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REPORT OF PROGRESS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC
HEALTH RELATIVE TO THE STANDARDIZATION OF
MUNICIPAL REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO PLUMBING
AND DRAINAGE.

By the provisions of chapter 40 of the Resolves of 1921 the Depart-
ment of Public Health was authorized to continue the investigation,
provided for by chapter 9 of the Resolves of 1920, relative to the
standardization of regulations relative to plumbing and drainage.
The 1921 resolve reads as follows:

Resolved, That the department of public health be authorized to continue the
investigation, provided for by chapter nine of the resolves of nineteen hundred
and twenty, relative to the advisability of revising and codifying therules, regula-
tions and ordinances of the various cities and towns of the commonwealth
concerning plumbing, house drainage and like subjects. Report thereon shall be
made to the general court not later than January tenth, nineteen hundred and
twenty-two.

Following the passage of this legislation, the Commissioner requested
the Special Plumbing Board, appointed in 1919, to carry out the pro-
visions of the resolve, as above stated. The report of the Special
Plumbing Board was presented to the Public Health Council of the
Department on Nov. 29, 1921, and after consideration it was voted
that the report and recommendation relative to legislation as sub-
mitted by the Board be approved and adopted. The report follows:

Nov. 21, 1921

Dr. Eugene R. Kelley, State Commissioner of Public Health, State House
Boston, Mass.

Dear Sir: A meeting of the Special Plumbing Board was held at the State
"

House on Saturday, Nov. 19, 1921, at which Messrs. Kelly, Wilson and Wliipple
were present. Mr. O’Brien, who was unable to be present personally, conferred
with the chairman by telephone.

The-chairman stated that since the last report of the Special Plumbing Board,
submitted to the Legislature in January, 1921, and partly as a result of the
interest aroused by this report, that the subject of the standardization of plumb-
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ing regulations and ordinances had been taken up actively by the United States
Department of Commerce, and that a far-reaching investigation relative to the
design of plumbing systems and the standardization of plumbing fixtures and
supplies was in progress. In view of this fact, it was considered wise not to
reopen the question of revising the Massachusetts plumbing laws until such time
as the findings of the United States Department of Commerce committee should
be available.

The Board, therefore, recommends that the State Commissioner of Public
Health request the Legislature to extend the time for presenting its final report
and revision of the bill presented in January, 1921, to January, 1923, relative to
plumbing and drainage. The draft of a bill for this purpose is appended hereto.

Very truly y Durs,

George C. Whipple, Chairman,
Charles J. O’Bkien, 1

Thomas M. Wilson
Edward C. Kelly,
Patrick J. Osboeni

Members of the Board.

1 Appointed July 7, 1921, vice Mr. James C. Coffey, resigned.
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Resolve providing for a Continuance of the Investigation as to the
Advisability of Standardizing Municipal Regulations relative to
Plumbing and Drainage.

Resolved, That the time within which the department of public health shall
present to the general court the further report required by chapter forty of the
resolves of nineteen hundred and twenty-one, relative to the investigation as to
the advisability of revising and codifying the rules and regulations and ordinances
of the various cities and towns of the commonwealth, concerning plumbing and
house drainage and like subjects, is hereby extended to the second Wednesday
in January, 1923.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.


