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AN ACT
To amend the Building Law of the City of Boston.

Be if enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section twelve of chapter five hundred
2 and fifty of the acts of nineteen hundred and seven, as
3 amended by section one of chapter three hundred and
4 sixty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and twelve,
5 and by section two of chapter seven hundred and eighty-
G two of the acts of nineteen hundred and fourteen, is

7 hereby further amended by striking out that portion of
8 the last paragraph in said section twelve relative to kitch-
-9 ens, etc., which reads as follows: “Every kitchen,

10 kitchenette or room used or adapted to be used for
11 cooking purposes, either by coal, gas or oil stoves, m
12 every building hereafter erected, remodelled or enlarged,
13 shall be not less than eight feet in least dimension.
14 Every such kitchen, kitchenette or room to be used
15 for cooking purposes shall be lighted and ventilated by
16 window openings in an external wall direct to the

17 open air, and such window openings shall equal in size

18 in the aggregate at least one eighth of the area of the
19 floor of such room.”, and inserting in place thereof the

20 following:—Every kitchen, kitchenette or room used oi
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21 adapted to be used for cooking purposes, either by coal,
22 electric, gas or oil stoves, in every building hereafter erected,
23 remodelled or enlarged, shall be not less than six feet in the
24 least dimension, and have a floor area of not less than
25 forty-eight square feet. Every such kitchen, kitchenette
26 or room to be used or adapted to be used for cooking pur-
-27 poses shall be lighted and ventilated by window openings
28 in an external wall direct to the open air, or, if such
29 kitchen, kitchenette or room is of not more than seventy
30 square feet in area, upon a vent shaft, as defined in sec-
31 tion thirty-eight of chapter five hundred and fifty of the
32 acts of nineteen hundred and seven, as it may be
33 amended or affected by section six of chapter seven hun-
-34 dred and eighty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and
35 fourteen, and as amended by this act, with no opening
36 from any toilet room into said vent shaft, and such
37 window openings shall equal in size in the aggregate at
38 least one eighth of the area of the floor of such room.
39 Section twelve is further amended by adding at the end
40 thereof the following: • Any alteration shall conform to
41 requirements of this act for new buildings only to the
42 extent of the alteration made.

1 Section 2. Said chapter five hundred and fifty, as
2 amended in section seventeen by section four of chapter
3 seven hundred and eighty-two of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and fourteen, and by chapter one hundred and
5 eighteen of the General Acts of nineteen hundred and six-
-6 teen, and by section seven of chapter one hundred and
7 seventy-nine of the Special Acts of nineteen hundred and
8 eighteen, is hereby further amended by striking out para-
-9 graph one of said section seventeen, and substituting the

10 following: Section 17. Every building hereafter erected
11 more than seventy-five feet in height, or hereafter in-
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12 creased in height to more than seventy-five feet, shall be
13 a first class building. Every second class building here-
-14 after erected more than four stories in height, and any
15 second class building now in existence and increased in
16 height to more than four stories, shall have the first floor
17 and the basement and cellar stories of the first class con-
-18 struction, except as hereinafter otherwise mentioned for
19 buildings for habitation. Every building for habitation
20 hereafter erected covering more than five thousand square

21 feet, or more than five stories in height, shall be a first
22 class building. Every building altered or enlarged and
23 occupied, or to be occupied as a habitation, to be in excess
24 of sixty-five feet in height, or in excess of five thousand
25 square feet in superficial area, or in excess of five stories
26 in height, shall be a first class building. Every building
27 hereafter erected within the building limits to be occupied
28 as a permanent schoolhouse shall be a first class building.
29 Every building hereafter erected as a theatre, and every
30 building hereafter altered to be occupied as a theatre,
31 shall be a first class building. Every building hereafter
32 erected for, altered to, or converted to use as a moving
33 picture house shall be a first class building. All other
34 buildings may be of second or third class construction.
35 Said section seventeen is further amended by striking
36 out paragraph two, and substituting the following:
37 Except as is otherwise provided herein, buildings adapted
38 for habitations, and not more than five stories in height,
39 may be erected, remodelled or enlarged of second class
40 construction, but no such building shall exceed five thou-
-41 sand square feet in superficial area, or sixty-five feet in

