
Accompanying the petition of the Massachusetts State Tenants’
Protective Association relative to unjust, unreasonable and oppressive

Nts of rent. Joint Judiciary. January 12.

AN ACT
To provide for Unjust, Unreasonable and Oppressive Agree-

ments of Rent.

iperation of this act would de^1 Whereas, The deferred
feat its purpose to provide immediate relief from hardship
incident to the present scarcity of houses and buildings

4 available for habitation, therefore it is hereby declared tc
5 be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preser-
-6 vation of the public health and convenience.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

No. 304HOUSE

Cljc Commontoealtt) of 90assactnisetts,

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-One.

1 Section 1. It shall be compulsory for a landlord to
2 accept the old rent plus a ten per cent increase if the
3 rent has not been increased on the premises occupied for
4 dwelling purposes, other than a room or rooms in a
5 hotel, lodging house, or rooming house, over the amount
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6 stipulated by law (chapter five hundred and seventy-
-7 eight), and where the amount of increase has exceeded
8 the stipulation by law he must accept the old rent pend-
-9 ing a decision of the courts on the merits of his increase.

1 Section 2. A refusal of this tender as provided for in
2 section one of this act shall not constitute a non-payment
3 of rent or grounds for an action of eviction.

1 Section 3. A landlord unwilling to continue the
2 tenancy of tenant at the present rent shall be required to

3 give thirty days’ notice on the rent day to terminate
4 the tenancy except in cases of non-payment of rent.

1 Section 4. Upon conviction by the court of the viola-
-2 tion of this act the party convicted shall be punished by
3 imprisonment for a term of not more than one year, or
4 by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars, or by
5 both such fine and imprisonment.
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