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Accompanying the petition of Clarence W. Rowley for the appoint-
ment of a Massachusetts Prohibition Committee to study the laws
relating to intoxicating liquors and to make recommendations relating
to the enforcement, modification or amendment of said laws. Legal
Affairs. January 16.

AN ACT
To create the Massachusetts Prohibition Committee for the

Purpose of studying the Liquor Laws, enforcing the Same
and preparing Necessary Modifications and Amendments.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The governor, with the advice and con-
-2 sent of the council, shall appoint a committee of three
3 persons to be known as the Massachusetts Prohibition
4 Committee. Said committee shall organize by choosing
5 one of its members as chairman and another member as
6 clerk, and shall proceed to examine all of the federal and
7 state laws relating to the manufactured mportation, trans-
-8 portation and sale of intoxicating liquor, the method and
9 extent of the enforcement of such laws, the failure, if any,
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10 in the enforcement of such laws, the effect of constitu-
-11 tional prohibition upon the public health and general
12 welfare of the citizens of Massachusetts, and all other
13 matters and tilings touching upon the prohibition or
14 regulation by law of the use of intoxicating liquor in this
15 commonwealth.

1 Section 2. The Massachusetts prohibition committee
2 hereby created shall have full power to investigate and
3 examine all alleged violations of the liquor laws of this
4 commonwealth, as well as all alleged violations of the
5 eighteenth amendment to the federal constitution and
6 all federal laws relating thereto. Said committee shall
7 have the power to summon witnesses and compel their
8 attendance, and to compel the production of books,
9 papers and documents, and the refusal of any witness to

10 appear and testify or to produce any books, papers or
11 documents which may be required, shall be punished by
12 the superior court as for contempt of that court. Said com-
-13 mittee shall continue in office for the term of three years,
14 and any vacancies in the membership of said committee
15 shall be filled by appointment in the same manner as
16 the original members are appointed. Said committee
17 shall make report of its doings to the general court in
18 January of each year with such recommendations as it
19 may deem proper. Members of said committee shall be
20 paid such compensation as the governor and council shall
21 determine for their services, and shall be allowed such
22 sums for necessary traveling and other expenses as the
23 governor and council may approve.

1 Section 3. After making a careful study of the pres-
-2 ent condition of the liquor laws and their enforcement in
3 this commonwealth, as well as of the effect of the eigh-



1923.] HOUSE No. 748 3

4 teenth amendment upon the general welfare of the citi-
-5 zens of this commonwealth, said committee may, if it
6 appears necessary or desirable, prepare a draft of a bill
‘ an(l take proper steps to secure its introduction in the
8 congress of the United States, to provide that every
9 state in the Union shall have the right to conduct gov-

-10 eminent agencies for the sale of intoxicating liquors to
11 such of its citizens as require the same for medicinal
12 purposes, and to enact suitable laws providing for the
13 registration of such of its citizens as desire to purchase,
14 for medicinal uses, intoxicating liquors, and for the issu-
-15 ance to such citizens of certificates permitting them to
16 purchase intoxicating liquors for medicinal purposes, and
17 to revoke said certificates in case of the misuse or abuse
18 of them, and further to enact such proper and whole-
-19 some laws, as well to permit citizens to determine for
20 themselves within reasonable limitations, whether or not
21 they require intoxicating liquors for medicinal purposes,
22 and to secure pure liquors through purchase at reason-
-23 able prices, and to carry into effect in a sane and proper
24 way the spirit and the purpose of federal constitutional
25 prohibition, limiting the extent thereof to liquor for bev-
-26 erage purposes, and excluding from the operation of the
27 federal prohibition amendment the use of intoxicating
28 liquor for mechanical, medicinal or food purposes. Said
29 committee shall have the power to appear before any
30 committee of congress or any other legislative committee
31 or other body in support of or in opposition to any meas-
-32 ure relating to the liquor question. Said committee may
33 hold public hearings at any place within this common-
-34 wealth for the purpose of obtaining the views of citizens
35 with respect to any and all questions relating to the
36 manufacture, importation or sale of intoxicating liquor.
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1 Section 4. It shall be the duty of said committee to
2 report to the attorney general or to the several district
3 attorneys any evidence which may come to the knowledge
4 of the committee indicating violations of the liquor law.
5 Said committee may require the assistance of every police
6 officer in the commonwealth in the performance of its
7 duties, and every police officer shall perform such service
8 with respect to the enforcement of the liquor law within
9 this commonwealth as said committee may direct. In

10 addition to the powers and duties set forth, said com-
-11 mittee is hereby empowered to exercise general super-
-12 vision over the laws of this commonwealth relating to

13 intoxicating liquors, and to see that the same are strictly
14 enforced, and to that end every public officer in this
15 commonwealth is required to co-operate with said com-
-16 mittee.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect on the first day
2 of September, nineteen hundred and twenty-three.


