-6 five of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirteen, and the
7 city or town clerk, or in Boston the election commission-
-8 ers, shall notify the chairman or secretary of the com-
-9 mittee of the political party interested.

1 Section 72. In Boston petitions for recounts after
2 primaries shall be filed before five o’clock in the afternoon

of the second day thereafter.
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1 Section 73. A caucus of the voters, or of a specified
2 portion thereof in a ward of a city, or in a town, may be
3 called and held for the nomination-of candidates to be
4 voted for at any city election, or at any election of town
5 officers for which official ballots are used, or for the selec-
-6 tion of delegates to a convention, or for the appointment
7 of a committee. A like caucus in any representative dis-
-8 trict may be held for the nomination of a candidate for
9 representative in the general court; but otherwise no

10 nomination of a candidate to be voted for in an electoral
11 district or division containing more than one town or
12 more than one ward of a city shall be made by a caucus.
13 The proceedings of such caucuses shall be invalid unless
14 at least twenty-five voters participate and vote therein.
15 Except as provided in this section, no caucus or meeting
16 other than those of political parties shall be entitled to
17 nominate a candidate whose name shall be placed on the
18 official ballot, or to select delegates to a political conven-
-19 tion for the nomination of a candidate whose name shall
20 be placed on such ballot.

1 Section 74. The notice for a caucus under the pre-
-2 ceding section shall be written or printed, shall state the
3 place where, and the day and hour when, said caucus is

4 to be held, shall be issued at least seven days prior
5 thereto, and shall be conspicuously posted in at least five

6 places on lines of public travel, and, if practicable, in

7 every post office within the city or town, or shall be pub-
-8 lished at least twice in one or more local newspapers.
9 Said notice shall be signed by one or more voters of the

10 ward, town or district for which the caucus is called, and
11 shall designate by name or office the person who shall
12 call such caucus to order, and he shall preside until a

13 chairman is chosen. In his absence, the caucus may
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14 choose a temporary chairman. The first business in order
15 shall be the organization of the caucus by the choice of a
16 chairman, a secretary, and such other officers as the
17 meeting may require. The persons receiving the highest
18 number of votes shall be declared elected or nominated.
19 The caucus may adopt regulations not inconsistent with
20 this act.

1 Section 75. Upon the written request of ten or more
2 voters present at a caucus and entitled to vote therein,
3 presented by motion or otherwise to the presiding officer
4 for the time being, at any time before the choice of the
5 officer to which it relates, any candidate, delegate or
6 member of a political committee, and unless the caucus
7 votes otherwise, the chairman of the caucus, shall be
8 elected by ballot. In balloting, the voting lists furnished
9 under section sixty-seven of chapter eight hundred and

10 thirty-five of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirteen
11 'shall be used as check lists.

1 Section 76. The secretary of a caucus held under the
2 provisions of the three preceding sections shall, at the
3 request in writing of ten voters entitled to vote in the
4 caucus, preserve all ballots cast and voting lists used
5 therein for three months, and shall produce the same if
6 required by any court, board, convention or other tri-
-7 bunal having jurisdiction thereof.

1 Section 77. A convention of delegates, a caucus or a
2 primary held in accordance with the provisions of this
3 act for the commonwealth, or for a district, county, city,
4 town or ward may make one nomination except that at a
5 primary one nomination for each political party taking
6 part therein may be made for each office to be filled at
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7 an election therein, and shall be entitled to have the
8 names of all candidates so nominated placed upon the
9 official ballot upon filing a certificate of nomination as

10 hereinafter provided. A party may make a nomination
11 for an office to be filled by election in the commonwealth,
12 or in any district, county, city, town or ward, when at
13 the five preceding annual elections it polled in the com-
-14 monwealth, or in such district, county, city, town or
15 ward, respectively, a number of votes for governor equal
16 to the number of voters required to nominate by nomina-
-17 tion papers a candidate for the office so to be filled.

