
Accompanying the petition, of George A. Gilman and others relative
to crimes against chastity, morality, decency and good order. Legal
Affairs. January 17.

AN ACT
Relative to Crimes against Chastity, Morality, Decency

and Good Order.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section fifty-three of chapter two hundred and seventy-
-2 two of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out said section and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-4 lowing: - Section 53. Rogues and vagabonds, persons
5 who use any juggling or unlawful games or plays, com-
-6 mon pipers and fiddlers, stubborn children, runaways,
7 common drunkards, common nightwalkers, both male
8 and female, persons who with offensive or disorderly act
9 or language accost or annoy in public places persons of

10 the opposite sex, pilferers, lewd, wanton and lascivious
11 persons in speech or behavior, common railers and brawl-
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12 ers, persons who neglect their calling or employment or
13 who misspend what they earn and do not provide for
14 themselves or for the support of their families, and all
15 other idle and disorderly persons who have no lawful
16 business and habitually misspend their time, may be
17 punished by imprisonment in the Massachusetts re-
-18 formatory or at the state farm in the case of a male
19 offender, or in the reformatory for women or at the state
20 farm in the case of a female offender, or, for not more
21 than six months, in the house of correction or workhouse
22 in the town where the offender is convicted, or in the
23 workhouse, if any, in the town where the offender has a
24 legal settlement, if such town is in the county where the
25 conviction was obtained, or by a fine not exceeding two
26 hundred dollars, either with or without a condition that,
27 if it is not paid within a time specified, the person con-
-28 victed shall be punished by imprisonment under this
29 section; and such conditional sentence shall be executed
30 according to section ten of chapter two hundred and
31 seventy-nine.
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