
Executive Department, Boston, 2d May, 1921

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representativ
The Secretary of War has requested that the Common-

wealth cede to the United States jurisdiction over a certain
tract of land situate in Middlesex and Worcester counties.
The fee simple title to practically all of the land in question
is now vested in the L nited States, and is occupied as a
military reservation known as “Camp Devens”. Federal
statutes provide that no public money shall be expended for
construction upon such land until the consent of the legis-
lature in the state of its location has been given to the
purchase. It is suggested that it may become expedient in
the near future to undertake repairs or other construction
work at Camp Devens, and I therefore recommend that the
Commonwealth give consent to the acquisition by the
I nited States by purchase or condemnation of the tract
of land commonly known as “Camp Devens”, a more par-
ticular description and plan of which is on file in the office
of the Secretary of the Commonwealth. I recommend
further that jurisdiction over the said land be granted upon
the expressed condition that the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts retain concurrent jurisdiction with the United
States for the service of civil and criminal process, and that
the exclusive jurisdiction shall revert to the Commonwealth
whenever the area so acquired shall cease to be used for
purposes of national defense.

A bill to accomplish the above purposes is enclosed for
your consideration.

CHANNING 11. COX.

HOUSE .... No. 1599

Qjc Commpnluccilth of a@a««acimsEtts.



Cbc Commontoealti) of s^assacfnisetts.

[May,HOUSE No. 1599.o

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-One.

AN ACT
To approve the Acquisition by the United States of a

Tract of Land situated in the Counties of Middlesex and
Worcester, known as Camp Devens, and ceding Juris-
diction thereover.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The consent of the commonwealth of
2 Massachusetts is hereby granted to the United States of
3 America to acquire by purchase or condemnation a cer-

-4 tain tract of land situated in the townships of Shirley
5 and Ayer, county of Middlesex, and the townships of
6 Lancaster and Harvard, county of Worcester, known as

7 Camp Devens, a more particular description and plan
8 whereof is on file in the office of the secretary of the
9 commonwealth; excepting and reserving from said tract

10 of land all state, county, city and town public highways
11 and all land over which any street railway company or

12 any railroad company now has a right of way, a more

13 particular description whereof is now on file in the office
14 of the secretary of the commonwealth.

1 Section 2. Jurisdiction over the said land is. hereby
2 granted and ceded to the United States of America, but
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3 upon the express condition that the commonwealth of
4 Massachusetts shall retain concurrent jurisdiction with
5 the United States of America in and over the land so
6 acquired in so far that all civil processes and such crira-
-7 inal processes as may issue under the authority of this
8 commonwealth against any person or persons charged
9 with crimes may be executed thereon in the same manner

10 as though this consent and cession had not been granted:
11 provided, however, that the exclusive jurisdiction shall re-

-12 vert to and revest in the commonwealth whenever the
13 area so acquired shall cease to be used for purposes of
14 national defense.




