
HOUSE No. 554
Accompanying the petition of Benjamin A. Ham and others for the

construction of a state memorial building on land adjacent to the
State House grounds. State House. January 12.

AN ACT
Providing for the Appointment of a Soldiers Memorial Com-

mission and for the construction of a Building in Memory
of Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The soldiers memorial commission, form-
-2 erly existing under authority of section one of chapter
3 one hundred and ninety-two of the General Acts of nine-
-4 teen hundred and nineteen, is hereby revived for a period
5 of five years from the date this act takes effect. Three
6 members of the commission shall always be members of
7 the grand army of the republic, two veterans of the
8 world war and two veterans of the Spanish war. Any
9 member may be removed at any time by the governor.

10 The governor shall designate one member to act as chair-
-11 man and the members of the commission shall elect one
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12 of their number as secretary. The commission shall serve
13 without compensation, but shall be allowed such sums for
14 its necessary expenses as shall be approved by the
15 governor and council.

1 Section 2. Said commission shall, at the expense of
2 the commonwealth, construct on land lying to the west of
3 the present state house and bounded on the other three
4 sides by Beacon, Joy and Mount Vernon streets, a
5 suitable memorial building to house veteran organizations
6 of all the wars and the supreme judicial court and to

fiord accommodations for the state library. Said com
8 mission shall choose a plan for said building after a com-
-9 petition open to all architects in the United States,

10 subject, however, to the approval of the governor and
11 council and the art commission for the commonwealth.

1 Section 3. Said commission, on behalf of the com-
-2 monwealth and subject to the approval of the governor
3 and council, may take by eminent domain under chapter
4 seventy-nine of the General Laws or acquire by purchase
5 or otherwise, the above described land and all rights
6 therein, for the purposes set forth in section one.

1 Section 4. Said commission shall cause to be re-

2 moved all the buildings now standing on said land, and
3 may, subject to the approval of the governor and council,

4 lay out, by change of grade or otherwise, such part of
5 said land or adjoining land of the commonwealth as may
6 be required for the purposes of this act. It may con-
7 struct new approaches from any adjacent public streets
8 and may build retaining walls and fen id may do
9 whatever else may be necessary to carry out the purpose

10 of this act
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1 Section 5. The said commission is hereby authorized
2 to make on behalf of the commonwealth all contracts for
3 the construction of said building; provided, that all work
4 thereon shall be done by express contract and that pro-
-5 posals for work or material exceeding two thousand dol-
-6 lars in value shall be advertised for in at least two daily
7 papers published in the city of Boston, and one each in
8 the cities of Worcester, Springfield, Fall River, Lowell and
9 Lawrence. All contracts shall be approved by the gov-

-10 ernor and council. The removal of the old buildings and
11 the construction of the building herein provided for shall
12 begin as soon as is possible after this act takes effect.

1 Section 6. In order to defray the expenses which
2 may be incurred in carrying out the provisions of this act,
3 the state treasurer is hereby authorized to issue in the
4 name of the commonwealth bonds or notes to an amount
5 not exceeding dollars. The said bonds or notes
6 shall be issued on a serial payment plan from time to
7 time as may be necessary, in such amounts and upon such
8 terms as to be payable serially in such amounts and at
9 such times, within a period not exceeding years,years

10 as shall be determined by the state treasurer, with the
11 approval of the governor and council, to be for the best
12 interests of the commonwealth.

1 Section 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage




