
HOUSE No. 998

Accompanying the petition of Charles H. Slowey for an amendment
of the charter of the city of Lowell so as to provide for the recall of
elective officers. Cities. January 19.

AN ACT
To amend the Charter of the City of Lowell in respect to the

Recall of all Elective Officers.

1 The holder of any elective office may be removed at
2 any time by the registered voters in accordance with the
3 following procedure: •
4 A petition signed by a number of such voters equal to
5 at least twenty per cent of the number of registered
6 voters participating in the last preceding annual election,
7 demanding the election of a successor to the person
8 sought to be removed, shall be filed in the office of the
9 election commission.

10 The petition shall contain a general statement of the
11 grounds upon which the removal is sought. It need not
12 be on one paper, but may consist of several distinct
13 papers, each containing the said demand, and substan-
-14 tially upon the same grounds, and all papers containing
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15 the same demand and statement, which in any one day
16 shall be filed in the office of the election commission, shall
17 be deemed parts of the same petition. Each signer shall
18 add the signature, the place of residence, giving the street
19 and number, if any. One signer of every such paper shall
20 make oath, upon information and belief, before a notary
21 public, or a justice of the peace, that the statements
22 therein made are true, and that each signature of the
23 paper is genuine.
24 Within ten days after the filing of such a petition the
25 election commission shall examine the petition to ascer-
-26 tain the numerical sufficiency of the signers, as above
27 defined, and shall attach to the petition their certificate,
28 stating the result of their examination.
29 If, from the election commission’s certificate, the pe-
-30 tition appears not to have been signed by the requisite
31 number of voters, it may be supplemented within ten

32 days after the date of such certificate, by other papers,

33 containing a like demand and statement, and signed and
shall be deemed supplemental to34 sworn to as aforeasid,

35 the original petition.
36 The election commit
37 such supplementation,
38 amended petition, and
39 and if it appears from

ision shall, within ten days after
make a like examination of the

attach thereto a new certificate,

such new certificate that the pe-

40 tition is still numerically insufficient, it shall be returned
41 to the person or persons who filed the same, without

42 prejudice, however, to the filing of a new petition seeking

43 a like object.
44 If the petition as originally filed or as supplemented,
45 shall be certified by the election commission to be suffi-
-46 cient, they shall without delay present the same to the

47 city council which shall call the election so demanded,

48 fix a date and make or cause to be made all arrangements
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49 for holding the same, which shall not be less than sixty,
50 nor more than seventy days, after the date of the pre-
-51 sentation of the petition by the election commission.
52 Such election shall be held and conducted, returns thereof
53 made and the results thereof declared in all respects as in
54 the case of other city elections.
55 Any person sought to be removed may be a candidate
56 at the said election, and unless the candidate requests
57 otherwise in writing, the election commission shall place
58 the candidate’s name on the official ballot without nomi-
59 nation. The person receiving the highest number of votes
60 shall be declared elected. If some person other than the
61 incumbent receives the highest number of votes, the in-
-62 cumbent shall thereupon be deemed to be removed from
63 office, and such person shall succeed to the office for the
64 remainder of the term. In case a person, other than the
65 incumbent, receiving the highest number of votes, shall
66 fail to make oath before the election commission or a
67 justice of the peace, within thirty days after said election,
68 faithfully to perform the duties of the office, the office

If the incumbent receives the
that person shall continue in

69 shall be deemed vacant.
70 highest number of vote;

71 office until the end of the term which said incumbent was
72 serving at the time of such election, unless sooner removed
73 therefrom by new and like proceedings. The name of no
74 candidate other than the person sought to be removed
75 shall be printed on the official ballots to be used at such
76 election, unless such candidate be nominated as herein-
77 before provided at a preliminary election: provided, that
78 if the person sought to be removed is a candidate, the
79 person receiving the highest number of votes at the pre-
-80 liminary election shall be the only other candidate for said
81 office, except in case of a tie vote as hereinbefore pro-

82 vided




