
HOUSE No. 140
Accompanying the third recommendation of the Division of High-

ways of the Department of Public Works (see House, No. 137). Ways
and Means (Joint). January 3.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Three.

AN ACT
To authorize the Division of Highways of the Department

of Public Works to make Certain Contracts in Anticipa-
tion of an Appropriation.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose by delaying the commence-
-3 ment of certain necessary improvements, therefore it is
4 hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for
5 the immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section twenty-seven of chapter twenty-nine of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by adding at the end
3 thereof the following: except that the division of high-
-4 ways of the department of public works, in anticipation
5 of an appropriation, may, in any year, make contracts
6 for the construction of new state highways or the recon-
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7 struction of existing state highways binding the common-
-8 wealth to an amount not in excess of fifty per cent of the
9 amount appropriated during the preceding fiscal year for

10 the same purposes, —so as to read as follows: Sec-
-11 tion 27. No public officer or board shall incur a new or
12 unusual expense, make a permanent contract, increase a
13 salary or employ a new clerk, assistant or other subor-
-14 dinate unless a sufficient appropriation to cover the ex-
-15 pense thereof has been made by the general court, except
16 that the division of highways of the department of pub-
-17 lie works, in anticipation of an appropriation, may, in
18 any year, make contracts for the construction of new
19 state highways or the reconstruction of existing state
20 highways binding the commonwealth to an amount not
21 in excess of fifty per cent of the amount appropriated
22 during the preceding fiscal year for the same purposes.


