
HOUSE No. 400

REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSION AP-
POINTED TO CONSIDER THE MATTER OF
THE CONSTRUCTION AND ERECTION WITHIN
THE STATE HOUSE OF A SUITABLE AND FIT-
TING MEMORIAL OR MEMORIALS TO COM-
MEMORATE THE SERVICES IN THE WORLD
WAR OF MILITARY UNITS COMPOSED OF
MASSACHUSETTS SOLDIERS.

To the General Court of Massachusetts

Chapter 46 of the Resolves of the General Court for 1922
reads as follows:

Resolve relative to the placing in the state house of suitable
MEMORIALS COMMEMORATING THE SERVICES IN THE WORLD WAR OP
MILITARY UNITS COMPOSED OP MASSACHUSETTS SOLDIERS.

Resolved, That a special commission, consisting of two members of
the senate to be appointed by the president of the senate, four members
of the house of representatives to be appointed by the speaker, and three
persons to be appointed by the governor, consider the matter of the
construction and erection within the state house of a suitable and fitting
memorial or memorials to commemorate the services in the world war
of military units composed of Massachusetts soldiers. The commis-
sion shall consider and determine the form of such memorial or me-
morials and the probable cost thereof and shall select a suitable place
for the location thereof within the state house. The commission shall
report its recommendations to the next annual session of the general
court not later than the second Wednesday in January. [Approved
June 2, 1922.

Pursuant to the provisions of this resolve, your Commis-
sion has met at various times and carefully considered sev-
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eral plans for a suitable memorial to the soldiers from Massa-
chusetts who served State and Nation in the World War.
We have carefully surveyed possible locations in the State
House for such memorial, and we would report our findings
and recommendations as follows:

a) Any memorial to the services of our soldiers and
sailors in the World War must be commensurate with the
great services rendered. This means more than a tablet or
painting here and there; it calls for a dignified, impres-
sive, and artistic construction. Nothing else would be
adequate to serve as an expression of the gratitude and
admiration of the Commonwealth.

(6) All commemorative memorials to the services of Mas-
sachusetts soldiers and sailors in the World War should be
assembled in one place and given proper setting and properly
co-ordinated. Such would give impressiveness and dignity
to the memorial itself and improve the State House as a
work of art.

(c) Any memorial erected in the State House should be
in the shape of a hall, corridor or vestibule, ample to be a
general memorial to all Massachusetts soldiers and sailors
in the World War, whatever branch or rank.

After careful examination of the entire building, the Com-
mission believes that a very remarkable opportunity offers
itself, which, if taken advantage of, would meet all the
points detailed above under (a), (6) and (c). At the present
moment much has been done from time to time toward the
correction of initial mistakes in the planning of the north-
erly extension of the State House and toward its effective
embellishment. The old entrance hall in the Bulfinch front,
the Grand Stairway and the Hall of Flags are all fine
examples of stately and monumental architecture. The
House of Representatives is eminently satisfactory from an
artistic point of view, while it is of course unnecessary to
state that the Senate Chamber is one of the most beautiful
apartments in New England. There is one very weak spot
in the architectural arrangement of the building, and that
is the space on the main floor which is now surrounded by
the Executive Department, the Senate and the Grand
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Stairway. This area is actually the center of the build-
ing. The two main stacks of elevators open on it, the cor-
ridors running east and west and north and south across it,
the Grand Stairway gives entrance to it, while, as said above,
it is, or should be, a dignified vestibule to the Executive
Department and the Senate. At present this space is the
most congested in the State House. It is broken up by an
unnecessary light area and crowded by two flights of stairs.
Persons ascending the Grand Stairway find themselves in a
narrow passageway without dignity or convenience. There
is no impressiveness of approach to either the Executive
Department or to the Senate, and the very place which
should be an open area is actually both undignified and
inconvenient.

The Commission urges that this space bounded by the
Executive Department and the Senate on the south, the
Grand Stairway on the north, and the elevators on the
east and west be entirely rearranged, the light area being
eliminated and the skylight raised to the height of the main
roofs of the building, and the two winding stairways re-
moved, in their place being substituted a double flight of
stairs against the north wall of the Senate Chamber. The
large open space so provided should be treated after the
best possible architectural fashion, in harmony with the
Grand Stairway and also with the design of the Senate
Chamber. If this is done, a stately vestibule or lobby will
be provided, 25 feet in width and 85 feet in length, and the
Commission further recommends that this vestibule or lobby
be used in itself as a memorial to all Massachusetts citizens
who participated in the Great War, and for the placing of
special memorials to the different units.

There will be many opportunities for such memorials.
For example, on the space afforded by the north wall of the
Senate Chamber there will be a setting for one or more
large pictures representing historical scenes in which Massa-
chusetts units participated. Opposite this, on the upper
part of the south wall of the new vestibule and above
the connecting gallery, will be spaces for other pictures.
There will be opportunities for statues, tablets and other
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sculptured decorations, while the dome, or skylight, above
will give a chance for effective compositions in stained
glass.

The Commission has considered carefully the probable
cost of the structural change
ments, and believes that this
$75,000. Probably the sum c

and architectural embellish-
will not exceed the sum of
$25,000 additional would be

sufficient to cover the cost of the pictures or other special
memorials on the nature of which this Commission is di-
rected to report. Your Commission is therefore ready to
recommend, and does recommend, that the General Court
continue and authorize your Commission, or create another
so authorized, to proceed to carry out the above-stated
plans to construct and create in the State House a suit-
able memorial for Massachusetts troops in the World War,
And further, we would recommend that the General Court
make clear and definite that the general memorial so erected
and constructed is to commemorate the services of all sol-
diers and sailors from Massachusetts who served in the
World War. And further, we would recommend that the
General Court raise and appropriate from the treasury of
the Commonwealth a sum not to exceed $lOO,OOO to defray
the expenses of this general memorial to the soldiers and
sailors in the World War, and to defray the expenses of
providing and establishing therein such special memorials
as may be authorized by the General Court.
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