
HOUSE No. 737
Accompanying the petition of M. A. O’Brien, Jr., for legislation

relative to the deliberation and custody of juries. Legal Affairs.
January 18.

AN ACT
Relative to the Deliberation and Custody of Juries.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. After hearing the charge, the jury may
2 decide in court or may retire for deliberation. If they

3 do not agree without retiring, an officer must be sworn in
4 to keep them together in some private and convenient
5 place, and not to permit any person to speak or com-
-6 municate with them, nor to do so himself, unless by order
7 of the court, or to ask them whether they have agreed
8 upon a verdict, and to return them into court when they
9 have so agreed, or when ordered to by the court: pro-

10 tided, however, that when the jury is composed of both
11 men and women, in the event that it shall become neces-
-12 sary to retire for the night, the women must be kept in a
13 room separate and apart from the men.
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1 Section 2. A room must be provided by the super-
-2 visors of each county for the use of the jury, upon their
3 retirement for deliberation, with suitable furniture, fuel,
4 light and stationery. If the supervisors neglect, the
5 court may order the sheriff to do so, and the expenses
6 incurred by him in carrying the order into effect, when
7 certified by the court, are a county charge: provided, how-
-8 ever, that said board of supervisors shall provide a room for
9 the female members of the jury which shall be separate

10 and apart from the male members.

1 Section 3. All acts inconsistent with this one are
hereby repealed.






