
HOUSE No. 58

Office of the Secretary.

Boston, Dec. 15, 1921

Hon. B. Losing Young, Speaker, House of Ref
lor to transmit herewith, fc
certain recommendations c

l accompanying bills) filed i

Dear Sir: I have the he
the use of the General Court
suggestions for legislation (wit
this office by the Licensing Be

•r

ard for the City of Boston, in
accordance with the provisions of section 33, chapter 30
of the General Laws

that said recommendations I
21, they were not so filed unt

Although the law require
filed in this office Dec. 7, 1
today.

filed un i

Very trulv yours

Secretar ?/

Cl)c Commontuealtl) of

F. W. COOK
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Board for the City of Boii
1 Beacon Street, Dec. 14, 192

the General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusett

In compliance with the provisions of section 33 of chapte

of the General Laws, I have the honor to transmit here
th such parts of the annual report of the Licensing Boar
r the City of Boston for the year ending Nov. 30, 1921, afor the Citv of Boston tor me year cuumg

-

contain recommendations for legislative action, accompanied
bv drafts of bills embodying the legislation recommended.

Very respectfully
For the board

LOUIS EPPLE
Secretary,

Ci)e Commontuealti) of
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1. Sale at Retail of Certain Beveragi

Many licensees who formerly held liquor licenses have
continued in business as common victualers, and sell “soft
drinks,” that is, near-beer, ginger ale, tonic and cider. No
license is required for the sale of such soft drinks, and many
new places for such sale have opened in different parts of
the city. The Board recommended last year that these
places should be licensed. Accordingly, a bill was introduced
into the legislature to that effect, excluding drug stores, com-
mon victualers and hotels. This bill passed the House, but
was rejected in the Senate. The Board earnestly recommends
the passage of such a bill. Many of these places furtively
sell intoxicating liquor. Most of the intoxicating liquor now
sold is hard to drink except when diluted with milder liquid
that is properly iced and served. The result is that the
presence of these soft drink places encourages the illegal
sale of intoxicating liquor, and permits the mingling of
the sexes gathered for immoral purposes, contrary to the
regulations of the licensing board and without any super-
vising or controlling agency, and are, in short, subject to
the objections which formerly held against liquor saloons.
In several cases where the licenses of common victualers or
innholders have been revoked for misconduct, the proprie-
tors, instead of closing, have continued to keep open for the
sale of soft drinks, and are a continual source of annoyance
to the police and to the public. We believe that the conduct
of these soft drink places is partly responsible for the increase
of drunkenness in this city.

2. Advertising of Third and Fifth Class Licenses.
The Board believes that the reasons for advertising an ap-plication of a druggist for a liquor license have disappeared

RECOMMENDATIONS.
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with the advent of prohibition and federal control, and that
legislation should be enacted to the effect that druggists and

fifth class dealers shall not be required to advertise their

applications for a license or for a transfer of the same from

one location to another.