42 height. Every such building exceeding thirty-five hun-

-43 dred square feet of superficial area, and every such build-
-44 ing exceeding seventeen hundred and fifty square feet in
45 superficial area, and more than four storjes or fifty-five
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46 feet in height, shall have the first floor and basement *and
47 cellar stories of first class construction, with no openings
48 through the first floor, except for piping, providing that
49 stairways from the first story to the outside may pene-
-50 trate the floor construction. Said stairs herein referred to

31 are to be fireproof, separated from the basement or cellar
52 by walls of solid masonry at least eight inches thick,
53 with no opening to cellar or basement. The first story
54 or basement, or both the first story and basement, in
55 such building more than seventeen hundred and fifty
56 square feet in superficial area, so constructed, remodelled
57 or enlarged, may be used for mercantile purposes, pro-
-58 viding that the floors and walls separating the portion of
59 the building used for mercantile purposes and the por-
-60 tion used for habitation be of first class construction,

61 with no openings except for piping, but that stairways
62 from the portion used for habitation to the outside may
63 penetrate the mercantile portion. In such event, the
64 stairs herein referred to are to be constructed of incom-
65 bustible material and separated from the latter by solid
66 masonry walls at least eight inches thick, with no opening
67 to the portion used for habitation. In such buildings
68 where the second floor is of first class construction the
69 requirement providing for the first floor, basement and
70 cellar stories to be of first class construction may be omitted.

1 Section 3. Said chapter five hundred and fifty is
2 hereby amended in section thirty-five by striking out
3 paragraph one of said section thirty-five and substituting
4 the following: Any building, except those of third class
5 construction, within the building limits, having not more
6 than five floors above the mean grade of all the side-
-7 walks and covering an area of not more than seventeen
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8 Hundred and fifty square feet, may be altered, remodelled
9 or enlarged for use as a house for habitation or tene-

-10 ments using second class construction.
11 Said section thirty-five is further amended by striking
12 out paragraph two and substituting the following: The
13 first story or basement, or both the first story and base-
-14 ment, in such buildings may be used for mercantile
15 purposes: ■provided, that the walls surrounding the mer-
-16 cantile portion are fire-stopped with brick, terra cotta or
17 gypsum tile laid in cement filled in solidly to full height
18 between the studs, and the latter covered on both sides
19 with metal lath and cement plaster, the soffits of stairs
20 and the ceilings of the mercantile portion to be covered
21 with three coat work cement plaster on metal lath.

2 Said section thirty-five is further amended by strikin
23 out paragraph four and substituting the following:
24 Every such building, except a single family dwelling,
25 more than three stories in height so altered, remodelled
26 or enlarged shall be provided with at least two inde-
-27 pendent means of egress, at least one of which shall con-
-28 sist of an inside stairway, enclosed with partitions of
29 wood studding, the spaces between the studs filled solid
10 to full height with brick, terra cotta or gypsum blocks,
11 laid in mortar, and both sides of partitions-and soffits of
12 stairs plastered three coats cement plaster on metal lath.

3 or any enclosure of superior fire-resisting construction,
4 satisfactory to the commissioner, all openings into said

15 enclosure to have self-closing fireproof doors and fireproof
16 frames. The other means of egress may be outside iron
17 fire escape with stairs to the ground, or connecting iron
18 balconies to an adjoining building, and each tenement

39 above the first story shall have direct access to at least
40 two separate means of egress.
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■ll Said section thirty-five is further amended by strikin
42 out paragraph eleven and substituting the followin
43 New buildings for habitation or tenement purposes of
44 not more than seventeen hundred and fifty square feet
45 area may be built of second class construction, with the
46 same restrictions as required by the preceding paragraphs
47 of this section referring to the alteration, remodelling
48 and enlarging of second class buildings. The exposure
49 required under this section shall apply to all other build-
50 mgs hereafter constructed and adapted for habitation

1 Section' 4. Said chapter five hundred and fiftv is
hereby amended by striking out the first paragraph of sec-
tion thirty-eight and substituting the following: Ele-
vators and hoists for firei.O’ht wlllVVl tin uni- rnr, J-k „or freight which do not run above the

