
House of Representatives, May 1, 1922.

The committee on Public Institutions, to whom was
referred the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 311)
of William C. Copithorne for an amendment of the law
relative to the settlement of paupers, report the accom-
panying bill.

For the committee,

WILBUR F. LEWIS.

No. 1644HOUSE

Cfte Commontoealtl) of e^assaclnisetts.
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AN ACT
Relative to the Settlement of Paupers.

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter one hundred and
2 sixteen of the General Laws is hereby amended by in-
3 serting after the word “woman”, in the seventh line, the
4 words; ■—

, except as otherwise provided in section five,
5 so that clause second of said section will read as fol-
-6 lows: Second, A married woman, except as otherwise
7 provided in section five, shall follow and have the settle-
-8 ment of her husband; but if he has no settlement within
9 the commonwealth, she shall retain the settlement, if any,

10 which she had at the time of her marriage and may ac-

-11 quire a settlement under the preceding clause.

1 Section 2. Section five of said chapter one hundred
2 and sixteen is hereby amended by striking out, in the
3 third and fourth lines, the words “absence for five con-

-4 secutive years by a person from”, and inserting in place
5 thereof the words: failure for five consecutive years by

6 a person of the age of twenty-one or over to maintain a

7 domicile in, and by inserting after the word “settle-
s'ment”, in the fifth line, the words:-—In respect to a

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representative»
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:
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9 married woman who is divorced or whose husband dies
10 before such five year period is completed, the period ac-
-11 cruing before such death or divorce shall be counted in
12 computing the time necessary to defeat such settlement,
13 —and by inserting after the word “two”, in the eleventh
14 line, the following: and the periods of such failure to
15 maintain a domicile immediately before and immediately
16 after the time during which a person is an inmate as
17 aforesaid shall be treated as one consecutive period in
18 computing such total time, —so as to read as follows:
19 Section 5. Each settlement existing on August twelfth,
20 nineteen hundred and eleven, shall continue in force until
21 changed or defeated under this chapter, but from and
22 after such date failure for' five consecutive years by a
23 person of the age of twenty-one or over to maintain a
24 domicile in a town where he had a settlement shall defeat
25 such settlement. In respect to a married woman who is
26 divorced or whose husband dies before such five year
27 period is completed, the period accruing before such death
28 or divorce shall be counted in computing the time neces-
-29 sary to defeat such settlement. The time during which
30 a person shall be an inmate of any almshouse, jail, prison,

31 or other public or state institution, within the common-
-32 wealth, or in any manner under its care and direction or

33 that of an officer thereof, or of a soldiers’ or sailors’ home
34 whether within or without the commonwealth, shall not
35 be counted in computing the time either for acquiring or
36 for losing a settlement, except as provided in section two,
37 and the periods of such failure to maintain a domicile
38 immediately before and immediately after the time during
39 which a person is an inmate as aforesaid shall be treated
40 as one consecutive period in computing such total time.
41 The settlement, existing on August twelfth, nineteen
42 hundred and sixteen, of a soldier and his dependent eli-
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gible to receive military aid and soldiers’ relief under
existing laws shall be and continue in force while said
soldier or dependent actually resides in the common-
wealth and until a new settlement is gained in another
town in the manner heretofore prescribed.


