
HOUSE No. 570
Accompanying the petition of James MacKaye for the preparatior

and distribution bv the Secretary of the Commonwealth before State
elections of an official bulletin of information for voters. Ele
Laws. January 17

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-One.

AN ACT
To provide for an Official Election Campaign Bulletin.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The secretary of the commonwealth shall,
2 at the expense of the commonwealth, cause to be pre-
-3 pared, printed and sent to each registered voter in the
4 commonwealth, at least one week before each regular
5 state election, an official campaign bulletin.

1 Section 2. The bulletin shall contain such number of
2 pages as may be required, and shall be in size, paper and
3 printing essentially similar to the standard daily eight-
-4 column newspapers published in the commonwealth.
5 The bulletin shall be printed in as many forms as there
6 are forms of the official state ballot, and the appropriate
7 form shall be sent to the voters of each electoral district.
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1 Section 3. On the first page of the bulletin shall ap-
-2 pear a sample ballot of the appropriate form, reduced in

3 size if necessary to conform to the size of the page used
4 in the bulletin.

1 Section 4. Beginning at the top of the second page,
2 and following the order of the ballot, shall appear state-
-3 ments furnished by the candidates whose names appear
4 on the ballot, excepting candidates, if any, for presidential
5 elector. Each candidate shall be allotted an amount of
(i space such that, allowing for suitable headings, three such
7 spaces will occupy one column. At the written request
8 of a candidate sent to the secretary, accompanied by a
9 photograph, there shall be inserted in the space allotted

10 to him, in lieu of an equivalent area of text, a photogra-
-11 vure portrait of himself. All portraits shall be of uni-
-12 form size. The text of all statements shall be inserted
13 below the appropriate portrait, if any, and shall be
14 printed in nonpareil type. Type used for headings shall
15 not discriminate between candidates. Space allotted to
16 candidates for the same office shall, so far as feasible, be
17 placed in parallel column.
18 The secretary may make and publish reasonable rules
19 and regulations to be observed by candidates entitled to use
20 space in the bulletin. No candidate shall be allowed to

21 print more matter than will fill the space allotted to him,
22 nor matter which reflects upon the character, refers to

23 the record, or claims to present the views of an oppo-
-24 nent, nor matter otherwise inappropriate to print in the
25 bulletin. The secretary may reject matter which, in his
26 judgment, fails to comply with these requirements.

1 Section 5. Following the statements of candidates
2 shall be printed measures, and matter pertaining to meas-
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ures referred to the people, and following this shall be
printed all other matter required to be sent to the regis-
tered voters by the constitution and laws of the common-
wealth; opposing arguments or reports which may be
included therein to be presented, so far as feasible, in
parallel column.

Section 6. Abstracts of platforms of political parties
shall be printed in the bulletin if submitted to the secre-
tary by the proper authorities in conformity with reason-
able rules to be formulated by him for that purpose. Such
abstracts shall not exceed two thousand words in length.

Section 7. Subject to limitations which may be im-
posed by existing contracts, the secretary of the com-
monwealth is hereby authorized to contract with any
properly qualified parties for the publication of the official
campaign bulletin.




