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I. Maternity Benefits and Child Hygiene Program.

There has recently been passed by Congress an act en-
titled “An Act for the Promotion of the Welfare and Hy-
giene of Maternity and Infancy, and for Other Purpc
In order to further extend the activities already being car-
ried on by this Department for the reduction of maternal
and infant mortality, and in order that this State may be-
come eligible under the terms of the Federal act for a share
of the funds made available by its passage, the General
Court must first accept the provisions of this act, and legis-
lation for this purpose is recommended
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determination of quantities of alcohol is made by stncth

physical methods, the courts have held that the Department

has not been complying with the act, and the certificates of

examination are not admissible, although the evidence of the

chemists obtained by physical methods is admissible if the

chemist appears in court to testify.
This law should be changed by striking out the word

“chemical,” so that certificates of analyses made by physical
methods may be accepted by the courts in liquor cases,

thereby saving the time of the chemists, who will have to

appear frequently in court unless there is a change in the

statutes.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION.
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111. Publication of Certain Statistics of Pood and
Drug Division.

The present law requires the publication of certain infor-
mation by the Department of Public Health relative to foods
as often as once each month in the official publication of the
Department. This publication is now issued only once in
each two months, and the statute should be amended by
striking; out all reference to monthly bulletins.

The present law requires that the Department adopt cer
tain methods adopted by the Association of Official Agri
cultural Chemists for the examination of vinegar, and to
publish these methods in the bulletin of this Department.
This statute also limits the examination of vinegar for in-
speetional purposes to such published methods. Two years’
time is necessary before a method can be adopted by the
association, and in the interim the Department is prohibited
by statute from using any new method which may be devel-
oped for detection of adulteration in vinegar. Furthermore,
owing to the amount of space necessary for the publication
of the vinegar methods of the association, the expense of
printing these methods in the bulletin of the Department
would be greater than the appropriation permi

This land is level tillage land that has been under cultiva-
tion for several years. The sanatorium needs the additional
acreage for field crops. This point of land is bounded on
two sides by the sanatorium property, and should be added
to it, in order to avoid any objectionable construction of
buildings on this site.

VI. State Examiners of Plumbers.
Ihe present statute limiting the traveling and other ex-

penses of two of the examiners of plumbers to $5OO annu-
ally should be amended, since it is impossible for these twr o

IV. Examinations of Vinegar.

V. Purchase of Land in Westfield.
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examiners, one residing in Brockton and the other in Spring-
field, to hold necessary examinations in different localities
throughout the State and at the same time keep their travel-
ing expenses within $5OO.

VII. Sanitary Improvement of the Neponset River.
The Auditor’s office has ruled that certain funds appro-

priated by chapter 655 of the Acts of 1911 for certain ex-
penses in connection with the sanitary improvement of the
Neponset River are not now available. In order that the
Department may fully carry out the duties imposed by the
said statute relative to this matter, it is necessary that these
funds be made available during the current fiscal year, to-

gether with any balance remaining from that and subsequent
appropriations, and legislation for this purpose is recom-
mended.


