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Accompanying the fifth recommendation of the Secretary of the

Commonwealth (see House, No. 147). Election Laws. January 3.

AN ACT
Relative to the Appointment of Election Officers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

Cfje Commontucalt!) of 00assacIju0ctts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Thre

1 Section 1. Section eleven of chapter fifty-four of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by striking out, in the
3 eighth line, the words “in August”, and inserting in place
4 thereof the words; between August first and fifteenth,
5 —by striking out, in the tenth line, the words “the
6 second Monday in”, and inserting after the word “Sep-

tember”, in the same line, the word: first, so as to
8 read as follows: Section 11. The mayor of every city,
9 except where city charters provide otherwise, shall annu-

-10 ally appoint as election officers for each voting precinct,
11 one warden, one deputy warden, one clerk, one deputy
12 clerk, four inspectors and four deputy inspectors, who
13 shall, at the time of their appointment, be qualified voters
14 in the ward of which such precinct forms a part. He
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15 may, in like manner, appoint two inspectors and two
16 deputy inspectors in addition. Every such appointment
17 shall be filed in the office of the city clerk of such city
18 between August first and fifteenth, and shall be acted on

19 by the aldermen not less than three days after the filing
20 of such appointment and on or before September first
21 following. Such appointment shall be open to public in-
-22 spection. In cities where the aldermen accept this section
23 or have accepted corresponding provisions of earlier laws,
24 no deputy warden, deputy clerk or deputy inspectors shall
25 be appointed.

1 Section 2. Section thirteen of said chapter fifty-four
2 is hereby amended by striking out, in the ninth line, the

3 wr ord “fifteenth”, and inserting in place thereof the
4 word: first, —so as to read as follows: Section 13.
5 Such election officers shall be so appointed as equally to
6 represent the two leading political parties, except that,
7 without disturbing the equal representation of such
8 parties, not more than two of such election officers not
9 representing either of them may be appointed. The

10 warden shall be of a different political party from the
11 clerk, and not more than one half of the inspectors shall
12 be of the same political party. In each case the principal
13 officer and his deputy shall be of the same political party.
14 Every election officer shall hold office for one year, be-
-15 ginning with September first succeeding his appointment,
16 and until his successor is qualified, or until his removal.
17 An election officer may be removed by the mayor, with
18 the approval of the aldermen, or by the selectmen, after
19 a hearing, upon written charge of incompetence or official
20 misconduct preferred by the city or town clerk, or by not
21 less than six voters of the ward, or, in a town, of the
22 voting precinct where the officer is appointed to act.
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Section 3. Said chapter fifty-four is hereby further
amended by striking out section fourteen and inserting in
place thereof the following; Section 14-. If there is a
vacancy in the number of the election officers, or if an
election officer declines his appointment and gives notice
thereof to the city or town clerk within ten days following
the date of his appointment, the mayor or the selectmen
shall, except as provided in section sixteen, fill the
vacancy; and the appointment shall be so made as to

preserve the equal representation of the two leading
political parties. Appointments to fill vacancies may be
acted upon immediately by the aldermen.




