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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Two. 

AN ACT 
To provide for the More Prompt Disposition of Criminal 

Cases in the Interest of Justice. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows: 

1 SECTION 1. A justice of a district court may, at the 
2 written request of the chief justice of the superior court, 
3 sit in the superior court at the trial or disposition with 
4 or without a jury in any part of the commonwealth of 
5 criminal cases in which the alleged offence is punishable 
6 by not more than five years in the state prison, and 
7 during the continuance of such request shall have and 
8 exercise all the powers and duties which a justice of the 
9 superior court has and may exercise in the trial and dis-

10 position of such cases; provided, however, that no special 
11 justice of a district court shall so sit and that no justice 
12 so sitting shall act in a case in which he has either sat or 



2 HOUSE —No. 698. [.Jan. 1922. 

13 held an inquest in the district court. Section twenty-
14 seven of chapter twelve of the General Laws shall apply 
15 to sittings under this act. 

1 SECTION 2. The chief justice of the superior court 
2 may arrange for the holding of special sittings for the 
3 trial and disposition of such cases and for the attendance 
4 of jurors therefor as the interests of justice and the 
5 prompt disposition of such cases may in his judgment 
6 require. Such special sitting may be held simultaneously 
7 with other sittings of the superior court or at other times 
8 in the discretion of the chief justice. 

1 SECTION 3 . When a justice of a district court sits in 
2 the superior court as above provided, the fact of his 
3 holding court and the request of the chief justice of the 
4 superior court shall be entered upon the general records 
5 of the court, but need not be stated in the record of any 
6 case heard by him. 

1 SECTION 4. Justices of district courts when sitting in 
2 the superior court as herein provided shall receive from 
3 the commonwealth compensation in addition to their 
4 regular salary upon certificate of the chief justice of the 
5 superior court at the rate of dollars per day 
6 and the amount of expense incurred by them in the dis-
7 charge of their duties in connection with such sittings. 
8 The compensation of special justices for services in hold-
9 ing sessions of a district court in place of a justice of a 

10 district court while' sitting in the superior court as herein 
11 provided shall be paid by the county and shall not be 
12 deducted from the salary of the justice so sitting in the 
13 superior court, but shall be repaid to the county by the 
14 commonwealth. 






