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Accompanying the petition of Michael H. Sullivan for a change in the
system of keeping the accounts of the city of Boston and county of
Suffolk. Metropolitan Affairs. January 18.

AN ACT
To provide for a Change in the System of keeping the

Accounts of the City of Boston and County of Suffolk.
Be if enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section twenty-three of chapter four hun-
-2 dred eighty-six of the acts of the year nineteen hundred
3 and nine is hereby amended by striking out the first sen-
-4 tence of said section and substituting in place thereof the
5 following:-—There shall be installed and maintained by
6 the city auditor in the departments of the city of Boston
7 and county of Suffolk a system of accounting on the ac-
-8 crual basis for income and expenditures; so that section
9 twenty-three shall read as follows: —Section 23. There

10 shall be installed and maintained by the city auditor in
11 the departments of the city of Boston and county of
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12 Suffolk a system of accounting on the accrual basis for
13 income and expenditures. The auditor may require any
14 person presenting for settlement an account or claim
15 against the city or county to make oath before him in
16 such form as he may prescribe as to the accuracy of such
17 account or claim. The willful making of a false oath shall
18 be perjury and punishable as such. The auditor may
19 disallow and refuse to pay, in whole or in part, any claim
20 on the ground that it is fraudulent or unlawful and in
21 that case he shall file a written statement of his reasons
22 for the refusal.

1 Section 2. Section twenty-five of chapter four hun-
-2 dred eighty-six of the acts of the year nineteen hundred
3 and nine is hereby amended by striking out the word, —

4 “unexpended” in the second, third and fifth lines, and
5 substituting therefor the word: available, —so as to
6 read: Section 25. The auditor shall furnish monthly
7 to each head of department a statement of the available
8 balance of the appropriation for that department, and
9 he shall furnish to the mayor and city council a statement

10 of the available balances of all the departments. He
11 shall furnish quarterly to the city council an itemized
12 statement showing the amount of money expended by
13 the mayor and the city council for contingent expenses.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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