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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts in General Court assembled.

Respectfully represents John Hayes of Lynn, in the
County of Essex and Commonwealth of Massachusetts, that
at the State Election held on Tuesday, the seventh day of
November, A.D., 1922, your petitioner was a candidate for
election to the House of Representatives of said General
Court for the Twelfth Essex Representative District, com-
prising wards two and five in said Lynn.

Upon the face of the returns made by the various precinct
officers it appeared that Charles W. Ames, Republican, re-
ceived 3,272, Napoleon Bergeron, Democrat, 2,372, Charles
Symonds, Republican, 2,364, and John Hayes, Democrat,
2,293.

On the recount by the registrars and assistants, November
12th, called for by Charles Symonds, the following returns
were made:

Bergeron, 2,342, a loss of 30
Symonds, 2,370, a gain of 6.
Hayes, 2,318, a gain of 25.

Therefore, in as much as the conditions existing under
which said recount was made were irregular by reason of the
fact that the candidates were denied their rights to supervise
the recounting inside the rail, and that no provision was
made for a proper verifying of the tabulation, one man
having full control, a condition which made a member of the
City Council, who was present at the recount, refuse to
certify to its correctness.
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Also the fact that through generally poor conditions,
correct tabulation was impossible, I being an eye witness of
where a mistake of more than a hundred was made, an
error from which your petitioner feels he suffered a loss that
would have assured his election.

Wherefore, your petitioner prays your Honorable Body
that he be declared by your Honorable Body to be the duly
elected representative for the Twelfth Essex Representative
District, in accordance with the facts as set forth in said
petition.

Lynn, Mass.


