
HOUSE No. 796

Accompanying the petition of Elmer E. Dawson for legislation to
provide that towns may transfer to selectmen the powers and duties of
certain municipal boards and officers. Towns. January 16.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twentv-Thre

AN ACT
Enabling Towns to transfer to Selectmen the Powers and

Duties of Certain Municipal Boards and Officers.
Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

CJje Commontoealtl) of Massachusetts.

1 Section twenty-one of chapter forty-one of the General
2 Laws, as amended by chapter one hundred and thirty of
3 the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-one, is hereby
4 further amended by striking out said section and in-
-5 serting in place thereof the following:

6 Section 21. Ten per cent of the registered voters in
7 any town may file a petition with the selectmen thirty

annual town meeting askin8 days or more before the
9 that the selectmen act a any one or more of the fol-

water and sewer board, water10 lowing boards or officers;
11 commissioners, water and unicipal light commissionersi

12 municipal light board, sewer commissioners, park com-
13 missioners, board of health assessors or overseers of the

. of any one or more of such
any one or more of the fol-

14 poor; or perform the dutic
15 boards or officers, or that
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H) lowing boards or officers, to wit, cemetery commissioners,
U assessors, a superintendent of streets, a chief of the
18 police and fire departments or a tree warden be there-
-19 after appointed by the selectmen. The selectmen shall
20 thereupon direct the town clerk to cause the question
21 whether the petition shall be granted to be printed upon
22 the official ballot used for the election of town officers
23 at the next annual election in substantially the following
24 form:
25 Shall the town vote to have its selectmen YES-
-26 act as ....

NO.

2/ Shall the town vote to have its selectmen YE *

28 appoint so 'NO.

29 If a single petition asks that the selectmen act as or per-
-30 form the duties of or appoint more than one of the afore-
-31 said boards or officers then the vote shall be in answer
32 to a single question which shall name all of such boards
•>•:> or officers. If the vote is in the affirmative it shall be
34 valid and binding and the town shall, at the next annual
35 meeting, unless the selectmen are then so elected, pro-
-36 vide for their election for three year terms in the manner
•u provided in section one. Upon the election and quali-
-38 fication of the selectmen at such next annual meeting,
39 and upon the appointment and qualification by oath of
40 the officers herein authorized to perform the duties of
41 any existing town board or officer, the term of office of
42 such existing board or officer shall thereupon terminate,
43 and all the duties, powers and obligations of said boards
44 and officers shall be transferred to and imposed upon
45 their successors; and if the town votes to have a superin-
-46 tendent of streets appointed, the office of highway sur-
-47 veyor or road commissioner shall terminate.


