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Boston, Dec. 19, 1922.

No. 159HOUSE

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMIS-
SION FOR THE CITY OF BOSTON RELATIVE
TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PLAYGROUND
IN THE NORTH END.

To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable the Senate and House
of Representatives in General Covert Assembled, and to the Hon-
orable the Mayor and City Council of the City of Boston.

Under the charter amendments of 1909 establishing the
Finance Commission (see sections 17 to 21, inclusive, of
chapter 486 of the Acts of 1909) the Commission is charged
with the duty to investigate from time to time any and
all matters relating to appropriations, loans, expenditures,
accounts and methods of administration affecting the city
of Boston or the county of Suffolk, or any department
thereof that may appear to the Commission to require in-
vestigation, and to report thereon from time to time to the
mayor, the city council, the Governor or the General Court.

On April 10, 1922, the mayor of the city of Boston sent
to the city council a loan order for $70,000 for the estab-
lishment of a playground at Baldwin Place, in the North
End of the city of Boston. The order was rejected by the
council on June 5, 1922.

On July 31, 1922, the president of the council, who had
voted to reject the order on June 5, introduced an order for
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the same amount and for the same purpose. The order
received the unanimous vote of the council on July 31,
1922, and again at its final passage on Aug. 14, 1922.

On Oct. 7, 1922, the city took certain lands in Baldwin
Place by eminent domain in accordance with the terms of
the loan order above referred to. On Nov. 8, 1922, upon
receiving deeds of conveyances of the land from the own-
ers, the city paid them $62,600. Complaints were re-
ceived by the Finance Commission concerning the passage
of the loan order, which convinced the Commission that an
investigation was necessary. The Commission began taking
evidence on Nov. 13, 1922, and beginning Nov. 20, 1922,
and on thirteen days thereafter, the Commission conducted
public hearings on the matter and had the evidence taken
verbatim.

In addition to the executives and to the legislative bodies
to which the Finance Commission is directed to report the
results of its investigations, it was advised by Attorney-
General Attwill, in a letter dated Nov. 15, 1917, that when-
ever an investigation conducted by the Commission dis-
closed evidence which seemed to show that a crime might
have been committed, it was proper for the Finance Com-
mission, if indeed it was not its duty, to bring to the at-
tention of the official having the duty of prosecution of
such crime the facts disclosed by its investigation.

The Finance Commission is of the opinion that the evi-
dence taken in this investigation should be presented to the
district attorney, and accordingly has this day delivered to
the district attorney for Suffolk County a copy of the
evidence taken at the public hearings and a copy of this
report.

Respectfully submitted

MICHAEL 11. SULLIVAN, Chairman,

COURTENAY GUILD,
JOHN F. MOORS,
J. WALDO POND,
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