
House of Representatives, Feb. 7, 1922

The committee on Cities, to whom was referred the peti-
tion (accompanied by bill, House, No. 463) of Harry C.
Woodill for the establishment of biennial municipal elections
in the city of Melrose, report the accompanying bill.

For the committt

HARRY C. WOODILL.

HOUSE No. 1253

Che Commontoealth o! Massachusetts.
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AN ACT
Providing for Biennial Municipal Elections in the City of

Melrose.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Beginning with the second Tuesday of
2 December in the year nineteen hundred and twenty-two,

3 municipal elections in the city of Melrose for the choice of
4 mayor, members of the board of aldermen and members
5 of the school committee, shall be held biennially, on the
6 second Tuesday of December in every even-numbered

vear.

1 Section 2. The terms of the mayor and the board of
2 aldermen of said city shall be for two years and until
3 their successors are duly elected and qualified in their
4 stead. The aldermen elected in nineteen hundred and
5 twenty-one, whose terms of office would, under existing
6 law, expire in the year nineteen hundred and twenty-
7 three, shall continue to hold office until the election and
8 qualification of their successors who shall be elected at the
9 biennial election in the year nineteen hundred and

10 twenty-four. The inauguration meeting of the city gov-

Cf)c Commontuealtl) of €oassacinisetto.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Two.
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eminent shall be held on the first Monday of January
following the election of its members; provided that, if
the first Monday of January falls on a holiday, the said
meeting shall take place at the same time on the following
dav.

11
12
13

14
15

Section 3. At the biennial municipal election to be
held in nineteen hundred and twenty-two and at every
biennial election thereafter, except as otherwise provided
in this section, all members of the school committee to be
elected shall be chosen for terms of four years each. The
members of said committee elected in nineteen hundred
and twenty, whose terms of office would under existing
law expire in the year nineteen hundred and twenty-three,
shall continue to hold office until the election and quali-
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, who shall be elected at the
nineteen hundred and twenty-
ection to be held in the year
■ntv-four, six members of the

fication of their successors
biennial election in the year
four. At the municipal e
nineteen hundred and tw(

school committee shall be
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elected to fill the vacancies14

expiring in said year, of the members so elected two shall
be elected for the term of two years and four for the

15

16
;erm of four vear17

Section 4. Section fifty-one of chapter one hundred
nd sixty-two of the acts of eighteen hundred and ninety-

1

nine, as amended by section one of chapter two hundred
nineteen hundred and two,
v striking out said section

and thirty-five of the acts of
is hereby further amended 1

4
3

and inserting in place thereof the following: Section 51.(

If there is no choice of a mayor, or if the person elected
mayor shall refuse to accept the office, or shall die before
qualifying, or if in the first eighteen months of the term of

8

)

office, a vacancy in said office shall occur, the board10
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11 aldermen shall forthwith call meetings for a new election,
12 and the same proceedings shall be had in respect thereto
13 as are hereinbefore provided for the election of mayor,
14 and shall be repeated until the election of a mayor is
15 completed. But if such vacancy in the office of mayor
16 shall occur in the last six months of the term for which
17 he is elected, such vacancy shall be filled by the board
IS of aldermen by a majority vote of all its members. If
19 the full number of members of the board of aldermen has
20 not been elected, or if a vacancy in the office of alder-
-21 man shall occur in the first six months of the term for
22 which he is elected, it shall be filled by an election by the
23 voters of the city in the case of an alderman at large, or
24 by an election by the voters of the ward entitled to such
25 representative in the case of a ward alderman. But if
26 such vacancy occur in the last eighteen months of the
27 term for which an alderman is elected, it shall be filled
28 by the board of aldermen by a majority vote of all mem-
-29 bers. The person elected to fill such vacancy, if not
30 elected at large, shall be a resident of the ward in which
31 the vacancy occurs.

1 Section 5. The provisions of chapter one hundred and
2 sixty-two of the acts of eighteen hundred and ninety-nine
3 that are inconsistent with this act are hereby repealed.

1 Section 6. A vote on the question of granting li-
-2 censes for the sale of certain non-intoxicating beverages
3 as required by chapter one hundred and thirty-eight of
4 the General Laws, or by any other general provision of
5 law, as long as said laws shall be in effect, shall beginning
6 with the year nineteen hundred and twenty-two, be
7 taken biennially in the city of Melrose, at the biennial
8 election herein provided for.
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1 Section 7. This act shall be submitted to the voters
2 of the city of Melrose for their acceptance at the next
3 state election in the current year in the form of the fol-
-4 lowing question to be printed on the official ballot:
5 “Shall an act passed by the general court in the year
6 nineteen hundred and twenty-one entitled ‘An Act pro-

7 viding for biennial municipal elections in the city of Mel-
-8 rose’ be accepted?” If a majority of the voters, voting
9 thereon, vote in the affirmative in answer to said ques-

-10 tion, then this act shall take effect in said city, other-
-11 wise it shall not take effect.




