
HOUSE .... No. 643
Accompanying the petition of Sanford Bates that the State Prison

be transferred from the Charlestown district of the city of Boston to
Deer Island in Boston harbor. Public Institutions. January 17.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-One.

AN ACT
To transfer the State Prison from the Charlestown District

of the City of Boston to Deer Island in Boston Harbor.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

Ciie Commoutoealti) of Massachusetts;.

1 Section 1. The commissioner of correction may, with
the approval of the governor and council, purchase, lease

3 or take by right of eminent domain, on behalf of the
4 commonwealth, any or all of the land and buildings now
5 owned by the city of Boston on Deer island in Boston
6 harbor and used by the said city as a house of correction.

1 Section 2. If the commissioner of correction shall de-
cide to purchase or take the land and buildings described in

3 section one, he may expend for that purpose a sum not
4 exceeding seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars.

1 Section 3. The commissioner of correction is hereby
2 authorized and directed to prepare for use as a state
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3 prison the buildings on Deer island formerly occupied as
4 a house of correction, or such portions thereof as he may
5 consider necessary and to expend for that purpose such
6 sums not exceeding fifty thousand dollars as he shall con-
7 sider necessary: ■provided, that said commissioner shall
8 not expend any part of said sum until he has obtained
9 estimates from competent experts showing that the whole

10 amount required to prepare said buildings and fit them
11 for occupancy as a state prison will not exceed the sum
12 of fifty thousand dollars. When the buildings are ready
13 for occupancy the commissioner of correction shall so
14 notify the governor, and if said buildings are accepted by
15 him he shall issue his proclamation establishing the state
16 prison in said buildings and fixing the date at which it
17 shall be established.

1 Section 4. Upon the establishment of the state prison

2 at Deer island as herein provided, the governor shall issue
3 a warrant directing the warden of the state prison to re-

-4 move from the state prison at Charlestown to the state

5 prison at Deer island all prisoners held in said state
6 prison at Charlestown and the warden shall remove said
7 prisoners as directed in said warrant

1 Section 5. Every prisoner removed from the state

2 prison at Charlestown to the state prison at Deer island

3 as aforesaid shall serve in said state prison at Deer island

4 the remainder of the term of his sentence to the state

5 prison in the same manner as if he had been originally

6 committed to the state prison at Deer island, and the

7 removal or the transfer of a prisoner as aforesaid shall

8 not in any way impair the validity of his sentence or

9 affect or abridge the authority of the warden to detain

10 him in custody according to its terms
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after the date of the establish-
at Deer island as fixed by the
dons of section three, all sen-

1 Section 6. From and
2 ment of the state prison
3 governor under the provi
4 tences to the state prison
5 Deer island.

aall be to the state prison at

1 Section 7. Section eight of chapter one hundred and
2 twenty-six of the General Laws is hereby amended by

3 adding, in the second line thereof, after the words “ Dukes

4 county”, the words: and Suffolk county.

1 Section 8. Section sixteen of chapter one hundred
2 and twenty-six of the General Laws is hereby amended
3 by striking out the following sentence thereofln the
4 county of Suffolk, the penal institutions commissioner
5 shall appoint a master of the house of correction, who
6 shall hold office during the pleasure of said commissioner.

1 Section 9. Section ten of chapter one hundred and

2 twenty-seven of the General Laws is hereby amended b\

3 striking out, in the fifth line, the words “and the penal
4 institutions commissioner of the city of Boston.”

1 Section 10. From and after the date of the establish-
aforesaid allmerit of the state prison at Deer islar

laws relating to the state prison at Charlestown and t

4 prisoners confined therein shall be in full force and effect
in relation to the state prison at Deer island and to

6 prisoners confined thereir

1 Section 11. In order to meet the exp

2 under the provisions of this act the treasun
ach sunneral is authorized to bor

4 in the aggregate seven hundr
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5 as may be necessary, from any of the sinking funds of
6 the commonwealth having uninvested moneys in their
7 possession, giving therefor to said sinking funds the com-
-8 monwealth’s promissory notes, payable on demand; said
9 notes to bear interest at the rate of ner pentper cent

10 per annum, payable semiannually in currency.

1 Section 12. The commissioner of correction shall,
2 subject to the approval of the governor and council

3 forthwith sell all real estate belonging to the common-
-4 wealth of Massachusetts formerly used as a state prison
5 and all dwelling houses occupied in connection with said
6 state prison in that part of Boston known as Charlestown,
7 and the proceeds of the sale of the real estate and of all
8 property belonging to the commonwealth therewith con-
-9 nected, which has not been removed to the state prison

10 in that part of Boston known as Deer island, shall be
11 paid into the treasury of the commonwealth to be applied
12 from time to time for the payment or redemption of any
13 notes given under authority of the preceding section of
14 this act, and if the proceeds of such sale should not be
15 sufficient for the payment or redemption of said notes,
16 the deficiency shall be supplied from the ordinary revenue
17 of the commonwealth, and any excess of such proceeds
18 shall accrue to said ordinary revenue.


