
HOUSE No. 667

Accompanying the petition of George Louis Richards that the state
allowance for the funeral expenses of paupers be increased. Public
Institutions. January 15.

AN ACT
To increase the Allowance for Funeral Expenses of the

Burial of Certain Paupers.

1 Section seventeen of chapter one hundred and seven-
-2 teen of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out, in the tenth line, the word “thirty”, and inserting
4 in place thereof the word: —fifty; by striking out, in
5 the eleventh and twelfth lines, the word “fifteen”, and
6 inserting in place thereof the word; thirty; and by
7 striking out all of said section after the word “town”,
8 in the fifteenth line, —so as to read as follows:
9 Section 17. The overseers of each town shall also relieve

10 and support and may employ all poor persons residing
11 or found therein, having no lawful settlements within the
12 commomvealth, until their removal to the state infirmary,
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13 and if they die shall decently bury them. They shall
14 also decently bury all deceased persons who, although
15 without means of support while living, did not apply
16 for public relief, and all unknown persons found dead.
17 The expense thereof may be recovered of their kindred,
18 if any, chargeable by law for their support in the manner
19 provided in this chapter; and if the expense of their
20 burial is not paid by such kindred, an amount not ex-
-21 ceeding fifty dollars for the funeral expenses of each
22 pauper over twelve years of age, and not exceeding
23 thirty dollars for the funeral expenses of each pauper
24 under that age, shall be paid by the commonwealth;
25 provided, that the overseers file with each claim an
26 affidavit of the undertaker stating the amount received
27 from the town.


