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To the Honorable Senate and He
I am returning herewith w

Xo. 1744, entitled “An Act
Public Works to provide for
Improvement of a Certain Hi;
and Holden”.

thout my approval House Bill
Directing the Department of
the Further Construction and
dnvay in the Towns of Rutland

Regardless of the merit of the particular highway con-
templated, the hill presents a departure from a wise policy
of state-wide road building which has been established, and
to which extended reference was made in a message under
date of June Bth, when Hou
without my approval, and tc
aspect further consideration i

;e Bill Xo. 1(390 was returned
which message in its general

asked
The bill in question is a pecial road bill. Federal aid

could not be expected upon it as the allotment of Federal
funds is based upon traffic conditions. The appropriation
recommended in the bill is “a sum not exceeding fifty thou-
sand dollars”, and it might be inferred that this amount
would approximate the completion of the route. Nearly

x miles of road are involved in the route, much of it over

mountainous country calling for expensive construction to
make the road of any practical service. It is impossible
to estimate the cost of construction at less than forty thou-
sand dollars a mile. It is therefore evident that the appro-
priation of fifty thousand dollars recommended must he
increased to nearly five times that amount to complete a
highway of such service as to justify state aid. Figures are
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available with reference to present traffic which show that
there are many miles of road needing improvement carrying
traffic greatly in excess of that which the contemplated road
would be called upon to serve.

The bill also seeks to anticipate the appropriations to be
made by another General Court, and on that ground is
again contrary to justifiable policy.

CHANNING 11. COX.






