
Accompanying the petition of Martin Hays for legislation to minimize
the number of actions for breach of promise to marry and to protect
the offspring of parties to such actions. The Judiciary (Joint). Jan-
uary 4.

AN ACT
Relative to the Bringing of Actions for Breach of Promise to

Marry and affording Relief in Certain Cases.
Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 There shall he no recovery in a civil action for breach
2 of promise to marry for mental suffering, mental anguish,
3 neurasthenia, loss of companionship, loss of social standing
4 or expected advancement in social standing, alleged im-
-5 pairment of opportunities to marry, or for any other
6 thing, except for money actually expended or obligations
7 incurred in anticipation of such allegedly promised
8 marriage and except, if there is alive at the date of the
9 writ in such action any child of the contesting parties

10 under the age of twenty-one, for such sura as may be
11 awarded for the care, support, maintenance and education
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12 of such child until it reaches the age of twenty-one. Any
13 sum so awarded shall be paid to a trustee to be named
14 by the presiding justice at the trial of such action to be
15 held strictly in trust for said child, with discretionary
16 power in said trustee to pay such sum or sums from the
17 principal or income as in his discretion may be necessary
18 for the care, support, maintenance and education of said
19 child, and upon said child reaching the age of twenty-one
20 any sum remaining shall be paid to the child for his or her
21 own use. If said child dies before the trial of the action,
22 said action shall thereupon terminate, and if said child
23 dies before reaching the age of twenty-one any sum re-
-24 maining in the hands of the trustee shall revert back to
25 the defendant in the original action or his legal repre-
-26 sentatives.


