
Accompanying the petition of John Thomas for legislation to provide
a method for absentee voting at municipal elections. Election Laws,
January 17.

AN ACT
To provide for Absentee Voting at Municipal Elections.

jhty-six of chapter fifty-four of
:by amended by inserting after
the first line, the words: or

1 Section 1. Section ei
2 the General Laws is hen
3 the word “election”, in
4 any special or municipal election, so as to read as fol-
-5 lows: Section 86. Any voter who, on the day of the
6 biennial state election, or any special or municipal elec-
-7 tion is absent from the city or town where he is regis-
-9 tered, and whose application for an official absent voting
9 ballot has been filed with the city or town clerk as pro-

10 vided in section eighty-nine, or with the state secretary
11 as provided in section ninety, and certified under section
12 ninety-one, may vote in accordance with sections eighty-
-13 seven to one hundred and three, inclusive.

1 Section 2. Section eighty-seven of chapter fifty-four
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out,
3 in the first line, the words “biennial state”, and insert-

in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

and by the authority of the
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4 ing in place thereof the word; such; by adding' after

5 the word “secretary”, in the first line, the words: in

6 the case of state or special elections and the city clerk
7 in the case of city elections; by adding after the word
8 “state”, in the third line of the form of application, the
9 words: special or city; by adding after the word “sec-

-10 retary”, in the seventeenth line of said section, the words:
11 —or city clerk; and by adding after the word “attor-

-12 ney-general”, in the eighteenth line, the words: or

13 city counsel, —soas to read as follows: Section 8/.

14 Prior to each such election the state secretary in the

15 case of state or special elections and the city clerk in the
16 case of city elections shall prepare in such quantities as

17 he may deem necessary the following papers:
18 (a) Official absent voting ballots, similar in all re-

-19 spects to the official ballot to be used at such election,
20 but printed on paper differing in color from that used
21 for official or specimen ballots.
22 (b ) Blank forms of application for such ballots, worded
23 as follows:
24 I, , hereby apply for an official ab-
-25 gent voting ballot. I am a legal resident of the city or

26 town o" , a duly qualified voter, and, as

27 I believe, entitled to vote at the next state, special or

28 city election at precinct , ward ,in said city or

29 town.

30 My address on April first in the current year was

31 . My present address i
32 (If in the service of the United States, the applicant
33 will fill out the following:)
34 lam in the military, naval, civil service of the United
35 States, and my rank or official position is

36 (date) (Signature)
37 We, the undersigned, a majority of the registrars of
38 voters of the of .

hereby certify that the
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39 above signature, to the best of our knowledge and belief
40 appears to be genuine, and that we believe said
41 is a duly registered voter in said precinct
42 ward , city or town of
43 Registrars of voters of the
44 of
45 (c) Envelopes of sufficient size to contain the ballots
46 specified in clause (a), bearing on their reverse the fol-
-47 lowing affidavit:
48 State of
49 Countv of
50 I, ,do solemnly swear that lam a regi
51 tered voter in the city or town of
52 Massachusetts, in precinct , ward ,

53 that there are at least two municipalities intervening be-
-54 tween the municipality in which I am a registered voter
55 and the place where I now am; that I have carefully
56 read the instructions forwarded to me with the ballot
57 herein enclosed, and that I have marked, enclosed and
58 sealed the within ballot as stated hereon by the person
59 taking my oath.
60 (Signature)
61 Subscribed and sworn to before me by the above af-
-62 fiant, personally known to me, this day
63 of , 19 , in the city or town of
64 , state of , and 1 hereby
65 certify that when I was alone with the affiant he showed
66 me the ballot herein enclosed, unmarked, and then in
67 my presence marked the same without my seeing how
68 he marked it, after which he sealed said ballot in this
69 envelope. I had no communication with the affiant as
70 to how he was to vote.

71 (Seal, if any) Name
72 Residence
73 Official title or military or naval rank
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74 (d) Envelopes of size sufficient to contain the preced-
-75 ing, addressed to the clerks of the several cities and
76 towns within the commonwealth, upon which shall be
77 printed, “Enclosed is the ballot of an absent voter”,
78 and at the top thereof blank spaces for the name, ad-
-79 dress and voting place of the sender with the words,
80 “name”, “address”, “ward” and “precinct” appropri-
-81 ately printed thereon.
82 (e) Copies of sections eighty-six to one hundred and
83 three, inclusive, with such explanatory matter and in-
-84 structions as the state secretary or city clerk, with the
85 approval of the attorney general or the city counsel,
86 shall deem appropriate to carry into effect the purposes
87 of said sections.


