
Accompanying the petition of the Massachusetts State Branch of
the American Federation of Labor for the establishment of night

the municipal court for the city of Boston. Joint Judiciary
January 17

AN ACT
To establish a Night Court for the City of Boston.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

No. 587HOUSE

Cfjc CommonVuealtl) of sptmacljusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-One.

1 Section 1. The chief justice of the municipal court of
2 the city of Boston shall provide for the holding of a night
3 session of the court, which shall be exclusively for the
4 hearing of criminal complaints and proceedings against
5 all persons who are arrested, except bn a charge of felony,
6 after the day sessions of the court are closed, or at an
7 hour too late to be brought to a day court. Such session
8 shall be known as the night court. All persons who are
9 so arrested must be brought to and arraigned before the

10 night court, unless they request in writing to be arraigned



11 before a clay session of the said municipal court, on
12 printed forms which shall be provided for that purpose.
13 The night court thus established shall open for business
14 at eight o’clock in the evening and shall not close earlier
15 than three o’clock in the morning, or at such later hour
16 as the chief justice, in his discretion, shall deem best for
17 the public interest. The night court shall not hold ses-
-18 sions upon legal holidays or upon the Lord’s day, or upon
19 the day following a legal holiday which falls on Sunday,
20 unless the business to come before it, in the opinion of the
21 presiding justice at said night court, is of pressing neces-
-22 sity.

1 Section 2. The chief justice shall appoint a clerk of
2 said night court and such assistant clerks as in his opinion
3 may be necessary, and may fix the salaries of said clerks
4 subject to the approval of the governor and council.

1 Section 3. If the chief justice of the municipal court
2 is of opinion that the establishment of the said night
3 court requires the appointment of additional judges, he

4 shall certify that fact to the governor on or before the
5 first day of August, nineteen hundred and twenty-one,
6 and the governor within thirty days thereafter shall ap-
-7 point, subject to the approval of the council, such judge
8 or as many judges as in his opinion may be necessary to

9 carry out the provisions of this act.
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1 Section 4. This act shall take effect on the first day
2 of September in the year nineteen hundred and twenty-
-3 one.






