
HOUSE No. 91
Accompanying the recommendations of the Division of Forestry

of the Department of Conservation (see House, No. 90). Conserva-
tion. January 4.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Twc

AN ACT
Relative to the Operation of Portable Sawmills.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

C&e CommontucalHj of Massachusetts

1 Chapter forty-eight of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section twenty-one of said chap-
3 ter and substituting in place thereof the following:
4 Section 48. Every person, firm, or corporation shall, be-
-5 fore starting any lumbering operation other than the
6 cutting of cord-wood, file with the forester a statement of
7 such intention, giving name, location and approximate
8 size of the lot to be operated. He shall, before operating
9 any portable sawmill, dispose of all slash and brush

10 within one hundred and fifty feet of such mill. When any
11 mill is moved from one location to another said mill shall
12 not be operated until the owner or operator has filed with
13 the forester a statement giving the new location of the
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14 mill. Whoever, except when the ground is covered with
15 snow, operates in or adjacent to forest or grass lands, any
16 portable sawmill, steam roller, steam shovel, or steam
17 tractor which burns spark-producing material as fuel
18 shall have the same equipped with a suitable spark ar-
-19 rester approved by the forester. Any person violating
20 the provisions of this section shall be punished by a fine
21 of not less than fifty nor more than one hundred dollars.
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I hereby make the following recommendation for considera-
tion and action by the General Court for the ensuing year: -

New State Prison.
In the annual report of this Department for last year the

following language was used:

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMISSIONER
OF CORRECTION.

The present structure was built in 1805. It is antiquated, out
date, and hard to keep clean. It is in a congested and dirty location
There are no adequate hospital facilities. There is no congregati
dining room, with the result that men are obliged to eat all theirmeal
in their cells. This is unhygienic, wasteful of food, and conducive t
unclean conditions. The absence from the cells of any kind of plumbinj
makes necessary the obnoxious and unhealthy “bucket system,’ and

in general, the cell block construction is not conducive to health
Many repairs are immediately necessary in connection with the heatin
plant and general construction. The land and buildings are appraise
on the city of Boston records for 1919 as a little over .81,000,000,-
Itvnrl sU39nOO- hnilflinffs. &616.200.

It is no longer necessary to argue the necessity for a new
prison building. Every investigating committee and e' er.
official and unofficial visitor thereto admits that the presei

building is a disgrace. Even the press of the Commonweal .
have given considerable space to the matter in the last yea

It but remains to provide the necessary appropriation an

agree upon the place for it to be located. This Depart®
realizes the increasing cost of State government, but it

leave to submit certain figures showing that however De

of government may have increased, there has been Prac |
ea

•
none of the monev invested in correctional institu
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Figures are herewith submitted showing the comparative
amounts of money expended from 1893 to 1920, inclusive, in
construction of public buildings of the Commonwealth:

T Improvements,Institutions. i 893 t 0 1920

Insane and feeble-minded §14,828,000

Charitable . 4,425,945

Armories ............. 3,701,205

Educational . 3,169,397

Sanatoria 639,030

Correctional 487,680

It may be noted that $130,000 of the amount given above
as spent for correctional institutions in Massachusetts was
expended for one building and necessary improvements to

remove a fire menace at the Reformatory for Women at
Framingham. For twenty-seven years only $356,000 was
spent for the construction of prisons and correctional insti-
tutions in this State.

I have, for purposes of comparison, requested from other
States a statement as to the amount of money they have
invested in prisons and reformatories during a like period,
and I have received the following information:

It will be seen that these States have spent from five to
twenty times as much as Massachusetts has spent in the
same period. I was unable to obtain the figures from the
State of New York, but one has but to refer to the great new




