
HOUSE No. 429
Accompanying the petition of James M. Curley, mayor, relative to

the construction of buildings in the city of Boston so as to afford
better fire protection. Metropolitan Affairs. January 11.

AN ACT
Relative to Better Fire Protection in the City of Boston.

1 Section 1. All buildings hereafter erected in the city
2 of Boston exceeding seventy feet in height, and all
3 existing buildings in said city of Boston hereafter altered
4 to exceed seventy feet in height, shall be provided with
5 fire-department standpipes, first-aid standpipes and con-
-6 nections therefor, together with proper hose, all to the
7 size and in the location and manner as hereinafter pro-
-8 vided. Each story of such building shall be provided
9 with not less than one two and one half inch outlet

10 fitted with two and one half inch gate valve with male
11 end, all fire department standard, located not higher
12 than five feet three inches above the floor; except that
13 unless required by the building commissioner of said city
14 of Boston no two and one half inch outlet need be in-
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15 stalled on the ground floor. There shall further be pro-
-16 vided not less than one one and one quarter inch outlet
17 fitted with one and one quarter inch gate valve, fifty
18 feet of one and one quarter inch orifice attached ready
19 for use, and a standard hose rack or reel. This valve
20 shall be erected not higher than five feet above the
21 floor.

1 Section 2. Whenever required by the fire commis-
-2 sioner and building commissioner of the city of Boston
3 a roof hydrant or monitor nozzle shall be installed, in
4 which event the standpipe shall be not less than six
5 inches internal diameter. Said hydrant shall consist of
6 two two and one half inch outlets fitted with two and
7 one half inch gate valves with male end, all fire depart-
-8 ment standard, and not less than fifty feet of standard
9 two and one half inch hose and play pipe properly

10 stored and accessible for use

1 Section 3. Standpipe shall be not less than five in-
-2 ternal inches for buildings not exceeding ninety feet innot exceeding ninety feet in

height, and not less than six inches internal diameter for
4 buildings in excess of ninety feet. Said standpipe shall
5 be located so as to afford protection against exterior
6 hazard, as well a$ protection to the building in which
7 they are placed, and where practical shall be erected
8 within stair enclosures. The number of fire-department
9 standpipes in each building shall be such that all portions

10 of each story of building may be reached by an effective
11 stream from standard nozzle installed attached to hose
12 not exceeding one hundred feet in length, and shall be
13 primarily for the use of the fire department.
14 First-aid standpipes shall be not less than two and one
15 half inches internal diameter and shall be of such number
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16 that all portions of each story of the building may be
17 reached effectively by stream of nozzle attached to hose
18 not exceeding fifty feet in length. When in the judgment
19 of the building commissioner these requirements as to
20 first-aid standpipes are impracticable, separate outlets
21 at each story may be taken from standpipes and the re-
-22 quirements for first-aid standpipes may be waived by
23 said commissioner. First-aid standpipes shall be prima-
-24 rily for the use by the occupants of the building.
25 Connections shall be placed near base of building so
26 arranged that fire department may readily attach hose.
27 Each standpipe system shall connect with city water
28 main through one four-inch branch provided exclusively
29 for that purpose. Supplies shall be taken from high-
-30 pressure service when such is available. A flow test
31 pipe of not less than two-inch internal diameter shall be
32 provided on each system, and shall be provided with
33 suitable fire department connections located not lower
34 than ten inches and not higher than twelve inches from
35 sidewalk or ground. When a system is composed of more
36 than one standpipe cross-connections shall be made so
37 that supply through fire-department connections will
38 reach all portions of the system; excepting that when
39 standpipes are widely separated, precluding the pos-
-40 sibility of mistakes by the fire department, the system
41 may be divided.

1 Section 4. Plans of proposed work in duplicate must
2 be submitted to the building department and construction
3 shall not begin until approved plan is in the hands of
4 the contractor.

1 Section 5. All work must be subjected to a hydro-
-2 static test of two hundred and fifty pounds and must be
3 satisfactory to the inspector.
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Section 6. All hose shall be tested in the presence of
the inspector at least once a year, and all defective hose

shall be replaced without delay.

Section 7. This act shall take effect upon its ac-

ceptance by the city council of the city of Boston subject
to its charter provisions provided said acceptance takes
place prior to December thirty-first, nineteen hundred
and twenty-three.


