
Accompanying the petition of James M. Curley, mayor of the city of
Boston, relative to the apportionment of charges and expenses of the
county of Suffolk. Counties. January 4.

AN ACT
Relative to the Apportionment of the Charges and Expenses

of the County of Suffolk.

1 Section 1. The financial year of the county of Suffolk
2 shall begin on the first day of January, and shall end on
3 the thirty-first day of December next following.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Three.

1 Section 2. The charges and expenses of the county
2 of Suffolk for the purposes of apportionment under this
3 act shall be deemed to be the charges and expenses of the
4 county court house, the county jail, the supreme judicial
5 court, the superior court civil session, the superior court
6 criminal session, the probate court, the land court, the
7 municipal court civil session, the Chelsea police court,
8 not including the police court room and the heating
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9 thereof, the registry of deeds, the registry of probate, the
10 index commissioners, insanity cases, medical examiners,
11 early court records, the county debt hereafter incurred or
12 contracted for any of the expenses hereinbefore named
13 and all other county charges and expenses not herein-
-14 after excepted.

1 Section 3. The charges and expenses of the county of
2 Suffolk, as stated in section two, for the purpose of ap-
-3 portionment under this act, shall be borne by the cities of
4 Boston, Chelsea and Revere and the town of Winthrop
5 in the manner and proportion hereinafter provided.

1 Section 4. The charges and expenses of the criminal
2 session of the municipal court of the city of Boston, the
3 municipal court of the Brighton district, the municipal
4 court of the Dorchester district, the East Boston district
5 court, the municipal court of the Roxbury district, the
6 municipal court of the South Boston district, the mu-
-7 nicipal court of the West Roxbury district, the municipal
8 court of the Charlestown district and the penal institu-
-9 tions department of the city of Boston shall be deemed to

10 be city charges and expenses and shall be borne by the
11 city of Boston. The charges and expenses of providing
12 and heating the Chelsea police courtroom shall be deemed
13 to be city charges and expenses and shall be borne by the
14 city of Chelsea.

1 Section 5. The said cities and towns are hereby au-
-2 thorized and directed to raise by taxation the amount of
3 said charges and expenses to be paid and borne by the
4 said cities and town under this act, and all taxes assessed
5 in the said cities and town for county or city purposes
6 may be assessed separately as county taxes and as city
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7 or town taxes or under the name of city or town taxes
8 only, as the city council of each of the said cities, and as
9 the board of selectmen of the said town shall direct.

1 Section 6. The mayor of the city of Boston shall
2 transmit to the city council of the city of Chelsea, and
3 the city of Revere, and the board of selectmen of the
4 town of Winthrop, copies of the annual budget of the
5 current expenses of the county of Suffolk or any supple-
-6 mentary budget therefor which, by virtue of the pro-
-7 visions of section three of chapter four hundred and
8 eighty-six of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
9 nine, he is required to submit to the city council of the

10 city of Boston at such time or times as he may submit
11 said budgets to the city council of the city of Boston.

1 Section 7. The mayors of the cities of Chelsea, and
2 of Revere, and the selectmen of the town of Winthrop,
3 shall have the right to appear and be heard before the
4 city council of the city of Boston with relation to the
5 annual or any supplementary county budget referred to
6 in section six of this act. It shall be the duty of the city
7 council of Boston to notify mayors of the cities of
8 Chelsea and Revere, and the selectmen of the town of
9 Winthrop, at least five days before any action shall be

10 taken by the said city council on any such county budget,
11 to appear and be heard in relation thereto.

1 Section 8. The mayors of the cities of Chelsea and
2 Revere, or the selectmen of the town of Winthrop, may

3 apply to the finance commission of the city of Boston
4 from time to time to investigate any matter relating to
5 any appropriation, loan, expenditure or method of ad-
-6 ministration affecting the county of Suffolk or any de-
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i partment thereof that may require investigation, and
S may request the said commission to make report thereon.
9 The said commission shall make such investigation and

10 report.

1 Section 9. The annual charges and expenses of the
2 county of Suffolk under section two of this act shall be
3 primarily paid by the city of Boston, and the amount of
4 said charges and expenses to be borne by the cities of
5 Chelsea and Revere, and by the town of Winthrop, shall
6 be repaid to the city of Boston in the manner hereinafter
7 provided.

1 Section 10. The county auditor shall from time to
2 time, certify to the said cities of Chelsea and Revere, and
3 to the town of Winthrop, the amount of said charges and
4 expenses to be borne by the said cities and town under
5 section two of this act. The amount which the county
6 auditor shall so certify shall be computed by adding
7 together the amounts of the annual appropriation for the
8 charges and expenses stated in section two of this act,
9 and of the new special appropriation therefor, if any, so

10 far as the money therefor is to be raised by taxation, and
11 deducting therefrom so much of the probable receipts
12 except loans, and of the unappropriated balances at the
13 closing of the county treasurer’s books for the previous
14 financial year.

1 Section 11. The city auditor of Boston shall appor-
-2 tion county taxes for the purposes stated in section two of
3 this act according to the latest state valuation and shall
4 certify to the assessors of the cities of Chelsea and Revere
5 and the town of Winthrop their respective proportions
6 thereof. Within thirty days thereafter the cities of
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7 Chelsea and Revere, and the town of Winthrop, shall pay
S to the city collector of the city of Boston their said re-
-9 spective proportions for the use of the county of Suffolk.

1 Section 12. The annual debt requirements of the
2 county of Suffolk shall be primarily paid by the city of

3 Boston, and the amounts thereof shall be certified from
4 time to time by the county auditor to the cities of Chelsea
5 and Revere, and to the town of Winthrop, together with
6 the apportionment of the respective proportions to be
7 paid by the cities of Chelsea and Revere, and the town of
8 Winthrop. Within thirty days thereafter the cities of
9 Chelsea and Revere, and the town of Winthrop, shall pay

10 to the city treasurer of the city of Boston their said re-
-11 spective proportions. The said proportionment shall be
12 made in the manner provided in section eleven of this
13 act for the apportionment of county charges and expenses.
14 The cities of Chelsea and Revere, and the town of Win-
-15 throp shall not be liable for the payment of any portion
16 of the county debt heretofore incurred and contracted.

1 Section 13. The clerk of the police court of the city
2 of Chelsea shall on or before the tenth day of each month
3 pay over to the collector of the city of Boston for the use
4 of the county of Suffolk, and shall account under oath for
5 all fines, fees and other moneys received by him in any
6 criminal proceedings in said court during the preceding
7 calendar month, and the clerk of the East Boston district
8 court shall in like manner pay over to the city collector
9 of the city of Boston for the use of the county of Suffolk

10 all fines, fees and other moneys as have heretofore been
11 paid to the town of Winthrop.
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Section 14. The superior court shall have jurisdiction
in equity or otherwise to enforce the provisions of this

3 act by any appropriate proces:

Section 15. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
herewith are hereby repealed. All acts and parts of acts
affecting the county of Suffolk or said cities of Boston,

Chelsea and Revere, and said town of Winthrop, not in-

consistent herewith are continued in force.

Section 16. This act shall take effect on the first day

of January, nineteen hundred and twenty-four.