5 first story may be constructed without fireproof en-
6 closures. Freight and passenger elevators may be placed

Vn areas or hallways where the same are continuous and
S unbroken, such elevators to be protected by metal grille.lie
9 Except as above provided, all shafts for elevators, hoists

10 dumb-waiters, lifts and shafts used for lighting and venti
11 lating or other air ducts shall I1 be constructed of incom-
42 bustible materials: -provided, that in second and third
13 class buildings not over four stories high the shafts may

4 be constructed with wood studding, the space between the
15 studs filled solid the full height with brick, terra cotta or
16 gypsum blocks laid in mortar and plastered on both side
U at least three coats cement plaster on metal lath. The
IS bottom of all shafts shall be fire protected. All windows.
19 or ceiling lights opening into such shafts shall have metal
41 or metal covered fireproof frames and sash glazed with

21 wire glass and arranged to close automatically in case of
fixe. Such shafts shall be carried at least three feet above



HOUSE No. 1317 [Mar,8

23 the adjoining roof, and there covered with a skylight pro-
-24 viding opening of total area equal to the area of the shaft,
25 and glazed with hammered or ribbed glass, protected by
26 wire screens on metal suppor

1 Section 5.. Said chapter five hundred and fifty is
2 hereby amended in section forty-two, captioned Definitions,
3 by striking out the last sentence in definition numbered
4 five, and substituting therefor the following: A vent
5 shaft is a shaft used solely to ventilate or light water-
-6 closet compartments, bathrooms or kitchenettes.

1 Section 6. Said chapter five hundred and fifty, sec-
-2 tion forty-three, as amended by chapter seven hundred and
3 eighty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and fourteen,
4 section nine, is hereby further amended by striking out
5 paragraph one of said section forty-three and substituting
6 the following: Except as provided in section thirty-five
7 of said chapter five hundred and fifty, in all tenement
8 houses hereafter erected of the first or second class more
9 than three stories in height, and in every building here-

-10 after enlarged and occupied or to be occupied as a tene-
-11 ment house more than three stories in height, there shall
12 be provided at least one of the following means of egress
13 in addition to the staircases; but if the first named means
14 of egress is provided, no means of egress other than this
15 and one other staircase need be provided, and every suite
16 shall have direct access to both such means of egress.

1 Section 7. Section forty-five of said chapter five hun-
-2 dred and fifty, as amended by section ten of chapter seven
3 hundred and eighty-two of the acts of the year nineteen
4 hundred and fourteen and by section four of chapter three
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,5 hundred and fifty-two of the Special Acts of nineteen
6 hundred and fifteen, is hereby further amended by strik-
-7 ing out paragraph one of said section forty-five and
8 substituting the following: Every house for habitation,
9 except a single family dwelling, hereafter erected more

10 than three stories in height or covering an area of more
11 than thirty-five hundred square feet shall have a staircase,
12 designated by the commissioner, of incombustible material
13 extending from the entrance to the roof and with a pent
14 house constructed of incombustible material. And the
15 said staircase shall not extend below the entrance floor
16 level, except as an exit to the outside, and shall have no
17 opening into basement or cellar, and shall be enclosed in
18 walls constructed of incombustible material. In addition
19 to the above staircase, all such buildings shall have a
20 staircase enclosed as described in section forty-seven of
21 said chapter five hundred and fifty. All door openings
22 from all stair enclosures shall have metal or metal
23 covered self-closing doors and metal or metal covered
24 frames. Public halls herein shall be at least three feet
25 wide in the clear, and stairs shall be at least three feet
26 wide between the wall and the stair rail.

1 Section 8. Section forty-six of said chapter five hun-
-2 dred and fiftv is herebv amended by striking out section
3 forty-six and substituting the following: Section
4 In tenement houses hereafter erected covering more than
5 seventeen hundred and fifty square feet, but not more
6 than thirty-five hundred square feet in superficial area,
7 which do not exceed three stories above the cellar or base-
-8 ment,, there shall be at least two stairways. The stairs
9 may be made of wood, provided that the soffits are

10 covered with metal lath and plastered three coat work
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11 cement plaster, and providing that such stairs are properly
12 fire-stopped at top center and bottom of each flight with
13 brick, terra cotta or gypsum block nogging. Public halls
14 herein shall be at least three feet wide in the clear, and
15 stairs shall be at least three feet wide between the wall
1G and the stair rail.

