
HOUSE No. 406
Accompanying the petition of Joseph N. CarriSre that provision be

made whereby voters can obtain from mayors, city councils, school
committees and other municipal officers and departments accurate
informationconcerning the affairs of certain cities. Cities. January 11.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Three.

AN ACT
To provide a Means for Voters to obtain Specific and

Accurate Information on the Affairs of the City in Cities
governed under Standard Form of City Charters.
Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter forty-three of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section nineteen the following
3 new sections:
4 Section 19A. Fifty or more qualified voters at any
5 time may, in the form of a petition as provided in the
6 following section, request from the mayor, any member of
7 the city council, members of the school committee, or any
8 administrative officer, specific and accurate information
9 on any matter relative to the administration of the

10 affairs of the city, or the duties of his office, and may re-
-11 quest him to be present at a specified time, as provided
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12 for in the following section, to answer written questions
13 relative to malfeasance or neafeasance in office by himself
14 or any officer or city employee appointed by him or under
15 his charge, or relative to any matter pertaining to the ad-
-16 ministration of the finances or other affairs of the city.
17 Section 198. The petition shall be addressed to the
18 mayor, member of city council, member of the school
19 committee, or administrative officer from whom the in-
20 formation is sought. A copy of the petition and questions
21 shall be filed with the city clerk.
22 The petition shall be substantially in the following
23 form: To the (mayor, member of city council, member
24 of school committee, or administrative officer) of the city
25 of ( ), we the undersigned, qualified voters of
26 the city of ( ), have a reason to believe and do
27 believe and aver that the interest and the proper manage-
-28 ment of the affairs of the city require that the following
29 information be supplied by you (questions number one,
30 two, three, etc., as requested by the petitioners) at a
31 public meeting of the undersigned petitioners, together
32 with such other voters as may attend, to be held in
33 (council chamber, mayor’s office, or usual meeting place of
34 city council) (time and date).
35 The meeting shall be held not earlier than five days
36 from the date of the receipt by the mayor, city councillor
37 or administrative officer to whom said petition is ad-
-38 dressed.
39 The mayor, member of city council, member of school
40 committee, or administrative officer, to whom the petition
41 is addressed, shall personally attend such meeting and
42 shall publicly answer all such questions. The mayor,
43 city councillor, member of school committee, or adminis-
-44 trative officer so attending shall not be obliged to answer
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45 questions relating to any other matter than that men-
-46 tioned in the petition.
47 Section 19C. The city clerk shall provide a meeting
48 place for such meeting or meetings and shall act as clerk
49 at such a meeting, and the majority of voters present, and
50 who have signed the petition for the meeting, shall select
51 some qualified voter to preside.
52 If the mayor, city councillor, school committeeman, or
53 administrative officer to whom the petition is addressed
54 neglects, refuses or fails to reply to the written questions
55 submitted by the petitioners, or evades a comprehensive
56 answer to them, his salary shall be suspended forthwith,
57 and his name shall not be reinstated upon the payroll
58 until a satisfactory reply is made.
59 Any judge of the district court shall have jurisdiction
60 to pass upon the adequacy of the reply or replies to the
61 questions set forth in the petition. The city clerk shall
62 keep a record of the replies to the questions made at such
63 meeting and shall also keep record of any other action or
64 recommendations made at such meeting or meetings.
65 The records of any meeting held under this act may be
66 submitted to the district attorney upon the request of the
67 petitioners, and shall be competent evidence in any
68 action for malfeasance or neafeasance or maladministra-
69 tion in office.
70 Section WD. The provisions of section thirty-eight of
71 said chapter forty-three shall so far as apt, apply to said
72 petition and proceedings thereunder.
73 Section WE. This act shall take effect in any city
74 governed by any plan provided by said chapter forty-
-75 three Thirty days after the same is accepted by a ma-
-76 jority of the voters, voting thereon at any state or city
77 election, in answer to the following question to be placed
78 upon the ballot as hereinafter provided: Shall an act
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<9 of the general court of nineteen hundred and twenty-three
80 entitled “An Act to provide a means for voters to obtain
81 from the mayor, members of the city council, members of
82 the school committee, or an administrative officer specific
83 and accurate information on the affairs of the city in
84 cities governed under standard form of city charters, as
85 provided by chapter forty-three of the General Laws of
86 this commonwealth,” take effect in the city of ( )?

87 Said question shall be placed upon said ballot to be used
88 in such a city only upon a petition signed by the qualified
89 voters thereof to a number equal to at least five per cent
90 of the registered voters in such city at the state or city
91 election next preceding, addressed to the city council and
92 filed with the city clerk not less than one month before
93 the state or city election at which the same is to be sub-
-94 mitted. The provisions of sections eight and nine of said
95 chapter forty-three, so far as apt, apply to said petition
96 and the proceedings thereunder.


