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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representat

In accordance with the authority conferred by the Consti-
tution of the Commonwealth, a bill “Relative to the Con-
struction, Alteration and Maintenance of Buildings in the
City of Boston,” which is Senate, No. 354, is herewith
returned without approval.

The bill would permit the use of thinner structural
material than is now allowed in Boston buildings. It would
also lessen the discretionary powers of the Building Commis-
sioner to require protection of such material from the effects
of fire. It would allow unprotected structural steel in second
and third class buildings, which construction, it is claimed,
is inferior to wood and which collapses under heat quicker
than substantial wood-work. Its use in such construction
would increase the fire hazard and the danger to all occu-
pants and firemen in case of fire. The State Fire Marshal
does not approve the bill. The Building Commissioner and
the Fire Commissioner of Boston have strongly urged its
rejection. A copy of a letter from the Fire Commissioner of
Boston is hereto attached.

It is true that the type of construction permitted by the
bill is approved by some reputable engineers but in view of
the serious objections of the officials sworn to protect the
public and who have shown zeal in the performance of their
duties and who have knowledge of the subject gained from
practical experience, I cannot oelieve it wise to take any
chance of lessening the protection of the people of Boston
against structural or fire hazard

CIIANNING 11. COX

CtiE Commontuealti) of sgtissfictmsetts.

Executive Department
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City of Boston, Fire Department,
John R. Murphy, Fire Commissioner,

April 2, 1921.

Honorable Channing H. Cox, Governor of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, State House, Boston 9, Massachusetts.

Your Excellency; A bill is before Your Excellency
which, if it becomes a law, would allow unprotected struc-
tural steel in second and third class buildings. The Fire
Department is of the opinion that unprotected steel in build-
ings of any class, if over one story in height, should not be
allowed. It will collapse under heat quicker than substantial
woodwork, and if carrying a load when attacked by fire
quickly becomes a menace to the lives of firemen who may
have to enter such a building, and to the integrity of the
building as a whole.

The Factory Mutual Insurance Companies, the Under-
writers’ Laboratories, and the United States Bureau of
Standards have recently made a series of tests upon columns.
These tests show that unprotected steel columns, irrespective
of shape, when carrying a load, and when attacked by a
sharp fire have a resistance of about ten minutes.

These tests substantiate the position which the Fire

Department has always taken against unprotected steelwork
in buildings in Boston. When the bill was before the Legis-
lature I appeared, with the Chief of the Boston Fire Depart-

ment, in opposition to its passage. The Building Commis-
sioner of Boston, Hon. Herbert A. Wilson, also appeared in

opposition to the bill. I strongly endorse the position which
the Building Commissioner took at the hearings, and join
with him in requesting that this bill which allows structural
steel to be used in buildings in Boston without proper protec-

tion will not receive the approval of Your Excellency.

Respectfully yours,

JOHN R. MURPHY
Fire Coir
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