1 Section 78. The candidates of all political parties for
2 the office of representative in congress in the ninth, tenth
3 and eleventh districts, councillor in districts composed
4 wholly of Suffolk senatorial districts, senator in the
5 Suffolk districts, representative in the general court and
6 for elective ..city offices to be voted for in two or more
7 wards, shall be nominated by direct plurality vote in
8 caucuses or primaries.
9 The persons wffio in the aggregate of all the ballots cast

10 at such caucuses or primaries in each district for the
11 several candidates shall receive the highest number of
12 votes shall be the candidates nominated

1 Section 79. All provisions of law relative to the
2 preparation of nomination papers and ballots, to caucuses,
3 primaries and elections, to ballots cast at caucuses, pri-
-4 maries and elections, to recounts of such ballots, and to

5 certificates of nomination shall, so far as they are

6 applicable, apply to caucuses held for direct nominations.

1 Section 80. No convention to nominate candidates
2 for any state or city office shall be called for or held on
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3 a date earlier than four days after the holding of the
4 caucuses or primaries for the choice of delegates thereto,
5 and all such conventions shall be called for and held on
6 a date not later than forty-eight hours prior to the hour

7 for filing certificates of nomination as provided in section
8 two hundred and three of chapter eight hundred and
9 thirty-five of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirteen,

10 as amended by section fifty-three of chapter two hundred
11 and ninety-three of the General Acts of nineteen hundred
12 and eighteen, and section twenty-one of chapter two
13 hundred and eighty-nine of the General Acts of nineteen
14 hundred and nineteen.
15 No representative convention shall be called for or
16 held on a date earlier than seven days after the date
17 designated for holding caucuses by the state committee of
18 the political party whose representative convention is to
19 be held.

1 Section 81. At a convention not held for the nomina-
-2 tion of candidates for any offices to be filled by all the
3 voters of the commonwealth, by vote of one fourth of the
4 delegates present the nomination of any candidate shall
5 be made by roll call in the following manner: the secre-
-6 tary of the convention shall call the roll of the towns and
7 cities in alphabetical order or of wards in a city in
8 numerical order, and each delegate shall, as his name is
9 called, state in the hearing of the convention the name of

10 the candidate for whom he desires to vote, and the
11 person receiving a majority of votes on such roll call shall
12 be the candidate of the convention.

1 Section 82. The clerk of a city or town wherein
2 caucuses are held by precincts or by groups of precincts
3 in any one ward, immediately upon receipt of the returns
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4 from the caucus officers, which shall be made as provided
5 in section forty-nine of this act, shall tabulate and de-
-6 termine the results thereof, and shall certify to the facts
7 required by the following section, and in accordance with
8 the provisions of section eighty-three of this act and sec-
-9 tion two hundred and two of chapter eight hundred and

10 thirty-five of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirteen,
11 except in cases where the nomination is for an office to
12 be filled by the voters of a city or town, in which cases
13 no such certificate shall be required. The clerk shall also
14 issue proper certificates to the successful candidates and
15 notify the chairmen of the city or town committees of
16 the respective parties as to the persons who have been
17 elected delegates to conventions and members of ward
18 and town committees.

1 Section 83. Every certificate of nomination shall
2 state such facts as are required by section two hundred
3 and one of said chapter eight hundred and thirty-five, as
4 amended by section one of chapter two hundred and
5 fifty of the General Acts of nineteen hundred and seven-
-6 teen, and except in cases of direct nomination for a dis-
-7 trict comprising more than one ward or town, and except
8 where caucuses are held in one precinct or by groups of
9 precincts in any ward, shall be signed by the presiding

10 officer and by the secretary of the convention or caucus,

11 who shall ddd to their signatures their residences, and
12 shall make oath to the truth thereof. The secretary of
13 the convention or caucus shall within the seventy-two
14 hours succeeding five o’clock in the afternoon of the
15 day upon which the convention or caucus was held and
16 within the time specified in section two hundred and
17 three of chapter eight hundred and thirty-five of the acts
18 of nineteen hundred and thirteen, as amended by section
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19 thirty-three of the General Acts of nineteen hundred and
20 eighteen, and by section twenty-one of chapter two hun-
-21 dred and eighty-nine of the General Acts of nineteen
22 hundred and nineteen, file such certificate as hereinafter
23 provided.

1 Section 84. No provision of this act shall apply to
2 nominations or elections to municipal office in the city of
3 Boston.




