
HOUSE No. 329

Accompanying the petition of Frank W. Thayer for the appointment
of a joint special legislative committee to investigate the cost of pro-
ducing and distributing milk within the Commonwealth. The com-
mittees on Rules of the two branches, acting concurrently. January
9.

RESOLVE

Establishing a Joint Special Committee of the General Court
to investigate the Cost of Producing and Distributing
Milk in this Commonwealth.

ipecial committee is hereby1 Resolved, That a joint
2 established consisting of five members of the house of
3 representatives, to be appointed by the speaker, and such
4 members of the senate as the president of that body shall
5 determine, to be known as the special committee on the
6 cost of producing and distributing milk. The said com-
-7 mittee is hereby directed and empowered to investigate
8 and determine: (a) the cost of producing milk in this
9 commonwealth, (6) the amount of milk produced in this

10 commonwealth compared with previous years, (c) the
11 cause or causes of the decline in production, if any, (d) the
12 price received by the producer, (e) whether or not free and
13 fair competition exists in the purchasing of milk from the
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14 producer or whether a conspiracy or monopoly exists to
15 regulate the price of milk paid to the producer, (/) the
16 cost of distributing to the consumer, (g) whether the
17 methods of distributing are efficient and economical, (h )

18 the profits of the distributor from all sources, including
19 excess of butter fat content over the Massachusetts
20 standard; or any other matter within the scope of the
21 inquiry that the committee deems wise and proper.
22 The committee shall investigate the methods of distri-
-23 bution elsewhere and the cost thereof, with the right to
24 travel for that purpose. The committee shall be furnished
25 a suitable room for hearings which shall be public; shall
26 have authority to send for persons and papers; shall be
27 empowered to administer oaths; may incur expense for
28 services of stenographer and counsel if the committee
29 deem necessary, not exceeding such sum as the general
30 court may determine.
31 The committee shall report its findings to the general
32 court not later than the first day of May next, together
33 with recommendations as to legislation or otherwise,
34 which report shall be made public.


