
HOUSE No. 640
Accompanying the petition of Frederick T. Fuller relative to the

supplying of milk for children in cities under the direction of the De-
partment of Public Health. Public Health. January 17.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-One,

AN ACT
To permit the Supply of Milk for City Children by Public

Agencies.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The department of public health is hereby
2 authorized to establish and operate a milk distributing
3 plant for the purpose of determining by experiment how
4 the present wastes in the production and distribution of
5 milk may be avoided, and the cost of milk for the
6 nourishment of city children be reduced to the lowest
7 point consistent with a fair return upon the capital in-

-8 vested and labor employed in production and distribu-
-9 tion. For this purpose, the department may establish

10 and equip a plant with facilities for collecting, testing,
11 sterilizing, cooling, and transporting not more than one
12 thousand quarts of milk daily. It may contract with

Clic CommonUicaltJ) of QEjassactnisetts.



HOUSE— No. G4O. [Jan. 1921.

13 farmers for the production of milk, and with city stations
14 for its sale at retail on the “cash and carry” plan: pro-
-15 tided, however, that such sales shall be only to holders of
16 permits from the city board of health certifying that
17 they represent families containing children under sixteen,
18 and in quantities not exceeding one quart for each of
19 such children in the family; and provided, also, that the
20 selling price shall so far as possible be so adjusted as to
21 repay the costs of production and distribution, including
22 interest at five per cent on the cost of the plant and a
23 reasonable allowance for depreciation. It may purchase
24 and sell at cost to farmers supplying milk to the col-
-25 lecting plant, grain, dairy equipments, fertilizers, and
26 other articles directly contributing to the economical
27 production of high-grade milk; may maintain a model
28 dairy of not more than two hundred quarts daily capa-
-29 city; may sell surplus milk, cream and skim milk in the
30 open market; and may adopt such other measures as in
31 the judgment of the commissioner are best adapted to
32 carrying out the purposes of this act. It may expend
33 for these purposes not to exceed fifty thousand dollars
34 to be provided by the issue by the state treasurer of ten-

-35 year bonds bearing interest at five per cent.

1 Section 2. Any city accepting this act may establish
2 one or more municipal plants conforming to the condi-
-3 tions and limitations of the preceding section, excepting
4 however the limitation upon the capacity of each plant,
5 which shall be left to the discretion of the municipal
6 authorities. Loans for the purpose may be made outside
7 the limits of indebtedness prescribed by chapter forty-
-8 four of the General Laws, subject however to the ap-

-9 proval of the director of accounts in the department of
10 corporations and taxation.






