
HOUSE No. 273
Accompanying the petition of Wilfred Bolster and others that pro-

vision be made for more adequate accommodations for the municipal
courtjof the city of Boston. Municipal Finance. January 8.

AN ACT
To provide a Municipal Court Building in the City of

Boston.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The city of Boston may take, by purchase
2 or otherwise, land adjacent to or near the present Suffolk
3 county court house, and may erect thereon a building
4 suitable for the needs of the municipal court of the city of
5 Boston. The selection of the necessary land shall be
6 made by the mayor of said city and the chief justice of
7 said court, and they shall, within thirty days after such
8 selection, file in the registry of deeds for the county of
9 Suffolk and cause to be recorded a description signed by

10 them of the lands so selected and taken as certain as is
11 required in a common conveyance of land, with a state-

-12 ment of the purpose for which it is taken, and the fee of
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13 the land so taken or purchased shall vest in the city of
14 Boston. The city shall be liable to pay all damages which
15 shall be sustained by any person or persons by reason of
16 the taking of such land as aforesaid, to be ascertained and
17 determined in the manner provided for ascertaining and
18 determining damages in case of the laying out, altering or
19 discontinuing ways in the city of Boston.

1 Section 2. It shall be the duty of the city of Boston,
2 acting through its department of public buildings, to erect
3 within a reasonable time, upon the land so taken, a
4 suitable building for the municipal court of the city of
5 Boston and its several departments, and for other pur-
-6 poses incidental thereto; to cause to be prepared the
7 necessary plans therefor, which shall be approved in
8 writing by said mayor and chief justice; to receive pro-
-9 posals and make contracts for the erection and equipment

10 of said building. But no expenditures shall be made or
11 contracted to be made for said purposes in excess of the
12 sum of thousand dollars in addition to the cost
13 of the land, unless such excess shall have first been au-
-14 thorized by the city council of Boston.

1 Section 3. For the purpose of defraying two thirds of
2 all costs for land taken or purchased, and for constructing
3 said court house, and for other expenses legally incurred
4 under this act, said city is authorized to issue its bonds
5 or certificates of indebtedness, to be known as the
6 “Municipal Court House Loan”, to be payable at such
7 time or times not exceeding fifty years in all, and at such
8 rate of interest as the city council may determine. The
9 remaining third part thereof shall be borne as it accrues

10 by the commonwealth, and the treasurer and receiver-
-11 general is hereby authorized and required to issue in the
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12 name of the commonwealth bonds, notes or scrip sufficient
13 in amount to defray such one third part of said cost, such
14 bonds, notes or scrip to be issued and sold at such times,
15 in such amounts and upon such terms and payable in
16 such periods, not exceeding thirty years, as the governor
17 and council shall approve. The amount of the obligation
18 of the city of Boston herein created shall not be reckoned
19 in determining the statutory limit of indebtedness for said
20 city.

1 Section 4. After said court house is completed and
2 accepted its care, custody and control shall be in the
3 sheriff of the county of Suffolk, but the designation of the
4 uses thereof shall at all times be in charge of the justices
5 of said court or a majority of them.




