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The Importance of the Problem.
The Commonwealth owns an area comprising approximately

1,500 acres of flats, mostly exposed at low water, extending
from the easterly side of East Boston a distance of nearly three
miles to a point beyond Governor’s and Apple islands and
bordering on the main ship channel. This area is admirably
suited for a modern port terminal, with ample provisions for
deep water piers for foreign commerce, railroad yards, freight
sheds, warehouses and large areas of comparatively inexpensive
land suitable for manufacturing plants. The Commonwealth is
gradually filling in this area, and at the present time has about
100 acres filled to the proper level.

For the proper development of this area, in which the Com-
monwealth has already spent some two million dollars, it is
absolutely essential that there should be a broad, comprehensive
plan, capable of expansion to meet the needs of future develop-
ment. The backbone of any such plan is a suitable connection
with existing or possible future railroads in East Boston, and
the success of the entire project largely depends upon the vision
and courage with which this line is laid out. Such a line should
not be regarded as merely a connection. For its permanent
service it must be at grade, and must not go through congested
yards. It should provide ultimately for a double track, and
connections with existing lines. The fact must not be lost
sight of that this connection will serve a larger terminal, more
wharves, a greater water front and a larger industrial center
than both of the present lines in East Boston are now serving.

It should be noted that the present locations of the Boston
& Maine Railroad and the Boston & Albany Railroad are in the

center of East Boston, and are cut off from the area in question
by the tracks of the Boston, Revere Beach & Lynn Railroad,
all tracks being at practically the same grade. The tracks of
the latter road, or the new freight line, must be elevated to
obviate a crossing at grade.

Supplementing a study by the commission of the various

routes presented to the Legislature in a report prepared by the
Commission on Waterways and Public Lands, and investigation
of the different sites over which routes might be located, the
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commission held a public hearing at the State House, January
10, 1921. At the public hearing, citizens of East Boston ap-
peared, very largely in opposition to Route No. 1, and urged
strongly the creation of a connection that would not in any
way interfere with the existing residential section in East
Boston. The commission presents herewith a plan showing in
detail Route No. 5, which eliminates this opposition.

A review of all of the routes that have been considered by the
commission has led to the decision to present only two routes,
as providing connections that would be at all satisfactory.

Route Xo. 1.
Route No. 1 provides for a double track line through that

portion of East Boston lying between the metropolitan sewer
pumping station on Chelsea Creek and Harbor View. On this
location the proposed railroad would be level, passing under the
various streets and the Boston, Revere Beach & Lynn Rail-
road. In order to do this, the Revere Beach Railroad would
have to be raised nearly the entire distance between Orient
Heights and Wood Island, and would introduce a grade into
the railroad not exceeding one per cent. This route would re-
quire three bridges to carry the Revere Beach Railroad over the
proposed railroad and two city streets; and six bridges to carry
highways over the proposed railroad. Estimates for the bridges
provide for concrete abutments and steel and concrete super-
structures. Land and property takings are estimated, and the
necessary alterations in sewers and water pipes are provided for.
The total cost of this line as estimated by the engineers of the
Division of Waterways and Public Lands is $1,943,183.

By this route, provision is made for direct connections with
both the Boston & Albany and the Boston & Maine tracks
without trespassing upon the tracks of either road. The track
over the harbor out to the existing filled land of the Common-
wealth at Jeffries Point is planned to be constructed on a pile
trestle. Practically all the material excavated in preparing the
location for the new tracks across East Boston would be used
in raising the grade of the Revere Beach Railroad.
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The engineers’ summary of cost of connections is as follows:-
Earth excavation, open cut, S4OO 000Boston, Revere Beach & Lynn Railroad bridge over freight '

Amor Ss+rooi Viriz-lrm , l: 6,265Homer Street bridge over freight line, .... 9S ’77 -

™ t\t:u— cu i. i • i... c • tHorace or MiltonStreet bridge over freight line, , . 28 775Bennington Street bridge over freight line, .... 46 '729Saratoga Street bridge over freight line, 28 980Byron Street bridge over feight line, 00 (110Wordsworth Street bridge over freight line, .... gg’gjQ
Boston, Revere Beach & Lynn Railroad bridge over Words-

worth Street,
Boston, Revere Beach & Lynn Railroad bridge over Moore

Street> ■ 16,265
Grading and paving streets after construction of bridges, . 56,000
Alterations in sewers and water supply, 47 000
Drainage, 22,500
Railroad track, including land and buildings taken, . . , 965,056965,056

§1,766,530
Add 10 per cent for engineering and incidentals, . . . 176,653

Total estimated cost, Route 1, ’ . §1,943,183

Route No. 5.

