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City of Boston Police Department,

To the General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
In compliance with the provisions of section 33 of chapter

30 of the General Laws, I hereby submit to you such parts
of the annual report of the Police Commissioner for the City
of Boston for the year ending Nov. 30, 1921, as contain
recommendations for legislative action, accompanied by a
draft of a bill in accordance with such recommendations.

Police Commissioner for the City of Boston.

Very respectfully
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Dancing in Hotels.

Under section 181 of chapter 140 of the General Laws, a
license is required for public dances given in halls, and the
licensing authority has the right to impose, and does impose,
reasonable terms and conditions in such license.

By the wording of the statute, a license is required only
for such public dances “to which admission is obtained upon
payment of money or upon the delivery of any valuable
thing, or by ticket or voucher obtained for money or any
valuable thing, or in which, after free admission, amusement
is furnished upon a deposit in a coin controlled apparatus.”

It has been held by the courts that the dancing in the
dining rooms of hotels and cafes does not come under section
181 above quoted, and that therefore it may exist without
such license as is required for all other kinds of public dances,
and consequently without regulation by the licensing author-
ity’. While it is true that the person who dances in a hotel
or cafe does not purchase a ticket at the door as for dancing
in halls, yet he purchases the right to dance when he pays
for his entertainment at the hotel or cafe. There is no differ-
ence in principle between the dances conducted at a hotel or
cafe and those in a public hall, and no more reason for re-
quiring license and regulation for dances in public halls than
there is for dances in hotels or cafes in connection with their
business. From the reports that come to me as Police Com-
missioner, it appears that dances in hotels and cafes need
quite as much regulating as those held in public halls. The
fact that, as a general rule, it requires a much larger outlay
of money to indulge in dancing in hotels and cafes than in
the public dance halls, to which people come for amusement
whose means are limited, is no reason for discriminating
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against the latter or for assuming that they need licensing
and regulating more than the hotel and cafe dancers. As a
matter of fact, they do not.

In order that this discrimination may be removed and that
all classes of public dancing may be licensed and properly
regulated, as one class is now, I am appending to this report

a draft of a proposed bill amending section 181 of chapter
140 of the General Laws in such manner as to make it clear
that the section covers all public dancing, whether the dance
is given by itself or as incidental to some other busines




