
Accompanying the petition of the Massachusetts Real Estate Ex-
change relative to the number of votes in the board of appeal of the
city of Boston necessary to vary the provisions of law relative to build-
ing permits. Metropolitan Affairs. January 12.

AN ACT
Relative to Appeals from Decisions of the Building Com-

missioner in the City of Boston relative to Building Per-
mits.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section seven of chapter five hundred and fifty of the
2 acts of the year nineteen hundred and seven is hereby
3 amended by striking out the words “shall be unanimous
4 and”, in the fifteenth and sixteenth lines, and inserting
5 in place thereof the words:-—shall be by majority vote
6 and shall, —so as to read as follows: Section 7. An
7 applicant for a permit whose application has been refused
8 may appeal therefrom within ninety days. A person who
9 has been ordered by the commissioner to incur any ex-

-10 pense may within ten days after being notified of such
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11 order appeal therefrom by giving to the commissioner
12 notice in writing of his appeal. Such notice or a certified
13 copy thereof shall at once be transmitted by the com-
-14 missioner to the board of appeal. After notice given to
15 such parties as the board shall order, a hearing shall be
16 had, and the board shall affirm, annul, or modify said
17 refusal or order. The board may vary the provisions of
18 this act in specific cases which appear to them not to
19 have been contemplated by this act although covered by
20 it, or in cases where manifest injustice is done: pro-
-21 vided, that the decisions of the board in such cases shall
22 be by majority vote and shall not conflict with the spirit
23 of any provision of this act.
24 The decision shall specify the variations allowed and
25 the reasons therefor, and shall be filed in the office of the
26 commissioner within ten days after the hearing. A cer-
-27 tiffed copy shall be sent by mail or otherwise to the ap-
-28 plicant and a copy kept publicly posted in the office of
29 the commissioner for two weeks thereafter. If the order
30 or refusal of the commissioner is affirmed, such order or
31 refusal shall have full force and effect. If the order or
32 refusal is modified or annulled, the commissioner shall
33 issue a permit in accordance with such decision.
34 The provisions of this section shall also apply to any
35 similar action or'order of the commissioner of wires, un-

-36 der the provisions of chapter two hundred and sixty-
-37 eight of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-
-38 eight, or of any amendment thereof or addition thereto,

39 except that in respect thereto the words “ commissioner
40 of wires” shall be substituted for the word “commis-
-41 sioner”.
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