In preparing Route No. 5 the engineer of the Public Utilities
Department has co-operated with the chief engineer of the
Department of Public W orks in making the study, which pro-
vides for a direct connection with the Boston & Albany Rail-
road, and a connection with the Boston & Maine Railroad at

East Boston through the Albany yards. The route connects
with the Albany tracks near Neptune Road and passes under

Prescott Street and over the Boston, Revere Beach & Lyim

Railroad. While it will be possible to cross the Boston, Revere

Beach & Lynn Railroad without in any way disturbing that

structure, it will be necessary to raise the bridge at Lescot

Street between four and five feet, and also necessary ma e

changes in tracks serving certain industries in East os in

The engineers’ detailed study of the expense involved is a

1

follows: —■
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Right of way (4,800 feet by 100feet), 40 cents per square foot, 8192,000
Fill, embankment, 195,800 cubic yards, $2.50 per cubic yard, 489,500
Ballast, 18,450 cubic yards, $3 per cubic yard,

.... 55,350
Track, new (single), 24,600 linear feet, 16 per linear foot, . 152,600
Relocating, 1,100 linear feet, 13 per linear foot,

... 3 500
Bridgi

Prescott Street (including regrading), 50 000
Over Boston, Revere Beach & Lynn Railroad,

.... 60 000
Over Front Street, 75 qOO

Connection to Boston & Maine tracks, 20,000

,11,097,950
10 per cent, 109,795

Total . 51,207,745
Independent track from Boston & Maine Railroad to Pres-

cott Street connection of Route 6:
Right of way and damages, 150,000
Excavation, 46,000 cubic yards, S 2 per cubic yard, . . . 92,000
Removal of old wall, 5,000 cubic yards, S 5 per cubic yard, . 25,000
New wall, 8,500 cubic yards, $l5 per cubic yard, . . . 127,500
Bridges;

Curtis Street, 25 000
Saratoga Street, 35,000
Bennington Street, 50 000

Track, including ballast, 2,200 linear feet, 110.50 per linear
foot> 23,100

$427,600
10 per cent, 42,760

Total > 1470,360
Grand total, $1,678,105

Comparison of Routes.
The advantages and disadvantages of Route No. 1 and Route

No. 5 may be briefly summarized as follows:

Points in Favor of Route 1.
A. Direct connection with both the Boston & Albany Rail-

road and the Boston & Maine Railroad at points which would
not interfere with existing yards of either road.
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B. Materials excavated in constructing proposed line would
be available for alterations on the Boston, Revere Beach &

Lynn Railroad made necessary by change of grade.
C. Slight changes in grade of streets crossed.
D. Only slight grades required for freight line.

Points against Route 1.
A. Removal of dwellings within the limits of the railroad

location, and side slopes with consequent damages probable.
B. Cuts off open water from Wood Island Park.
C. Grade of Boston, Revere Beach & Lynn Railroad (1%
D. Difficulty of determining damages to shore property.

Points in Favor of Rout
A. No buildings disturbed.
B. Construction largely on unused flats or recently filled

area

Boston, Revere Beach & LynnC. No interference with
Railroad.

D. Small property damage.
E. Does not interfere with open water.

Points against Route 5.
A. Direct connection is made only with Boston & Albany

Railroad.
B. Connection can be made with Boston & Maine Railroad

only over tracks of Boston & Albany Railroad unless addi-
tional tracks are built alongside of the Boston & Albany Rail-
road, a distance of about 2,000 feet. A single track in this
location would cost about $500,000.

C. Grade three-quarters of one per cent for a distance of
about one mile.

D. Disadvantages in developing Commonwealth’s land due
to inability to cross railroad tracks for a distance of about half
a mile on account of the embankment.
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Several studies have been made in past years to provide for
carrying the Boston, Revere Beach & Lynn Railroad into Bos-
ton proper by a tunnel under the harbor, thus ultimately elim-
inating the East Boston yard of this railroad and the surface
tracks for the distance from the terminal to the vicinity of
Wood Island Park. Whenever such provision is made there
will be available a development of Route No. 5 for serving the
Commonwealth’s land more satisfactorily than provided by any
other route. A connection would be secured with the Albany
Railroad yard at a point in the vicinity of Prescott Street.
From that point it would follow the route practically as laid out
in Route No. 5, at substantially a level grade directly on to the
Commonwealth’s property. The connection with the Boston &

Maine tracks would be made at Chelsea Creek by a direct route
similar to that proposed in Route No. 5, at an estimated ex
pense of about $500,000.

It will be noted that with the Boston, Revere Beach & Lynn
Railroad making its connection with Boston proper by a tunnel,
a very substantial saving in the cost of making the connections
over the Commonwealth’s land with the Boston & Albany and
the Boston & Maine railroads is made, a large part of the cost of
either Route No. 1 or Route No. 5, as proposed, being niade
necessary by the requirement to avoid crossing the Revere
Beach & Lynn Railroad at grade.

The commission has not definitely approved any particular
plan, but refers its review of the situation without prejudice to
the General Court for consideration. To construct a service
that must grow increasingly important from year to year, in a
way that carries too great an expense for operation, would be

in connection with the prob-unwise. To look into the future
lem of furnishing freight transj
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