1 Section 9. Section forty-seven of said chapter five
2 hundred and fifty is hereby amended by striking out said
3 section forty-seven and substituting the following:
4 Section If/. In second and third class tenement houses
5 hereafter erected, and existing tenement houses hereafter
6 altered, stair halls other than those required to be of first
7 class construction may be enclosed with wood stud parti-
-8 tions, providing such partitions are filled in solid the full
9 height between the stud with brick, terra cotta, gypsum

10 blocks or other filling material approved by the commis-
-11 sioner, all to be laid in mortar and both sides of partition
12 and soffit of stairs plastered three coats cement plaster on

13 metal lathing. All openings in these partitions are to be

14 protected as mentioned in section thirty-five of said chap-

-15 ter five hundred and fifty.

1 Section 10. Section forty-nine of said chapter five
2 hundred and fifty is hereby amended by striking out said
3 section forty-nine and substituting the following: —Section

4 If9. In all tenement houses of the second or third class
5 hereafter erected, except where the floor next above is

6 first class construction, the cellar and basement ceiling

7 shall be lathed with metal lath and plastered three coats
8 of cement plaster.

1 Section 11. Section fifty of said chapter five hundrei
2 and fifty is hereby amended by adding at the end therec
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3 the following: All such buildings having a superficial
4 area of over thirty-five hundred square feet, and all
5 buildings more than seventeen hundred and fifty square
6 feet in superficial area and more than four stories or
7 fifty-five feet in height, shall have all stud partitions be-
-8 tween suites fireproofed by filling in full height between
9 studs with brick, terra cotta or gypsum blocks or other

10 filling material approved by the commissioner, and cov-
-11 ering both sides of the separating partitions with metal
12 lath and three coats of cement plaster.

1 Section 12. Section sixty of said chapter five hundred
2 and fifty is hereby amended by inserting after the word
3 “bath rooms ” in the second line the word: kitchenettes,-—

4 and by adding at the end of said section sixty the follow-
5 ing:—Vents for kitchenettes must be entirely separate
6 from those used for water-closets and bath rooms, so
7as to read as follows: —Section 60. Inner courts used
8 sblelv for the lighting and ventilation of water-closets,

1 bath rooms, kitchenettes, public halls, or stair halls, or
10 for interior fire escapes, ma
11 ment house, shall be not k
12 area, nor less than three

be constructed in any tene-
than fifteen square feet in

feet in the least horizontal
r feet or less in height. Foriimension for buildings fift

14 every increase of ten feet or fraction thereof in the height
15 of such buildings, the least dimension shall be increased
16 by one foot, and the area by not less than eight square
k feet. Vents for kitchenettes must be entirely separate
18 from those used for water-closets and bath rooms

1 Section 13. Section sixty-three of said chapter five
2 hundred and fifty is hereby amended by striking out
3 said section sixty-three and substituting the following:
4 Section 63. In every tenement house hereafter erected
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1

5 there shall be in each room, except water-closet compart-
G ments and bath rooms, windows of a total area of at
7 least one eighth the floor area of the room and not less
8 than eleven square feet in area, opening directly on a
9 street or public alley or open passageway not less than

10 fifteen feet wide or upon a yard or court of the dimen-
-11 sions hereinbefore specified, or upon a railroad right of
12 way, cemetery or public park; and such windows shall be
13 located so as properly to light all parts of the room.
14 The top of at least one window shall be not less than
15 seven feet, six inches above the floor, and the upper half
16 of it shall be made so as to open the full width.
17 Every alcove in every tenement house hereafter erected
18 shall be provided with an opening into a room, such
19 opening to be equal in area to eighty per cent of that
20 side of the alcove in which the opening is located; and
21 the alcove shall have at least one window of not less than
22 fifteen square feet of glazed surface opening as provided
23 in this section.

