
House of Representatives, May 9, 1921.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom
was referred the Bill transferring jurisdiction from the
Superior Court to the Probate Court of libels for divorce
or for affirming or annulling marriage (House, No. 1619),
report recommending that the same be amended by the
substitution of the accompanying bill.

For the committee

JOHN C. HULL.

No. 1632HOUSE
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AN ACT
Permitting the Transfer of Jurisdiction from the Superior

Court to the Probate Court of Uncontested Libels for
Divorce.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter two hundred and eight of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after sec-
-3 tion nine the following new section: —Section 9A. Any
4 divorce case in which the libellee has not filed an appear-

5 ance within the time limited bv statute or bv the rules of
6 the superior court shall, upon motion of the libellant, be
7 transferred from the superior court to the probate court
8 of the countv where such case is entered, and thereafter
9 the probate court shall have jurisdiction, exclusive of the

10 superior court, of all questions arising in such case and
11 shall have in such case all the powers of the superior
12 court in divorce cases, and the parties shall have the same
13 rights in the probate court as they would have had in the

4 superior court.

1 Section 2. Section six of said chapter two hundred
2 and eight is hereby amended by 1 inserting before the word
3 “Libels”, in the first line, the words: —Except as herein-
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4 after provided, —so as to read as follows: —Section 6.
5 Except as hereinafter provided, libels for divorce shall be
6 filed, heard and determined in the superior court held for
7 the county where one of the parties lives, except that,
8 if the libellant has left the county where the parties lived
9 together and the libellee still lives therein, the libel shall

10 be heard and determined in the court held for that
11 county.

1 Section 3. Section three of chapter two hundred and
2 fifteen of the General Laws is hereby amended by insert-
3 ing after the word “names”, in the eighth line, the follow-
-4 ing words; —; of divorce cases transferred from the
5 superior court under the provisions of section nine A
6 of chapter two hundred and eight, —■' so as to read as
7 follows:-—Section 3. Probate courts shall have jurisdic-
-8 tion of probate of wills, of granting administration on the
9 estates of persons who at the time of their decease were

10 inhabitants of or resident in their respective counties and
11 of persons who die out of the commonwealth leaving
12 estate to be administered within their respective counties;
13 of the appointment of guardians and conservators; of all
14 matters relative to the estates of such deceased persons
15 and wards; of petitions for the adoption of children, and
16 for change of names; of divorce cases transferred from
17 the superior court under the provisions of section nine A
IS of chapter two hundred and eight; and of such other
19 matters as have been or may be placed within their juris-

-20 diction.

1 Section 4. 1 his act shall take effect January first,
2 nineteen hundred and twentv-two.




