
No. 1176HOUSE
Accompanying the petition of the Department of Massachusetts,

The American Legion, for an amendment of the law relative to the
acquiring of settlements by soldiers and sailors. Social Welfare.
January 20.

AN ACT
Amending the Law with regard to the Acquirement of

Settlements by Soldiers and Sailors.

1 Whereas, The rights of veterans under the existing
2 law relative to state aid to soldiers and sailors are un-

-3 just and inadequate, and the deferred operation of this
4 act would defeat its purpose of correcting existing con-

-5 ditions, it is hereby declared to be an emergency law,
6 necessary for the immediate preservation of the public
7 peace and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same, as follows:
1 The fifth clause of section one of chapter one hundred

2 and sixteen of the General Laws of Massachusetts is
o hereby amended by striking out in lines twenty-seven,
4 twenty-eight, twenty-nine and thirty thereof the words

that he served for not less than one year, or
ame disabled from wounds or disease received0 die

acted while engaged in such service, or while a
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8 prisoner of the enemy”, so as to read as follows:
9 Fifth, A person who enlisted and was mustered into the

10 military or naval service of the United States, as a part
11 of the quota of a town in the commonwealth under any
12 call of the president of the United States during the war
13 of the rebellion or any war between the United States
14 and any foreign power, or who was assigned as a part
15 of the quota thereof after having enlisted and been mus-
-16 tered into said service, and his wife or widow and minor
17 children, shall be deemed
18 settlement in such town;
19 otherwise be entitled to a
20 but who was not a part of

thereby to have acquired a
and any person who would
settlement under this clause,
the quota of any town, shall,

21 if he served as a part of the quota of the commonwealth,
22 be deemed to have acquired a settlement, for himself,
23 his wife or widow and minor children, in the place where
24 he actually resided at the time of his enlistment. Any
25 person who was inducted into the military or naval
26 forces of the United States under the federal selective
27 service act, or who enlisted in said forces in time of war
28 between the United States and any foreign power,
29 whether he served as a part of the quota of the common-
-30 wealth or not, and his wife or widow and minor children
31 shall, subject to the same proviso, be deemed to have
32 acquired a settlement in the place where he actually re-
-33 sided in this commonwealth at the time of his induction
34 or enlistment. But these provisions shall not apply to
35 any person who enlisted and received a bounty for such
36 enlistment in more than one place unless the second en-
-37 listment was made after an honorable discharge from
38 the first term of service, nor to any person who has been
39 proved guilty of wilful desertion, or who left the service
40 otherwise than by reason of disability or an honorable
41 discharge.