1 Section 14. Section sixty-four of said chapter five
2 hundred and fifty is hereby amended by striking out the
3 words beginning after “apparatus”, as follows; “and
4 every other room shall contain at least ninety square
5 feet of floor area. Each room shall be in every part not
6 less than eight and one half feet high from the finished
7 floor to the finished ceiling: provided, that only one half
8 of an attic room need be eight and one half feet high”,
9 and inserting in place thereof the following: and every

10 other room shall contain at least seventy square feet of
11 floor area. Each room shall be in every part not less

12 than eight feet high from the finished floor to the fin-
-13 ished ceiling: provided, that only one half of an attic

14 room need be eight feet high, so as to read as follows:
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15 Section 64■ In every tenement house hereafter erected,
16 all rooms, except water-closet compartments and bath
17 rooms, shall be of the following minimum sizes: In each
18 apartment there shall be at least one room containing
19 not less than one hundred and twenty square feet of
20 floor area and provided with a chimney flue and thimble,
21 except where said room is furnished with heat from a
22 central heating apparatus, and every other room shall
23 contain at least seventy square feet of floor area. Each
24 room shall be in every part not less than eight feet high
25 from the finished floor to the finished ceiling: provided,
26 that only one half of an attic room need be eight feet
27 high.

28 No portion of a room in any such tenement house shall
29 be partitioned off so as to form a room not conforming to
30 the provisions of sections sixty-three and sixty-four, or so
31 as to form an alcove not conforming to sections sixty-
-32 three and seventy.

1 Section 15. Section sixty-five of said chapter five
2 hundred and fifty is hereby amended by inserting in the
3 second line after the word “erected” the following words:
4 covering a superficial area of more than seventeen
5 hundred and fifty square feet, so as to read as fol-
-6 lows: Section 65. Except as otherwise provided in sec-
-7 tion sixty-six, in every tenement house hereafter erected
8 covering a superficial area of more than seventeen hun-
-9 dred and fifty square feet, every public hall shall have at
10 least one window opening directly upon a street, a public
11 alley or open passageway not less than ten feet in width,
12 a railroad right of way, a cemetery or a public park, or
13 upon a yard or court or a vent court as provided in sec-
-14 tion sixty. Either such window shall be at the end of
15 said hall, with the plane of the window substantially at
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16 right angles to the axis of the hall, or there shall be at
1 1 least one window opening as above prescribed in every
18 twenty feet in length or fraction thereof of the hall; but
19 this provision for one window in every twenty feet of
20 hallway shall not apply to that part of the entrance hall
21 between the entrance and the first flight of stairs, pro-
-22 vided that the entrance door contains not less than five
23 square feet of glazed surface. At least one of the win-
-24 dows provided to light each public hall shall be at least
25 two feet six inches wide and five feet high, measured
26 between the stop beads.
27 Any part of a hall which is shut off from any other
28 part of said hall by a door or doors shall be deemed a
29 separate hall within the meaning of this section.

1 Section 16. Section sixty-six of said chapter five
2 hundred and fifty is hereby amended by inserting in the
3 first line after the word “erected” the following words:—
4 covering a superficial area of more than seventeen hun-
-5 dred and fifty square feet, so as to read as follows:
6 Section 66. In every tenement house hereafter erected
7 covering a superficial area of more than seventeen hun-
-8 dred and fifty square feet, the aggregate area of windows
9 to light or ventilate stair halls on each floor shall be at

10 least fifteen square feet: provided, however, that when
11 there shall be, within the space enclosed by the stairway
12 and its landings, from the second story upward, an open
13 area for light and ventilation whose least horizontal
14 dimension shall be equal to the width of the stairs, but
15 in no case less than three feet, then the windows re-

-16 quired in sections sixty-five and sixty-six may lie omitted.
17 There shall be in the roof, directly over each stair well,
IS in all tenement houses hereafter erected without win-
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19 dow as above provided, a ventilating skylight provided
ridge ventilators, having a minimum opening of20 with opening of

21 fortv square inches, or else such skylight shall be provided
fixed or movable louvres. The glazed roof of the22 with roof of the

23 skvli ht shall not be less than twenty square feet in area.




