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A.d:

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-One

AN ACT
To create a Good Roads Commission to utilize the Labor

in Making and Repairing the Public Roads of Prisoners
and Other Persons.

and House of RepresentativesBe it enacted by the Senate
General Court assembled, and by the authority of thein

ame, as follows:

rmission is hereby created, tction 1. T
i knowr> the state good roads commis

Ms, four of whom shall beion, to consist of hve pers

ro shall be appointed by th
rnor with the advice and consent of the council and

by the senate; said commissioners shall be
ppointed to serve one for one year, one for two year

for five8 one for three years, one for fo
id when one’s term of office expires hi

Iterm of office shall be for five
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[Jan.HOUSE - No. 485.9

11 missioner shall receive a salary of five thousand dollars
12 per year and his actual and necessary travelling expenses
lo in the discharge of his official duties. Said commissioners
14 shall have an office in the state house in Boston for the
15 general transaction of its business and the keeping of its
16 books and papers.

1 Section 2. The attorney general and his assistants
2 shall prepare all the legal documents and papers and
3 give the commission such legal advice and assistance as
4 it may require in the conduct of its affairs and office
5 and defend and prosecute all suits that the said com-
-6 mission shall be involved in.

1 Section 3. Said commissioners shall choose one of its
2 number to act as its chairman and one to act as assistant
3 chairman when the chairman is unable to act.

1 Section 4. The commissioner may employ a clerk at
2 a salary not to exceed twenty-five hundred dollars per
3 year and such other assistants as they may deem neces-
-4 sary in the good administration of their office.

1 Section 5. The commissioner shall utilize the labor
2 of all persons who are capable of laboring that are sup-
-3 ported by the public, and in case they are prisoners due
4 care shall be exercised to prevent their escape, and full
5 authority is granted to the commissioner to adopt such
6 rules, regulations, and punishments as they may find
7 necessary to secure good order and efficient service from
8 all persons under their control. Said commissioner may
9 take by purchase or eminent domain any material that

10 they may deem necessary for the advantageous prosecu-
-11 tion of their work as hereafter provided in section eight,
12 and the sum of five million dollars is hereby appropriated
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13 for the use of said commission to be raised by the issuing
14 of five million dollars in bonds at five per cent semi-
-15 annual interest, one million payable in one year, and
16 one million in each succeeding year thereafter until the
17 five millions are paid.

1 Section G. The said commission shall have full au-

-2 thority to construct or purchase from the government or
3 other parties such machinery or other necessary supplies
4 as thev may find necessary in the good and economical
5 execution of their work.

1 Section 7. In the construction or reconstruction of
2 the state highways they shall be made not less than
3 eighteen feet wide, with a sufficiently deep and strong

4 foundation and sufficiently drained at all low points so
5 as to prevent freezing and heaving in the winter and be
6 given a hard and permanent surface sufficiently thick
7 and strong to resist heavy trucks; said surface may be
8 of concrete, flagging or paving, or of such other material
9 as the commission may find is to the best advantage of

10 the public.

1 Section 8. The said commissioners are hereby au-
-2 thorized to take by purchase, lease or by eminent do-
3 main such land or rights in property as they may deem
4 necessary for the purposes of this act, and in case the
5 public exigencies require that they take property or
6 rights in property of any individual for public use, they
7 are hereby constituted a court with full jurisdiction over
8 the subject matter and parties, and shall proceed to
9 condemn the land or other property in the same manner

10 as provided in the Revised Laws, chapter forty-eight, for
11 the laying out of highways by county commissioners, or
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12 if the owner or owners of the property are known and
13 they or their agents could be served with a notice by
14 registered mail or personal service, they shall be so
15 notified by the service of a copy of the description of the
1G property to be taken, and the time and place that the
17 said property will be appraised and reasonable compen-
-18 sation and payment awarded, and betterments ascer-
-19 tained in offset if they are special and different from
20 those accruing from the building or repairing of a high-
-21 way; but if they cannot be so reached and notified, or
22 the owner is unknown, then the commissioners shall ap-
-23 point a relative or friend, if known, of the owner or
24 owners, or if none is known then some competent person
25 to act as guardian ad litem to represent the interests of
26 the absentee or John Doe, owner of the property, and the
27 commissioners shall forthwith issue their warrants for the
28 payment of the amount so awarded against the funds in
29 their hands to the party that it is awarded to, and if ac-
-30 cepted by said owner or owners, or agent, it shall be in
31 full settlement for the damage; but if the award is re-

32 fused by the owner or owners or agent, or is made to a
uardian or next friend, the said warrant shall be d<

4 posited with the clerk of the superior court in which the
35 major portion of the owner’s property lies, and such
36 owner shall have six months after they have notice of
37 the taking of their property to put the award on the trial
38 list for a jury to assess the damages, and any person
39 who refuses to accept the commissioners’ award shall
40 have their warrant so deposited with the clerk of the
41 superior court, and shall have sixty days after the said
42 warrant shall have been so deposited with the clerk of
43 the superior court in which to put their case on the jury
44 list for the assessment of damages, and to file a good and
45 sufficient bond with good sureties for the cost if they do
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46 not recover a greater amount than the commissioners
47 awarded them, and the same provisions shall apply to
48 the John Doe or unnotified owners of the property.
49 Where land or easements in land other than temporary
50 are taken the commissioners shall within ninety days after
51 taking possession of it file and record a description and
52 a map or plan of it drawn to scale in the registry of
53 deeds for the county in -which it is located, describing
54 its location and the supposed owner or owners’ names.
55 If the owner or owners of any land so taken neglect
56 to put their cause *on the trial list as herein provided
57 they and their heirs or legal representatives are forever
58 excluded from claiming any further compensation than
59 that awarded them by the commissioners.

1 Section 9. The said good roads commissioners shall
2 take over all the books, papers, records, property and
3 effects that belong to the state or were kept or used by
4 the state highway commissioners.

1 Section 10. Any prisoner who has been a faithful
2 laborer or mechanic, if needed, may be employed after
3 his term has expired at the rate of not more than one
4 dollar for a laborer, and two dollars per day for a ma-
-5 chinist and their board.

1 Section 11. The office, duties and salaries of the
2 board of public works who succeed to the Massachusetts
3 board of highway commissioners is hereby abolished in
4 so far as it relates to highways.

1 Section 12. This act shall take affect within thirty
2 days after its passage and approval and at such time as
3 the state good roads commissioners have qualified for the
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4 discharge of their duties, and then the board of public
5 works or successors to the Massachusetts highway com-
-6 missioners shall deliver to the said state good roads com-
-7 missioners their office and all of the books and effects be-
-8 longing thereto, and the said commission shall succeed to
9 all of their rights and duties that are not inconsistent

10 with this act.

1 Section 13. All acts or parts of acts that conflict
2 with this act are hereby repealed so far as they relate
3 to it.






