
No. 1391HOUSE

House of Representatives, March 9, 1922.

The joint committee on Ways and Means, to whom were
referred the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No.
143) of George J. Ganer that provision be made for the
publication by the commonwealth of certain municipal
records relating to births, marriages, deaths and related
matters; the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No.
808) of Roland D. Sawyer relative to the price at which the
Secretary of the Commonwealth shall purchase copies of
records of births, marriages and deaths previous to the
year eighteen hundred and fifty; and so much of the annual
report of the Secretary of the Commonwealth (Pub. Doc.
No. 46) as relates to the distribution of town records of
vital statistics previous to the year eighteen hundred and
fifty, report the accompanying bill.

For the committee,

EBEN S. DRAPER.

Cf)c Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts.
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AN ACT
Providing for the Preservation of Town Records of Births,

Marriages and Deaths Previous to the Year Eighteen
Hundred and Fifty.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter five hundred and sixty-two of
2 the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty is hereby
3 amended by striking out section one and inserting in
4 place thereof the following: Section 1. Whenever the
5 record of the births, marriages and deaths, previous to the
6 year eighteen hundred and fifty, of any town in this
7 commonwealth shall be printed and verified by any cbr-

-8 poration, association or individual previously approved
9 by the secretary of the commonwealth, in the manner

10 required by said secretary and the state librarian, and the
11 work shall appear to them to have been done with ac-
-12 curacy, the secretary shall purchase three hundred and
13 fifty copies of the record at a price not exceeding one and
14 one half cents per page: provided, that the written copy
15 of the town records shall become the property of the
1G commonwealth, and shall be deposited in the office of the
17 said secretary; and, provided further, that not more than
18 fifteen thousand dollars shall be expended by authority
19 of this act in any one year.

Ct)c Commontoealtfc of S©assad)Uoetts.

In the Yeat One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Two.
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Section 2. Said chapter five hundred an sixty-two
is hereby further amended by striking out section two
as amended by chapter one hundred and seventy-one
of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-one, and
inserting in place thereof the following: Section 2. The
volumes purchased as aforesaid shall be distributed by
the secretary, at his discretion, as follows: One copy to
the office of the secretary of the commonwealth; one
copy to the supervisor of public records; one copy to the
free public library of each city and town in the common-
wealth; one copy to each state and territorial library in
the United States; one copy to the library of congress;
one copy to each incorporated historical society in the
commonwealth; one copy to the library of each college
in the commonwealth; one copy to each registry of
deeds, and one copy to the land court. The remainder
shall be placed in the state library for purposes of
exchange.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage




