
HOUSE No. 22

Office of the Police Commissioner

To the General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
In compliance with the provisions of section 33 of chapter

30 of the General Laws, I have the honor to transmit here-
with such parts of the annual report of the Police Commis-
sioner for the City of Boston for the police year ending
Nov. 30, 1922, as contain recommendations for legislative
action, accompanied by drafts of bills embodying the legis-
lation recommended.

Respectfully yours.

HERBERT D. WILSON,

Clic CommonUienltti of eiliissncfnisctts.

Police Commissioner for the City ofBoston.



[Jan. 1923.9 HOUSE No. 22.

Carrying of Guns, Pistols and Concealed Weapons.

1. Under our present system of granting permits to carry
firearms an unnaturalized person can obtain a permit to carry
a pistol or revolver. In ray opinion no such permit should
be given to an unnaturalized person, although it must be
granted that many of our unnaturalized residents are of a
fine type. In addition, I desire to state that I am of the
opinion that under no circumstances should a permit ever
be given to a minor or to any person who has been con-
victed of a felony or as a user or purveyor of narcotic drugs.
Under the present law it is a criminal offence to sell a fire-
arm to a minOx' under fifteen years of age. This law should
be changed so that it is a criminal offence to sell, offer to
sell or furnish firearms to a minor.

2. I believe that a statute should be passed by our next
Legislature punishing a person who commits or attempts to
commit a crime armed with a firearm, and with no permit
to carry the same, with imprisonment for not less than two
and one-half years nor more than five years in the State
Prison, in addition to the sentence given for the crime for
which he was arrested; and also that there should be a
statute passed that if any person while armed with ‘a pistol
or revolver, with no permit to carry the same, either commits
or attempts to commit a felony, the fact that he had no
permit to carry the firearm should be considered as prima
facie evidence of his intention to commit the felony for
which he was apprehended.

3. In relation to the law of carrying concealed weapons,
this law should be changed so as to prevent any person
carrying a pistol or revolver concealed in any vehicle with-
out a permit for such firearm, and a more severe punishment
should be given for a violation of this law.

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE POLICE COMMIS-
SIONER FOR THE CITY OF BOSTON.


