
House of Representatives, March 1, 1922

The committee on Election Laws, to whom was referred a

portion of the annual report of the Secretary of the Common-
wealth of the number of assessed polls and registered voters
in each city and town at the last election, the number of
persons who voted in each voting precinct, the number of
votes received by each candidate for nomination and election
for a state office or state committee, and a statement of other
matters relating to elections (Pub. Doc. No. 43), report (in
part) the accompanying bill.

For the committee
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AN ACT
Relative to the Qualification of Voters.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section forty-four of chapter fifty-one of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out the words
3 “double small pica type”, in the ninth and tenth lines, and
4 inserting in place thereof the words:-—type of a size not
5 less than twenty-four point, ■— so as to read as follows:
6 Section JfJf. The registrars shall examine on oath an appli-
-7 cant for registration relative to his qualifications as a
8 voter, and shall, unless he is prevented by physical dis-
-9 ability, or unless he had the right to vote on May first,
10 eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, require him to write his

11 name in the general register and to read in such a manner
12 as to show that he is neither prompted nor reciting from
13 memory. Registrars shall be provided by the state secre-
-14 tary with a copy of the constitution of the commonwealth
15 printed in English on uniform pasteboard slips, each con-

-16 taining five lines of said constitution printed in type of a
17 size not less than twenty-four point, and with a box so

18 constructed as to conceal them from view. The registrars
19 shall place said slips in the box, and shall require each
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20 applicant to draw one of said slips from the box and read
21 aloud, in full view and hearing of the registrars, the five
22 lines printed thereon. Each slip shall be returned to the
23 box immediately after the test is finished, and the contents
24 of the box shall be shaken up by a registrar before another
25 drawing is made. No person failing to read the .constitu-
-26 tion as printed on the slip thus drawn shall be registered
27 as a voter. The registrars shall keep said slips in said
28 box at all times. The state secretary shall upon request
29 provide new slips to replace those worn out or lost.




