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HOUSE No. 70

Department of Conservation,
State House, Boston, Dec. 1, 1921.

To the General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Pursuant to the provisions of section 33 of chapter 30 <

the General Laws, I am transmitting herewith that part (
my annual report which contains recommendations for legi
lative action for the Division of Fisheries and Game, t<
gether with bills embodying the legislation recommended.

Yours respectfullv

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts.

WM. A. L. BAZELEY,
Commissioner of Conservation.
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1. To alloiv the Governor to proclaim Temporary Close
Seasons on Fish and Game. Occasionally it happens that
because of climatic conditions or because of a disease which
may suddenly attack various species of fish and game, the
continuance of an open season as prescribed by law might
seriously deplete, if not exterminate, the specie affected, and
as this might occur at a time when the Legislature is not in
session it is expedient that the Governor be clothed with
authority to set aside the open season.

2. To allow Wardens and Deputy Wardens of this Division
to enter upon and cross Private Property. Under the new
revised laws only the director has the right to cross private
property in the performance of his duties. If the wardens
and deputies do not have this authority, their effectiveness
is very much reduced. When this Department was under
the control of “commissioners” and the men were “deputy
commissioners,” the law could be interpreted to give them
this right.

3. To have the Fish and Game Law Amendments take effect
on January 1 of the Year following the Date of their Enact-
ment. It is desirable to get information of changes in the
laws broadcast before attempting to enforce the new laws,
and as the news seems to travel slowly it would seem expe-
dient to have the new laws go into effect on a certain date,
and thus give the public ample time to acquaint themselves
with them.

4. To have the Fishing License Law apply to All Inland
Waters, and to amend the Laws relative to the Issuance of
Duplicate Certificates and the Exportation of Game. The
present law requires a license for fishing only in those inland
waters which have been stocked by this Department since
Jan. 1, 1910. The publication yearly of lists of waters

RECOMMENDATIONS OF DIVISION OF FISHERIES
AND GAME.
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stocked during the year involves considerable expense.
Further, by reason of the fact that many streams are known
by various names, much confusion is created in the minds
of persons who wish to determine whether a stream has or
has not been stocked. Many of the unstocked waters are
being depleted, and we believe they should be protected by
requiring licenses for fishing therein.

A person wishing to secure a duplicate of a lost or de-
stroyed license is required by the present law to apply either
in person or by letter at the office of the Division of Fish-
eries and Game. This is an inconvenience to the public,
and creates a volume of work in the office of the division at
the busiest season of the year. An amendment permitting
the issuance of duplicates by city and town clerks will rem-
edy this, and the 25 cent fee will have the effect of reducing
the number of licenses lost.

Under the existing law there is no limit to the amount of
fish or game which a nonresident may take out of the State
under his license, except in the case of birds and brook trout.
Inasmuch as the Department is bending every effort to con-
serve the supply of wild life within the Commonwealth, it
seems only just and fair that a limit be set.

5. To permit the Issuance of Licenses to Certain Minors
wider Restrictions. There are many minors under the age
of fifteen, now set by law, who could be allowed to have
permission to hunt with firearms if accompanied by someone
who could coach them along and prevent them from trying
reckless stunts. The license would not be operative if they
went out alone.

6. To allow Nonresident Hunters the Right to attend Field
Trials, the same as the Right now possessed, for Fox-Hunter
Activities. This is to take care of an oversight in the hunt-
ing license law and allow field trials which will not injure our
game, and thus not put a heavy burden on nonresidents who
are here for a few days only.

7. To permit the Importation into Massachusetts of Fish and
Game taken legally outside the Commonwealth, and to permit
1 ossession of such Fish and Game after the Close of the
Season. dhe present laws permit the taking of a bag
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limit of fish and game on the last day of the open seasons;
but the person taking it cannot reasonably be expected to
dispose of the same immediately. The accompanying act
will give a reasonable length of time for the disposal of game
and fish legally taken during the open season. It will also
permit the importation and possession, after the close seasons
in Massachusetts, of fish and game taken legally outside of
the Commonwealth.

8. To make the Laws of Massachusetts relative to Migratory
Birds conform with the Laws of the United States. The Fed-
eral government has entered into a treaty with Great Britain
for the uniform protection of migratory birds on the Ameri-
can continent. The Federal laws in this connection render
conflicting State laws void. For the convenience of the
public, and for the proper enforcement of the law, it is de-
sirable to have the laws of this Commonwealth conform with
the Federal rules and regulations.

9. To provide for Reports from Trappers to shows to ivhat
Extent They are commercializing the Fur-Bearing Animals.
At the present time we have no way of estimating the num-
ber of fur-bearing animals in this Commonwealth. They are
a valuable natural resource, and we should have information
as to their abundance and value.

10. To.permit the Importation of Live Hares and Rabbits. —•

Our season is shorter than in other States, and many inter-
ested parties desire to purchase live hares and rabbits to
stock our woods. Under the present law they must be im-
ported and liberated during the open season, and they may
be killed off immediately with no chance to propagate. It
is surely no harm to bring them in during the close season
to stock our covers if they have been legally taken in some
other State.

11. To prohibit the Use of Dogs during the Open Week on
Deer. Many dogs are taken into the woods during the deer
week under the guise of hunting fox, raccoons, rabbits, etc.
They are really used to help to take the deer, but it is im-
possible to meet the situation under the present law. If all
dogs are ruled out of the woods during the open week, the
same as rifles are, the matter can be handled more fairly.

12. To prohibit the Use of Snares. The present law for-
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bids the use of wire snares, but cord snares are just as deadly
to dogs and game and also to human beings. No snares of
any sort should be allowed in the woods.

13. To extend the Close Season on Quail in Certain Counties.
There are few quail left in these counties. While they

have been protected during the past few years and have
shown an increase, it has not been sufficient to warrant an
open season.

14. To repeal the Salmon Laic on Lake Quinsigamond.
Under present laws the Commissioner of Conservation has
the right to make rules and regulations for the taking of
salmon, and there is no reason why they should not apply
to this lake as well as all others. The situation which re-
quired a special law for that lake no longer exists.

15. To regulate the Catching and Sale of Fresh Water Fish.
Winter fishing and absence of restriction on the sale of

pond fish have been two of the principal causes of the deple-
tion of inland fisheries during the past few years. Progres-
sive conservation demands that catch and sale limits be
established.

16. To extend the Close Season on Black Bass. Bass are
late spawners and need more time to carry eggs than other
fish. They are easily caught in the late spring after hiber-
nating and not eating during the winter.

17. To establish the Authority of the State Inspector of Fish.
The original act imposed certain restrictive measures on

the sale of fish, but it contains
the authority of the inspector c
provisions of these sections.

no definite statement as to
his deputies to enforce the

18. To amend Certain Section,
Laws. It is advisable to chan

of Chapter 94 of the General
;e the wording in a few places

so that the provisions will be clearly understood and no in-
consistent statements contained therein.

19. To allow the Commissioner of Conservation to sell Cer-
tain Lands and Buildings in the Towns of Palmer and Wil-
braham. It seems advisable to either turn over to some
other State department or to restore as taxable property
certain parts of the Palmer Fish Hatchery and the Wilbra-
ham Game Farm as appear to be no longer needed for main-
taining operations at these two stations.
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